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Introduction

“Let’s Protect Sri Lankan Biodiversity” The Rufford second in-country conference - Sri Lanka
was held from 27™ to 29% January 2022 at Oak Ray Regency, Deveni Rajasinghe Mawatha,
Kandy, Sri Lanka. The Bio Conservation Society (BCSL)- Sri Lanka has organized this second
Rufford in-country conference in Sri Lanka to share the project experience of Rufford grantees
among them and also make known to general public. Full day presentations were conducted
in 27" and 28t and a field trip was conducted in the third day 29%™. However, due to limited
number of recent Rufford grantees in Sri Lanka non- grantees were invited from various
institutions such as Department of Wildlife Conservation, Several Universities, National
Institute of Fundamental Studies and Ministry of Environment etc. Furthermore, several
postgraduate and undergraduate students conducted presentations on their research
findings (non-grantees). The conference was conducted in hybrid mode (physical and online
modes). Four Rufford grantees from Pakistan, India, Nepal and Bangladesh presented their
project activities via zoom flatform. Moreover, some advance level school children were
invited to the conference as attendees to get an experience. Whole two day sessions were
live streamed through zoom and Facebook. Altogether about 140 individuals were joined the
conference during the three days while some people attended whole conference while some
only one or two days.

Inauguration

Opening of conference was marked by the lighting of traditional oil lamp by some attendees
representing different organizations. After that welcome speech was delivered by Dr. Lalith
Ekanayake (BCSL), Chief organizer of the conference. Thereafter, keynote speech was
delivered by Prof. Ashoka Dangolla a prominent scientist attached to the Faculty of Veterinary
Medicine and Animal Science, University of Peradeniya, Sri Lanka. His speech on “Current
Human Wildlife Conflicts and Evidence on Biodiversity Imbalances in Sri Lanka” and discussed
the conflict of human with various wild animals in Sri Lanka such as elephants, monkeys,
crocodiles, sea turtles, leopards, peacocks, poisonous snakes, wasps etc. After the keynote
speech Dr. Lalith Ekanayake presented on “Community participation for the sea turtles &
coastal biodiversity conservation in Kalpitiya peninsula, Sri Lanka” mainly focusing Rufford
funded community based conservation programmes.
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Day One Sessions (Thursday 27" January 2022)

There were three sessions conducted on the first day included 14 presentations on various
subjects. Four presenters were Sri Lankan Rufford grantees and one Rufford grantee from
Nepal presented via zoom during the first day. Prof. Deepal Subasinghe from National
Institute of Fundamental Studies (Biodiversity and renewable energy: friends or foes), Prof.
Rupika Rajakaruna from University of Peradeniya (Marine microplastic debris in Sri Lanka) and
Mr. Ranjan Marasinghe - Director Operations, Department of Wildlife Conservation (The
evolution of wildlife conservation laws of Sri Lanka and the privileges and the responsibilities
of researchers) conducted invited speeches.
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Day Two Sessions (Friday 28" January 2022)

There were three sessions conducted on the second day included 16 presentations on various
subjects. Five presenters were Sri Lankan Rufford grantees and three Rufford grantee from
India, Pakistan and Bangladesh presented via zoom during the second day. Mr. Thushan
Kapurusinghe from the Turtle Conservation Project conducted the keynote presentation on
the second day on Community Bases Environmental Conservation in Sri Lanka. Moreover
Prof. Kapila Dissanayke from the University of Sabaragamuwa, Dr. Kanishka Ukuwela from the
University of Rajarata, Dr. Darshani Singhalage from the Uva Wellassa University, Mrs. Nilmini
Ranasinghe - Assistant Director, Biodiversity Secretariat, Ministry of Environment also
conducted presentations.

