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Arrival and registration (continued)

Nature walk (Krishna Bote, Nature Guide)

Round circle activity with participants

Presentation including sharing expectations (Mariam
Weston, Grants Officer, RSG)

Program outline and introduction to the program host
(Kumar Paudel, Director, Greenhood Nepal)

The program

3 0  S e p t e m b e r

01 to 03 October

18:00 Arrival and registration at Tigerland Safari
Lemon Tree Resort, Jagatpur, Chitwan

Welcome
Rest/Option to play a game
(Tharu) Cultural dance 

Dinner

19:00

onwards

20:00

0 1  O c t o b e r

Breakfast

Welcome & a roundtable discussion (Deepak Dawadi,

Ward Chair)

Workshop 1 - Media workshop (Abhaya Joshi, Journalist,

Mongabay)

09:30 -  11:00 

Lunch break13:00 -  14:00 

14:30-16:30 

08:30 -  09:30 

Poster presentation (5 participants)

0 2  O c t o b e r

Before 8:15

16:30-17:00 

17:00-20:00 

Workshop 2 - Project design (Reshu Bashyal, Research

Fellow, Greenhood Nepal)

11:10 -  13:00 

Fun activity11:00 -  11:10 

https://www.tigerlandsafarinepal.com/
https://www.tigerlandsafarinepal.com/


Presentation 2 - Conservation threats (Kumar Paudel,
Director, Greenhood Nepal)

The program

0 3  O c t o b e r

01 to 03 October

08:15 -  08:40 Poster presentation (5 participants)

10:00 -  13:00 

14:00 -  16:00

08:30 -  13:00

Workshop 2 – Fundraising and engaging with corporates
Mariam Weston, Grants Officer, RSG)

13:00 -  14:00 Lunch break

Wrap up/closing  
Collaboration posters
Hand painting activity
Networking activity with a yarn
Token of love
Group photo

Presentation 3 - Conservation action plan, policies
(Avinash Thapa Magar, Conservation officer, Chitwan
National Park)

Dinner and cultural dance

Travel back to destination  (04 and 05 October)

08:40 -  09:40 

 Before 08:15 Breakfast

19:30

14:00 -  18:00

19:30 -  20:00

20:00 Dinner and fun activity

Local nature steward followed by a visit and discussion

(Manesh Tamang, President, Nature Guide’s Association)

Poster presentation (8 participants)

0 2  O c t o b e r

09:40 -  10:00 Fun activity

Tea break and fun activity16:00 -  16:30

Workshop 2 - Project design & management group
activity continued.. (Reshu Bashyal, Research Fellow,
Greenhood Nepal)

16:30 -  19:30

0 4  O c t o b e r

 Before 08:30 Breakfast
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The major threats to the species

were habitat degradation,

poaching, lack of awareness,

conflict and retaliation, and

knowledge gap. The treats

identified by participants were

similar pre/post-event.

Participants felt that their

confidence in threat

identification increased after the

learning event (fig 4).
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The Rufford Foundation
The Rufford Foundat ion is  a  UK registered
char i ty  which funds nature conservat ion projects
across the developing wor ld.  The programme
ident i f ies  sc ient ists  at  the very  ear ly  stages of
thei r  careers  and prov ides targeted support  to
enable them to achieve thei r  goal  of  making a
di f ference in  terms of  conservat ion.  Over  the
past  two decades the Rufford Foundat ion has
supported thousands of  young conservat ionists '
v i ta l  research work  into threatened habitats  and
species.  Only  in  Nepal ,  i t  has  supported >400
conservat ion projects.

Mariam Weston
An engineer  in  Susta inable  Development with
an MPhi l  in  Conservat ion Leadership f rom the
Univers i ty  of  Cambr idge,  Mar iam has over
eight  years  of  exper ience developing
susta inable  conservat ion and coexistence
strategies.  She current ly  serves as  a
Programme Off icer  at  the IUCN SSC Human-
Wi ld l i fe  Conf l ict  & Coexistence Specia l ist
Group and as  a  consultant  for  the Rufford
Foundat ion,  where she coordinates capacity-
bui ld ing events  wor ldwide.

