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Introduction  

“Let’s Protect Sri Lankan Biodiversity” The Rufford second in-country conference - Sri Lanka 

was held from 27th to 29th January 2022 at Oak Ray Regency, Deveni Rajasinghe Mawatha, 

Kandy, Sri Lanka.  The Bio Conservation Society (BCSL)- Sri Lanka has organized this second 

Rufford in-country conference in Sri Lanka to share the project experience of Rufford grantees 

among them and also make known to general public.  Full day presentations were conducted 

in 27th and 28th and a field trip was conducted in the third day 29th.   However, due to limited 

number of recent Rufford grantees in Sri Lanka non- grantees were invited from various 

institutions such as Department of Wildlife Conservation, Several Universities, National 

Institute of Fundamental Studies and Ministry of Environment etc.   Furthermore, several 

postgraduate and undergraduate students conducted presentations on their research 

findings (non-grantees).  The conference was conducted in hybrid mode (physical and online 

modes).  Four Rufford grantees from Pakistan, India, Nepal and Bangladesh presented their 

project activities via zoom flatform.  Moreover, some advance level school children were 

invited to the conference as attendees to get an experience. Whole two day sessions were 

live streamed through zoom and Facebook.  Altogether about 140 individuals were joined the 

conference during the three days while some people attended whole conference while some 

only one or two days.        

Inauguration 
 

Opening of conference was marked by the lighting of traditional oil lamp by some attendees 
representing different organizations. After that welcome speech was delivered by Dr. Lalith 
Ekanayake (BCSL), Chief organizer of the conference.  Thereafter, keynote speech was 
delivered by Prof. Ashoka Dangolla a prominent scientist attached to the Faculty of Veterinary 
Medicine and Animal Science, University of Peradeniya, Sri Lanka.  His speech on “Current 
Human Wildlife Conflicts and Evidence on Biodiversity Imbalances in Sri Lanka” and discussed 
the conflict of human with various wild animals in Sri Lanka such as elephants, monkeys, 
crocodiles, sea turtles, leopards, peacocks, poisonous snakes, wasps etc.  After the keynote 
speech Dr. Lalith Ekanayake presented on “Community participation for the sea turtles & 
coastal biodiversity conservation in Kalpitiya peninsula, Sri Lanka” mainly focusing Rufford 
funded community based conservation programmes.    
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Day One Sessions (Thursday 27th January 2022) 
 
There were three sessions conducted on the first day included 14 presentations on various 
subjects.  Four presenters were Sri Lankan Rufford grantees and one Rufford grantee from 
Nepal presented via zoom during the first day.  Prof. Deepal Subasinghe from National 
Institute of Fundamental Studies (Biodiversity and renewable energy: friends or foes), Prof. 
Rupika Rajakaruna from University of Peradeniya (Marine microplastic debris in Sri Lanka) and 
Mr. Ranjan Marasinghe - Director Operations, Department of Wildlife Conservation (The 
evolution of wildlife conservation laws of Sri Lanka and the privileges and the responsibilities 
of researchers) conducted invited speeches.   
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Day Two Sessions (Friday 28th January 2022) 
 
There were three sessions conducted on the second day included 16 presentations on various 
subjects.  Five presenters were Sri Lankan Rufford grantees and three Rufford grantee from 
India, Pakistan and Bangladesh presented via zoom during the second day.  Mr. Thushan 
Kapurusinghe from the Turtle Conservation Project conducted the keynote presentation on 
the second day on Community Bases Environmental Conservation in Sri Lanka.  Moreover 
Prof. Kapila Dissanayke from the University of Sabaragamuwa, Dr. Kanishka Ukuwela from the 
University of Rajarata, Dr. Darshani Singhalage from the Uva Wellassa University, Mrs. Nilmini 
Ranasinghe - Assistant Director, Biodiversity Secretariat, Ministry of Environment also 
conducted presentations.  
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                  Appreciation for the second day keynote speaker  
 

Certificate of presentation  
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Audience  
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General Discussion  
 
Every day there were several general discussions were conducted allowing audience to ask 
questions from the presenters and get the clarifications and answers for their questions.      
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                          Online live streaming – Zoom and Facebook  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Conference Registration  

 Certificate of participation – Journalist from Divaina Newspaper 
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Day Three Saturday 29th January 2022 - Field trip to Deanston in Knuckels  
 
On the final day, the participants were taken on a field trip to Deanston and seven falls in the 
world heritage conserved reserve Knuckles.  It was traveled about 70km from the conference 
venue and the trip started about 6.30 am from the hotel.   
 