"

ets Protec Sﬂ Lan\ '} ‘ ‘
THE RUFFORD SECOND IN-COUNTRY CONFERENCE OND IN-COUNTRY CONFERENCE | |
SRILANKA - 2022 T LANKA - 2022

Ruffor:
029" JANUARY 2022 4

REGENCY. KANDY. SRI LANKA
10N SOCIETY SRILAN ‘

Mr. Thushan Kapurusinghe Mr. Ashan Thudugala
b 111111111

—

Dr. Kanishka Ukuwela Mrs. Nilmini Ranasinghe

B ! A . .
{ i Lankan B | y ‘ 1 Blodiversi \, | \
3C 1 Lanka |

ECOND ECOND IN- COUNTRY CONFERENCE ImNTzRY CONFERENCE . t

SRILANKA - 2022

Ruffor::}
I” T029° JANUARY 2022 i

RAY REGENCY. KANDY. SRI LANK
)(ONSERVATION SOCIETY SR

-

Prof. Kapila Dissanayke Ms. Chathurika Munasinghe




ets Protect Sri Lank

JFFORD SECOND IN-COU}
SRILANKA -

CONFERENCE )

_ 2 T029° JANUG
AT OAK RAY REGENCY

ANI7EN RYD [RVAT
‘*l\».r.. B BIO CONSERVAT

=

Appreciation for the second day keynote speaker

Certificate of presentation

; prtoct St | ank
Lets ProteCt 311 LE

THE RUFFORD SECOND IN-COUNTRY CONFERENCE
SRILANKA - 2022

THE RUFFORD SECOND IN-COUNTRY CONFERENCE
SRILANKA - 2022

Ruffor:

NK

L 7"

§
T

“Lets Protect Sri Lank y THE RVLjVFFdRB;ECONvD IN-COUNTRY CONFEREN

THE RUFFORD SECOND IN-COUNTRY CONFERENCE GRILANKA - 2022 :
Ruffor:

SRILANKA - 2022

7 102! RUH:OF AT ‘}\RY 2022
Prouma RGN SR Lok o ATOAKRAYRE ﬁ.ANpY SRI LANKA
R “TY SRILANKA (B(SL) DBYBIO(ONSw. /7' SOCIETYSRILA

[/

1)

Nk f
NAA (BO

THE RUFFORD SECOND IN-COUNTRY CONFERENCE
SRILANKA - 2022

i 21 T029° JANUARY
. FKRAY REGENCY
27" 1029° JANUARY. 20
OAKRAY REGENCY. KANDY SR
BIO(( (OCIE




Audience

"Lt Protect 9 Lagnin g 5ty |

= RO Lt Bty

THERUFORD SECOND I oo e |
SUUNA- X0

T

i
Ll ’[}‘. n




General Discussion

Every day there were several general discussions were conducted allowing audience to ask
guestions from the presenters and get the clarifications and answers for their questions.
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Day Three Saturday 29" January 2022 - Field trip to Deanston in Knuckels

On the final day, the participants were taken on a field trip to Deanston and seven falls in the
world heritage conserved reserve Knuckles. It was traveled about 70km from the conference
venue and the trip started about 6.30 am from the hotel.

The Knuckles Mountain Range lies in central Sri Lanka, in the Districts of Matale and Kandy.
The range takes its name from a series of recumbent folds and peaks in the west of the massif
which resemble the knuckles of clenched fist when viewed from certain locations in the Kandy
District. Whilst this name was assigned by early British surveyors, the Sinhalese residents have
traditionally referred to the area as Dumbara Kanduvetiya meaning Mist-laden Mountain
Range.

The higher montane area is often robed in thick layers of cloud. In addition to its aesthetic
value, the range is of great scientific interest. It is a climatic microcosm of the rest of Sri Lanka
as the conditions of all the climatic zones in the country are exhibited in the massif. At higher
elevations there is a series of isolated cloud forests, harbouring a variety of flora and fauna.
Although the range constitutes approximately 0.03% of the island'’s total area, it is home to a
significantly higher proportion of the country's biodiversity. The isolated Knuckles range
harbours several relict, endemic flora and fauna that are distinct from central massif. More
than 34 percent of Sri Lanka's endemic trees, shrubs, and herbs are only found in these forests.
Knuckles Conservation Forest was included in UNESCO natural world heritage list in 2010 as
part of Central Highlands of Sri Lanka.