Mar iam has expert ise in  bui ld ing strategic
a l l iances across governments,  pr ivate sectors ,
academia,  and NGOs.  She is  a  s ign i f icant

contr ibutor  to  the Smal l  Wi ld  Cat  Conservat ion Foundat ion,  where she coordinates
conservat ion projects  through the Ocelot  Work ing Group,  act ive ly  contr ibut ing to
preserv ing smal l  wi ld  cat  species  by  mit igat ing threats  across thei r  d istr ibut ion
range.
Her  career  showcases her  unwaver ing pass ion for  wi ld l i fe  conservat ion,  incorporat ing
human dimensions and susta inable  socia l  development,  combin ing technica l
prof ic iency with  socia l  and community  approaches.  When Mar iam is  not  work ing on
conservat ion projects,  she enjoys  ta lk ing about  cats ,  horse r id ing,  yoga,  watching
movies,  and h ik ing.

Get  in  touch:  L inkedIn

https://www.linkedin.com/in/mariam-weston-35904a117/


Abhaya Raj  Joshi  is  a  journal ist  based in
Kathmandu,  Nepal .  He wr i tes  about  issues
re lated to b iodivers i ty ,  conservat ion and
technology.  He holds an LLM degree in  Human
Rights  f rom Purbanchal  Univers i ty ,  Nepal  and a
post  graduate d ip loma in  journal ism from Asian
Col lege of  Journal ism,  Chennai ,  India . I  am
excited to connect  with  Rufford grantees at
the learn ing event  and look for  potent ia l
col laborat ion for  future conservat ion works.   

Facilitators

Abhaya Joshi

Kumar  Paudel  is  a  conservat ion scholar -
pract i t ioner  with  an MPhi l  in  Conservat ion
Leadership f rom the Univers i ty  of  Cambr idge.
He is  the Founder  and Director  of  Greenhood
Nepal ,  a  sc ience-dr iven conservat ion non-prof i t .
His  work  pr imar i ly  l ies  in  interdisc ip l inary
conservat ion research cover ing law
enforcement,  wi ld l i fe  t rade,  community-based
conservat ion,  species  conservat ion,  strategy
and pol icy .  He is  current ly  a lso serv ing as  IUCN
SSC Pangol in  Specia l ist  Group Co-Chair  for
South As ia .

Kumar Paudel

Local facilitators and presenters
Deepak Dawadi, Ward Chair, Ward no. 23, Bharatpur metropolitan
Avinash Thapa Magar, Conservation Officer, Chitwan National Park
Manesh Tamang, President of Nature Guide Association, Jagatpur
Krishna Bote, Local Nature Guide affiliated with Nature Guide
Association in Jagatpur

Other facilitators
Abhaya Joshi, Journalist
Kumar Paudel, Director, Greenhood Nepal
Mariam Weston, Grants Officer, RSG
Reshu Bashyal, Research Fellow, Greenhood Nepal



PARTICIPANTS

Badri Baral
Badr i  Bara l ,  an  MSc graduate bel ieves
himself  as  preacher  for  good conservat ion
science.  He started h is  conservat ion career
as  volunteer  for  Clouded Leopard Survey in
Shivapur i  Nagar jun Nat ional  Park  in  2012-
2013.  He co-founded a  research-based
organizat ion Nepal  Env i ronmental  Research
Inst i tute (NERI)  and an NGO Nature
Conservat ion In i t iat ive Nepal  (NCI-Nepal) .
Rufford grants  been a  stepping stone to
ascend the ladder  of  grant  wr i t ing success
t  fuel  h is  organizat ion 's  miss ion with  other
robust  funds.  Concomitant ly ,  Rufford
helped h im to remain rooted not  only  with
Conservat ion communit ies;  but  equal ly
with  local  communit ies  by  grant ing h im a
chance to be the dr iver  of  posit ive  change
in  the society  -  he has been involved in
grass  eat ing carn ivora  research.  
Get  in  touch:  ResearchGate ORCID Google
scholar