The Knuckles Mountain Range lies in central Sri Lanka, in the Districts of Matale and Kandy. 
The range takes its name from a series of recumbent folds and peaks in the west of the massif 
which resemble the knuckles of clenched fist when viewed from certain locations in the Kandy 
District. Whilst this name was assigned by early British surveyors, the Sinhalese residents have 
traditionally referred to the area as Dumbara Kanduvetiya meaning Mist-laden Mountain 
Range. 
 
The higher montane area is often robed in thick layers of cloud. In addition to its aesthetic 
value, the range is of great scientific interest. It is a climatic microcosm of the rest of Sri Lanka 
as the conditions of all the climatic zones in the country are exhibited in the massif. At higher 
elevations there is a series of isolated cloud forests, harbouring a variety of flora and fauna. 
Although the range constitutes approximately 0.03% of the island's total area, it is home to a 
significantly higher proportion of the country's biodiversity. The isolated Knuckles range 
harbours several relict, endemic flora and fauna that are distinct from central massif. More 
than 34 percent of Sri Lanka's endemic trees, shrubs, and herbs are only found in these forests. 
Knuckles Conservation Forest was included in UNESCO natural world heritage list in 2010 as 
part of Central Highlands of Sri Lanka. 
 
Mr. Kapila Weerathunga Range Forest officer at Forest Department and other officers from 
the Deanston forest office guided the field trip.  First the participants were taken to the 
Deanston “Mini World's End”.  It was about 53km from the hotel and then the round hike is 
about 3 km distance by walking.  After the Mini Worlds End participants were taken to seven 
falls which is another 17 km from the Deanston.  Seven falls mean seven small water falls in 
the upper part of the “Heen Ganga” river.  Mr. Kapila explained about the Knuckles forest 
range and its important biodiversity.  The participants had a chance gain more knowledge 
about the area.  It was notice that all the participants were well enjoyed the trip while some 
were afraid of leeches.      
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Supporting team  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

            Dr. Lalith and family 
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Conference News 2022 

1. ශ්  රී ලංකාවේ ජෛව විවිධත්වය සංරක්ෂණයට අත වෙයි | Divaina       Open 

Hyperlink  

2. https://www.wijeya.lk/news-online/ජෛව-සංරක්ෂණ-සංගමය-සහ-රෆඩ්-
ආයතනය-ශ%්E2%80%8Dරී-ලංකාවේ-ජෛව-විවිධත්වය-සංරක්ෂණයට-අතවෙයි/2-
61052     
Copy - paste this link to the browser     
 
3. Live stream in FB  
 
Full day – day 01 – 8 hours  
 
https://www.facebook.com/100004074302047/videos/2262099020615308/  
 
Full day – day 02 – 7 hours  
 
https://www.facebook.com/100004074302047/videos/455405532968776/  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://divaina.lk/%e0%b7%81%e0%b7%8a%e0%b6%bb%e0%b7%93-%e0%b6%bd%e0%b6%82%e0%b6%9a%e0%b7%8f%e0%b7%80%e0%b7%9a-%e0%b6%a2%e0%b7%9b%e0%b7%80-%e0%b7%80%e0%b7%92%e0%b7%80%e0%b7%92%e0%b6%b0%e0%b6%ad/
Conference%20News%202022.docx
Conference%20News%202022.docx
Conference%20News%202022.docx
https://www.facebook.com/100004074302047/videos/2262099020615308/
https://www.facebook.com/100004074302047/videos/455405532968776/
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News Link-  The Island online :  Three-day conference on biodiversity conservation 

successfully concluded – The Island  

The Island Printed   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://island.lk/three-day-conference-on-biodiversity-conservation-successfully-concluded/
https://island.lk/three-day-conference-on-biodiversity-conservation-successfully-concluded/
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Discussion with Prof. Kapila Dissanayake, University of 

Sabaragamuwa during the conference 

 