Mr. Kapila Weerathunga Range Forest officer at Forest Department and other officers from
the Deanston forest office guided the field trip. First the participants were taken to the
Deanston “Mini World's End”. It was about 53km from the hotel and then the round hike is
about 3 km distance by walking. After the Mini Worlds End participants were taken to seven
falls which is another 17 km from the Deanston. Seven falls mean seven small water falls in
the upper part of the “Heen Ganga” river. Mr. Kapila explained about the Knuckles forest
range and its important biodiversity. The participants had a chance gain more knowledge
about the area. It was notice that all the participants were well enjoyed the trip while some
were afraid of leeches.
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“Lets protect Sri Lankan Biodiversity” L3

The Rufford second in-country conference - Sri Lanka
2Tt to 29t January, 2022 at Oak Ray Regency, Deveni Rajasinghe Mawatha, Kandy

Programme Day 1 (Thursday 275 January 2022)

Registration  2.00 - 900 am

Inauguration ceremony  9.00 - 9,30 am

Welcome Address - Dr. Lolith Ekonayake, Chairman, Bio Conservation Society [BCSL)

Key Note Speech - CURRENT HUMAMN WILDLIFE CONFLICTS AND EVIDEMCE ON BIODIVERSITY IMBALAMCES
1M
9.30-10.10 am SRI LAMKA - Prof. Ashoka Dangolla, Department of Veterinary Clinical 5cience, Faculty of
Veterinary Medicine & Animal 5cience, University of Peradeniya
10.10-1020am  COMMUNITY PARTICIPATION FOR THE SEA TURTLES & COASTAL BIODIVERSITY
COMNSERVATION IN KALPITIYA PEMNINSULA, SRI LANKEA. Lolith Ekanayake
Group photo & Tea Break 10,20 - 11,00 am

Session 1 — Chairs — Prof. Ashoka Dangolla & Dr. Lalith Ekanayaks
PHYSIOLOGICAL RESPOMSES OF BRYOPHYTES TO HEAVY METAL ACCUMULATION, IM SRI

Eﬁ :2 i LAMEKA. N. C. 5. Ruklani, Sumudu C. K. Rubasinghe & K. M. G. G. Jaysuriya

11.15 am - “HERE BE DRAGOMNS": CONSERVING SRI LAMEA®S UNIQUE AND ENDEMIC AGAMID LIZARDS

11.30 am QOUTSIDE THE PROTECTED AREA NMETWOREK. Suranjon karunarathna, Thiling Surasinghe, Ruchira
Somaweerg, Kaonishka Ukuwela, Sujon Henkanaththegedara, Sandun Perera & Indiko
Peabotuwage

11.30 am - MULTI TAXA DISTRIBUTION MODEUMNG APPROACH TO DETERMINE COMSERVATION PRICRITY AREAS OF

11.45 am SRl LAMEA. fresha L Wijerothne, Dulan Vidanapathirena, Suranjen Korunarothng, Kanishika Ukuewela,

Lriyani Wickramasinghe, Jegaoth Gunatioke and Suranjan 5. Fernando.

11.45 am EIQDIVERSITY AND REMEWAEBLE ENERGY: FRIEMDS OR FOES Deepal Subasinghe
12.00 noon-
12.00 noon- | INVESTHSATION OF ANTIMICROBIAL RESISTANCE IN ESCHERICHIA COLI ISOLATED FROM S0IL
1215 pm AMD WATER AT KOS5GAMA SRl LAMKA. B. M. Y. I. Bosnayake, 5. G. T. Nisansaig, P. . J. B.
Wijewickrama, K. W. M. ¥. D. Gunosekara, N. K. Jayasekera, A. W. Kaelupahana, R. 5. Kalupahana,
A. Silva- Fletcher, K. 5. A. Kottawatto