Beeju Poudyal Beeju  Poudyal  is  current ly  work ing as  an
ass istant  professor  at  Agr icu lture and
Forestry  Univers i ty ,  Faculty  of  Forestry .  She
comes f rom Jhapa distr ict  where she had
close interact ion with  the e lephants,  the
char ismat ic  an imal  of  the ecosystem.  Yet ,  she
got  t raumat ized by some of  the extreme
conf l ict  events  dur ing her  ch i ldhood.
Although there ex ists  Human-elephant
conf l ict  and the impacts  are  unavoidable,  she
decided to work  for  the conservat ion of  the
elephants  with  attempts to min imize the
conf l icts .  She has completed two projects
through Rufford and conducted some
research in  col laborat ion with  the students  on
the conservat ion of  these animals .  Rufford
Smal l  Grants  have been the backbone of  her
conservat ion efforts .  She loves work ing for
the conservat ion of  one of  the wisest  an imals
on the p lanet !  

Get  in  touch:  ResearchGate Facebook

https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Badri-Baral
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-8230-3387
https://scholar.google.com/citations?user=D5g-jzUAAAAJ&hl=en&oi=ao
https://scholar.google.com/citations?user=D5g-jzUAAAAJ&hl=en&oi=ao
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Beeju-Poudyal
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Beeju-Poudyal
https://www.facebook.com/livingwithtuskers


PARTICIPANTS

Bishnu Achhami initiated his conservation journey
several years ago while pursuing an MSc at the
Central Department of Zoology, Tribhuvan
University. For his master's dissertation, he studied
parasitic infections in wild ruminants and chauris in
Langtang National Park, Rasuwa, where one of the
species included was the Musk deer. This research
sparked his interest in wildlife conservation.
Following this, he volunteered in wildlife research
projects, awareness programs, including in the Small
Mammals Conservation and Research Foundation
(SMCRF). During this time, he applied for the Rufford
Small Grants and was fortunate enough to receive
the grant, which marked the beginning of his true
conservation journey. As the principal investigator,
he led the project and successfully completed it,
gaining valuable experiences—both positive and
negative. The Rufford Foundation has had a
profound and inspiring impact on his conservation
efforts.

Bishnu Achhami

Ganesh PuriGanesh began conservat ion journey dr iven
by a  pass ion for  address ing human-wi ld l i fe
conf l icts ,  part icu lar ly  in  the Western Tera i
region of  Nepal .  His  work  pr imar i ly  focuses
on mit igat ing conf l icts  between f ish ing cats
and local  f ish  farmers  through market-based
solut ions.  By  establ ish ing the F ish ing Cat
Coexistence In i t iat ive,  he has worked
closely  with  local  communit ies  to create
susta inable  programs that  protect  both
l ive l ihoods and wi ld l i fe .
He is  the founder  of  the Western Tera i
F ish ing Cat  Conservat ion Project  and
current ly  works  as  a  forest  off icer  under  the
Ministry  of  Forest  and Env i ronment in
Bagmati  Prov ince,  Hetauda.  The support
f rom Rufford has been instrumental  in
ampl i fy ing these efforts ,  enabl ing h im to
implement innovat ive strategies  l ike  the F ish
Bank Program,  which compensates f ish
farmers  for  losses and supports
conservat ion goals .  

Get  in  touch:  L inkedIn.

https://www.linkedin.com/in/ganesh-puri-0a2344247/


PARTICIPANTS

Mr. Hemanta Dhakal is nature and bird lover. He holds a
Master’s degree in Zoology from Nepal and has been
actively involved in vulture and bird conservation since
2009. With over a dozen publications in local, national,
and international peer-reviewed journals, he is a
respected voice in his field. He has also authored several
books focused on vultures and birds. Additionally, he is a
committed activist advocating against development
projects that threaten natural habitats and avian species.
Mr. Dhakal is also awarded with some reputed
conservation awards locally and nationally for awareness
and research campaign on vulture conservation. After
two small grants from the Rufford Foundation, UK.,
recently on Jan 2024 he was able to get Rufford Booster
grant for conservation of vultures in four provinces
(Gandaki, Lumbini, Sudhur Paschim and Karnali) of Nepal.
Mr. Dhakal is a faculty member at Zoology Department,
Prithivi Narayan Campus, Founder Secretary and life
member of Pokhara Bird Society, National Focal person
of IUCN SSC Specialist group of Nepal, IUCN SSC
Vulture Specialist Group member, general member of
American Ornithological Society, Life member of Birdlife
International Nepal.