1215 - UNDERSTAMDING THE IMPORTAMNCE OF PROTECTED AREAS (PAS), BUFFER ZOMES AND

12 30 pm CONMECTION CORRIDORS FOR AN ISLAND LEQPARD - Ponthera paordus kotiyo

Kittle A.M & Watson A.C

12.30- General discussion/ guestions

1.00 pmi
Lunch Break 1.00- 2.00pm (Buffet lunch will be provided at the same venue)

Session 2 — Chair — Prof. Deepal Subasinghe and Mr. Ajith Ethugala

2 00pm- FISHING CAT: STATUS AND ITS CONSERVATION IN WETLANDS OF CHITWAN NATIOMAL PARK,

2.15pm CENTRAL MEPAL. Rupesh Maharjan and Rama Mishro and Jhamak Bohadur Karki

2.15pm - IMPACT OF BARK DAMAGE BY SAMBAR (Rusa unicolor) ON THE WOODY VEGETATION OF

2.30pm HORTOMN PLAINS NATIONAL PARKE. Danushka 5. Weerasekera , Sachith Abeysundara,
K.B_.Ranawana

2 30pm- THE DETECTION AMD TRACKING OF ELEPHANTS THROUGH ELOC-MG INFRASOMNIC DETECTORS.

2.45pm Udoyanga Sampath and Asanka P. Sayakkara

2.45pm - MARINE MICROPLASTIC DEBRIS IN 5R1 LAMEA. Rupika Rajokaruna - Invited speech -

3.00pm

3.00pm- SEA TURTLES OF INDMA, Muralidharan Manocharokrishnan
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3.15pm

3.15pm- A CITIZEN SCIEMCE APPROACH TO LONG-TERM WILDLIFE MONMITORING. Kushini Amanda
3.30pm Kolupahana, leff Bullock, Yasodhora Gunasekara, A Silva Fletcher

3.30pm- General discussion/ questions

4 00pm

Tea Break 4.00pm - 4.20pm

Session 3 - Chairs Dr. Lalith Ekanayake and Mr. Sanath Gunawardena

4 20pm - DOES DIEBACK AFFECT STAND COMPOSITION OF TROPICAL MOMNTAME FORESTS AT HORTON

4 35pm PLAINS NATIOMAL PARE, SRI LANKEA? K.5.0. Fernando, A.M.TA. Gunaratne, K.B. Ranawang
and 5.F. Abeysundara

4 35pm- Invited speech - THE EVOLUTION OF WILDLIFE CONSERVATION LAWS OF 5R1 LANKA AND THE

L.05pm PRIVILEGES AMND THE RESPONSIBILITIES OF RESEARCHERS. Ranjaon Marasinghe

L.05pm - General discussion/ questions

L.30pm

5.30 pm Close for the 1* Day

Programme Day 2 |Friday 28" January 2022)

Registration

2.00 - 9.00 am

Session 1 - Chairs Prof. Kapila Diszanayake and Mr. 5anath Gunawardena

.00 am - Key Note Speech Day 2 - COMMUNITY BASED ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION IN SRI
230 am LAMEKA. - Thushaon Kapurusinghe

9.30am- EFFECT OF EXTREME HEAT OM INDIAM FLYING FOXES {Pteropus medius) IN PAKISTAN.
S.45am Touseef Ahmed, Tigga Kingston

2.45am- ORIGINS OF BIODIVERSITY IN SR1 LANKA: A LIZARDS TALE. Kanishko Ukuwela

10.00am

10.00am- ROLE OF BIODIVERSTY DIVISION OF ENVIRONMENT MINISTRY REGARDING BIODIVERSITY
10.15%am COMSERVATION/ RESEARCH IN 5RI LANKA. Nilmini Ranasinghe