Hemanta Dhakal

Jyoti Bhandari

Jyot i  Bhandar i  is  a  dedicated forestry  expert
with  extensive knowledge in  vegetat ion
ecology,  s i lv icu lture,  wi ld l i fe  and community
forestry .  Her  expert ise encompasses cr i t ica l
areas such as  poverty  a l lev iat ion,  l ive l ihood
enhancement,  b iodivers i ty  conservat ion,  and
forest  governance,  part icu lar ly  with in
developing countr ies  l ike  Nepal ,  India ,  and
China.  Bhandar i 's  research interests  a lso
include otter  survey,  wet land and grass land
management,  and rura l  development.  In  Ju ly
2017,  she led a  project  funded by a  Rufford
Smal l  Grant ,  focusing on the conservat ion
status and awareness of  Smooth-Coated
Otters  in  Babai  R iver  of  Bardia  Nat ional  Park .
Her  work  a ims to integrate otter  conservat ion
with  community  welfare,  address ing both
ecologica l  and socio-economic chal lenges.
Further ing her  impact,  Bhandar i  received the
Organizat ion for  Women in  Sc ience for  the
Developing Wor ld (OWSD) Ear ly  Career
Fel lowship in  2020.  Her  contr ibut ions are
pivota l  in  advancing susta inable  forestry
pract ices and promoting rura l  development
through her  dedicated research and advocacy.
Through her  research and projects,  Bhandar i
contr ibutes to advancing susta inable  forestry
pract ices and promoting the balance between
human and ecologica l  needs.



PARTICIPANTS

Kamal  Devkota holds an M.Sc.  f rom the
Tr ibhuvan Univers i ty ,  Nepal .  He is  the
Pres ident  of  Save The L ives Society ,  and a
member of  the IUCN SSC Snake Specia l ist
Group.  As a  Zoologist ,  he is  leading
research and outreach pr imar i ly  on snakes,
conf l ict  mit igat ions,  and snakebite
management s ince 2011 .  His  works  has
been publ ished in  d i f ferent  journals  and
has presented at  conferences.  He has
conducted numerous awareness programs
l ike Nepal  Snake Fest iva l ,  Theatre in
Educat ion,  Save The L ives,  Save The K ing,
Human-Snake Co-ex istence,  Save Snakes
Save Nature,  Snake Rescue Methods,  etc.
He a lso acts/di rects  radio,  street  and
theatre dramas as  wel l  as  Nepal i  f i lms.
Kamal  is  gratefu l  to  The Rufford
Foundat ion for  support ing h is  works  and
connect ing h im with  internat ional
sc ient i f ic  and conservat ion communit ies.

Get in touch: Facebook Instagram YouTube
ResearchGate

Kamal Devkota

Since her  ear ly  years  as  a  forestry  student,
K i ran developed a  profound interest  in
conservat ion which grew as  a  pass ion over
t ime.  To channel  th is  pass ion,  she began
volunteer ing with  NBrCC where she
contr ibuted to a  project  that  a imed to
intervene tools  to mit igate human-elephant
conf l icts .  She a lso volunteered in  severa l
other  projects  on e lephant  and biodivers i t  and
ended up pursuing a  Master 's  degree in
Wi ld l i fe  Management and B iodivers i ty
Conservat ion.  This  decis ion brought  her
c loser  to  rea l iz ing her  dream of  becoming a
dedicated conservat ionist .  Rufford has been
pivota l  in  her  conservat ion career ,  offer ing a
strong foundat ion.  The support  and funding
have equipped her  with  the resources needed
to implement and expand sk i ls  through her
project ,  "Ecology and Conservat ion of  Gaur  in
Nepal , ” .  She enjoys  photography in  her  spare
t imes.

Get  in  touch:  L inkedIn  Facebook

Kiran Poudel

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61552204598762
https://www.instagram.com/kamaldevkota_kd/
https://m.youtube.com/@Kamal.Devkota
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Kamal-Devkota-2
https://www.linkedin.com/in/kiran-poudel-717167160/
https://www.facebook.com/keyrun.poudel


PARTICIPANTS
Kushal Shrestha
Kushal  Shrestha is  the youngest  Forest
Off icer  at  the Min istry  of  Forests  and
Envi ronment,  Government of  Nepal .  He
holds an M.Sc.  in  Forestry  f rom
Agr iculture and Forestry  Univers i ty  (2020-
2023).  He began h is  conservat ion journey
in  2016 as  a  coordinator  for  the Alumni
Associat ion for  Conservat ion and
Development at  the Inst i tute of  Forestry
Coordinat ion Committee,  where he led
tra in ing and awareness programs.  He then
volunteered with  Fr iends of  Nature and
Chandra Gurung Conservat ion
Foundat ion,  and jo ined Greenhood Nepal
as  a  Research Associate in  2019 to 2022
dur ing which he a lso led a  Rufford-funded
project  to uncover  i l legal  b i rd  t rade in
Kathmandu and ra ise awareness.  His  work
s igni f icant ly  advanced the understanding
of  b i rd  t rade issues in  the region and
contr ibuted to stronger  conservat ion
measures.  He is  pass ionate about  b i rd ing
and explor ing new places,  which fuels  h is
commitment to av i fauna conservat ion.

Get  in  touch:  Facebook L inkedIn

Manju Shree Thakur
Manju Shree Thakur  is  deeply  pass ionate
about  wi ld l i fe  conservat ion and envi ronmental
sc ience.  She is  a  faculty  member  at
GoldenGate Internat ional  Col lege in  the
Envi ronmental  Sc ience Department,  where
she teaches and inspi res  the next  generat ion
of  env i ronmental  sc ient ists .  Addit ional ly ,  she
serves as  a  research associate at  Enprosc,  an
organizat ion dedicated to env i ronmental
protect ion and susta inable  conservat ion.  Her
recent  research pr imar i ly  focuses on wi ld l i fe
road safety ,  s loth bears ,  and str iped hyenas.
These projects  a im to know about  the status,
mit igate human-wi ld l i fe  conf l icts  and
promote coexistence between communit ies
and wi ld l i fe .  The Rufford Foundat ion has been
instrumental  in  support ing her  efforts  in
wi ld l i fe  road safety .  Thei r  grant  a l lowed her  to
carry  out  extensive f ie ldwork  and ra ise
awareness about  the importance of  safe road
pract ices to min imize roadki l l  inc idents.

https://www.facebook.com/kushalbirder/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/kushal-shrestha-44097712b/


PARTICIPANTS

Prakash Poudel  is  an ear ly  career
conservat ionist  and a  botanist  focused
on threatened plant  species
conservat ion.  Current ly ,  he works  as  a
Research Associate at  Greenhood Nepal ,
where he looks after  p lant  conservat ion
and restorat ion in i t iat ives combining
f ie ldwork,  research and community
col laborat ions.  He was prev iously
engaged in  ident i fy ing,  document ing and
conserv ing threatened species  l ike  yews
and orchids.  With the support  of  the
Rufford Foundat ion,  he is  now
implement ing a  threatened Tree-fern
documentat ion and conservat ion project
in  the Gaur ishankar  Conservat ion Area.
When not  immersed in  research,  he
enjoys s inging and play ing footbal l .

Get  in  touch:  X  

Prakash Poudel

Rajan Prasad PaudelDr.  Ra jan Prasad Paudel  is  an expert  in
wi ld l i fe  b io logy focusing on mammal
research and conservat ion.  Dr .  Paudel
holds a  Ph.D.  in  Wi ld l i fe  B io logy and
Medic ine f rom Hokkaido Univers i ty ,
Japan,  an M.Sc.  in  B iodivers i ty  and
Envi ronmental  Management f rom the
Univers i ty  of  Bergen,  Norway,  and a
B.Sc.  in  Forestry  f rom Kathmandu
Forestry  Col lege,  Tr ibhuvan Univers i ty .
He is  a  Conservat ion Off icer  at  the
Nat ional  Trust  for  Nature Conservat ion,
Nepal ,  and founder  of  the Center  for
People and P lanet .  He is  a  Nat ional
Geographic  Society  explorer ,  WWF EFN
fel low,  recip ient  of  the prest ig ious
NORAD and MEXT scholarsh ip,  and
grants  f rom Rufford Smal l  Grants.  His
recent  work  involves bear  research and
conservat ion in  Nepal .  Through grants
from Rufford,  he conducted the f i rst -
ever  non- invas ive genet ic  study on s loth
bears  f rom Nepal  and reached out  to
communit ies  l iv ing in  the landscape with
bears .

Get  in  touch:  Facebook Instagram
LinkedIn 

https://x.com/pracaspoudel
https://www.facebook.com/paudelraja/
https://www.instagram.com/rajan093/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/rajan-paudel-54207321/


PARTICIPANTS

Sabitr i  Ra i  is  a  master ’s  graduate in
Envi ronmental  Sc ience and a  Research
Fel low of  the Nepal  Conservat ion Research
Fel lowship,  a  col laborat ion between
Greenhood Nepal  and Lancaster  Univers i ty .
In  2021,  she led a  project  t i t led
" Implement ing and Eva luat ing Conservat ion
Educat ion Intervent ions in  Gaur ishankar
Conservat ion Area,  Ramechhap"  where she
educated over  170 students  on red panda
conservat ion.  Sabit r i  has  a  strong pass ion
for  educat ing the publ ic  about  endangered
wi ld l i fe  and f requent ly  contr ibutes op-ed
art ic les  to dai ly  newspapers.  Addit ional ly ,
she enjoys  designing v isual  mater ia ls  such
as posters ,  infographics,  and booklets .

Sabitri Rai

Sabin Adhikari
Sabin  is  an aspi r ing herpetologist  with  an
academic background in  Env i ronmental  Sc ience.
His  conservat ion journey began as  a  student
volunteer  at  the Turt le  Rescue and Conservat ion
Centre in  Jhapa,  Southeastern Nepal .  Over  t ime,
he rea l ized that  wi ld l i fe  conservat ion was h is
true pass ion,  and s ince then,  he has act ive ly
pursued opportunit ies  to expand h is  knowledge
and sk i l ls  in  wi ld l i fe  research and conservat ion.
Current ly ,  Sabin  serves as  a  Research Fel low at
Wi ld l i fe  Conservat ion and Research Endeavour
(WILD CARE)  Nepal .  He is  a lso a  member  of
IUCN SSC Tortoise and Freshwater  Turt le
Specia l ist  Group.  The Rufford Smal l  Grants  have
played a  p ivota l  ro le  in  advancing h is  work  in
e longated tortoise conservat ion,  a  f ie ld  that  has
long capt ivated h is  interest .  This  support  has
enabled h im to t ransform his  ideas into act ion,
strengthen conservat ion efforts ,  and make a
tangib le  impact  on the species  he is  dedicated
to.  I t  has  a lso re inforced h is  resolve to cont inue
work ing on the conservat ion of  neglected yet
threatened tortoise species.

Get  in  touch:  Facebook L inkedIn ResearchGate

https://www.facebook.com/sabin.adhikari.370
https://www.linkedin.com/in/sabinadhikari/
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Sabin-Adhikari-10
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Samjhana Kawan holds an MSc in
envi ronmental  sc ience f rom Khwopa
Col lege.  After  complet ing my master 's
degree,  she was granted a  Rufford
Conservat ion Grant  for  the conservat ion of
Lesser  adjutant .  She worked with  youth and
women in  Lumbin i  and Bardia  for  the
conservat ion of  large wading b i rds  inc luding
LA.  Current ly ,  she ’s  pursuing her  PhD degree
at  the Centra l  Department of  Env i ronement
Sciences,  Kr i t ipur ,  and a lso work ing as  a
Program Coordinator  in  Lumbin i
Env i ronmental  Serv ices,  Baneshwor,  involved
in  the sector  of  research and conservat ion
of  b iodivers i ty  inc luding large wading b i rds.

RSG has been instrumental  in  prov id ing the
platform to coordinate with  the local  people
of  remote parts  of  Nepal  to  conserve the
threatened species.  I t  he lped to standardize
and systemat ize her  conservat ion career  in
Nepal ,  for  which she’s  thankfu l  to  the RSG.

Get in  touch:  L inkedIn

Samjhana Khawan

Sachet Timilsina
Sachet  is  a  dedicated ear ly -career
conservat ionist  with  a  background in
forestry  sc ience.  His  conservat ion
journey began dur ing h is  M.Sc.  thes is ,
when he ass isted a  project  on snow
leopard.  He received h is  f i rst  Rufford
Grant  to assess snow leopard
populat ion engage local  communit ies  in
conservat ion efforts .  Through the
Rufford Foundat ion,  he ga ined va luable
exper ience in  project  design and
execut ion,  successfu l ly  engaging with
local  communit ies  and schools  to
promote snow leopard conservat ion.
He is  current ly  work ing as  a  Forestry
Instructor  at  Nirmal  Lama Polytechnic
Inst i tute,  Bardibas-11 ,  Mahottar i .

Get  in  touch:  L inkedIn

https://www.linkedin.com/in/samjhana-kawan-1a188a186/
http://www.linkedin.com/in/sachet-timilsina
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Sanej  Suwal  is  a  conservat ionist  with  a  deep
passion for  butterf l ies ,  leading to extensive
f ie ld  research across Nepal 's  d iverse
landscapes.  He is  a  Research Associate at  the
Nature Conservat ion and Study Centre (NCSC)
a registered NGO, and the founder  of  non-
registered Butterf ly  Watchers  Nepal ,  a  c i t izen
science in i t iat ive.  Over  the years ,  he has
combined sc ient i f ic  research with  community
engagement to promote butterf ly
conservat ion,  focusing on both h ighland and
lowland species.
The Rufford Foundat ion has been instrumental
in  h is  conservat ion efforts ,  prov id ing crucia l
funding for  projects  that  documented
butterf ly  d ivers i ty  in  Suryabinayak and Rara
Nat ional  Park ,  and engaged local  communit ies
in  susta inable  conservat ion pract ices.  Beyond
butterf l ies  he is  pass ionate about  graphic
design and uses h is  sk i l ls  to  design knowledge
products  for  extended outreach.

Get  in  touch:  L inkedIn  ResearchGate HeyLink

Sanej Suwal

In  school ,  when Sof iya  f i rst  learned about
the food chain,  she was fascinated by
how nature operates and mainta ins
balance with in  ecosystems.  Inf luenced
by her  love for  nature,  she explored
potent ia l  career  opt ions in  wi ld l i fe  and
conservat ion,  which led her  to  pursue a
bachelor 's  and master 's  degree in
Envi ronmental  Sc ience.  Her  research and
conservat ion journey began with
Bachelor ’s  thes is  on Rhesus macaque
and Master ’s  thes is  on the Indian
pangol in .  Current ly  she works  at  Fr iends
of  Nature Nepal  as  a  Project  Off icer
where she is  leading her  Rufford project
on pangol ins .  Rufford has f inancia l ly
supported her  work  and deepened her
commitment to conservat ion.  Beyond
work,  she enjoys  nature photography,
explor ing rura l  communit ies  to learn
about  thei r  cu ltures.

Get  in  touch:  Facebook Instagram

Sofiya K.C.

https://www.linkedin.com/in/sanej-prasad-suwal-15445b33/
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Sanish Dhungana is a committed Finance and
Admin Officer at Greenhood Nepal, where he
expertly manages both financial and
administrative operations. With a Master’s
degree in Finance and Accounting and
ongoing studies toward a CA qualification,
Sanish is dedicated to enhancing his
professional expertise and staying at the
leading edge of his field. 

Beyond his professional pursuits, he relishes
hiking and trekking, finding both challenge
and inspiration in nature's landscapes. He
also has a keen interest in sports and enjoys
participating in and following various sports
matches. 

Sanish Dhungana

Reshu is a Nepal-based conservationist with
research experience and a strong interest in the
wildlife trade. Her interdisciplinary profile includes
diverse areas such as project design and
management, fundraising, and capacity
development.

She holds two master’s degrees in natural social
science and has obtained skill development
training that has capacitated her to lead and
support several conservation research and
initiatives. She loves exploring methods in
conservation to generate science-based evidence.
Reshu is strongly committed to building capacity
in conservation, particularly among the emerging
conservation leaders and local communities. 

Reshu Bashyal
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Rufford Learn ing Event  Co-ordinator
Research Fel low,  Greenhood Nepal
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