10.15%am- General discussion/ questions

10.30am

Tea Break 10.30 -11.00 am

Session 2 - Chairs Mr. Thushan Kapurusinghe & Dr. Kanishka Ukuwela

11 00Dam- HISTORY OF BOTANICAL ILLUSTRATIONS IM SRI LANKA. Dharshani Singhaloge

11.15%am

11.15am- MONITORING AND CONSERVATION OF WILD CATS 1IN HUMAN MEDIATED LAMDSCAPES, HILL
11 30am COUMTRY SRI LAMNKA. Ashan Thudugolo

11 30am- DAMSELFLIES IM THE MONTAME ZOME OF 5R1 LANKA: DIVERSTY, DISTRIBUTION AMND
11.45am COMSERVATION. Amilg Sumanapala

11 45am- NATURE-VIEWING PREFERENCES OF WILDLIFE TOURISTS. Dincy Mariyam

12.00nocon

12 00noon- SPECIES DIVERSITY AMD PEST CONTROL SERVICE OF INSECTIVOROUS BATS IN MAJDR TEA
12 15pm GROWING REGIONS IM 5RI LANKA. Tharako Kusuminda

12 15pm- UMDERUTILIZED FRUIT CROPS - NEED ATTENTION AS FUTURE CROPS REFEREMCE T THE
12 30pm STUDY ON Syzpgivm cumini MORPHOLOGICAL VARIATION. Kopilo Dissonayake

12 30pm- General discussion/ questions

1.00pm

Lunich Break 1.00-2.00 pm [Buffet lunch will be provided at the same venue)
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Session 3 - Chairs Dr. Dharshani 3inghalage and Mr. Mahinda S5akalasocoriya

2.00pm- RESTORATION OF FRAGMENTED SEAGRASS MEADOWS IN KEALPITIYA, 5RI LANKEA. Chathurika

2.15pm Munasinghe

2.15pm - COMMUNITY-BASED COMSERVATION AND POPULATION ASSESSMENT OF ENDAMNGERED

2.30pm WESTERN HOOLOCK GIEBOMN [Hoolock hoolock] IN BANMGLADESH. M Tarik Kabir and Nodine
Ruppert

2. 30pm- MODELING THE DISTRIEUTION OF HERPESTIDS AMD VIVERRID'S IN THREE PROTECTED AREAS

2.45pm IN DIFFEREMNT BIOCLIMATIC ZOMES OF 5RI1 LANKA. Duwlaon foyasekara

2.45pm - ADEQUATE AWAREMESS MAY ASSIST TO CONSERVE THE MATIOMNAL PARE'S

3.00pm PALEDBIODIVERSITY CASE STUDY — YALA MATIONAL PARK BLOCK {1) POTHOLES. Chamarg
Amarosinghe

3.00pm- LIVESTOCK GRAZING ON SALTMARSH PASTURES — A CASE STUDY IN MAMNNAR COASTLINE,

3.15pm SRI LAMKA. G. Madushika M. Kumari and K.B. Renowana

3.15pm- Diversity of terrestrial pest gastropods within agricultural and horticultural lands in the

3.30pm Nuwara Eliya district, Sri Lanka K.G.0.0. Thilokarathne, K.B. Ronawana, 5. Kumburegama

3.30pm- Questions f General discussion/Vote of thanks

4. 30pm

Tea Break and close of the sessions

Day 3 (Saturday 29" January 2022)
Field tour
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Conference News 2022

1. @8 Eom0ed 0edd SOV w-oeemwd gn @c@ | Divaina  Open
Hyperlink

2. https://www.wijeya.lk/news-online/eeD-t3.5 232 €5-t3.0® 3-e5%-C -
203525 3-B%E2%80%8D3-C-200D-00D-880Dw-t5: 08w d-gmneeiB[2-
61052

Copy - paste this link to the browser

3. Live stream in FB
Full day — day 01 — 8 hours

https://www.facebook.com/100004074302047/videos/2262099020615308/

Full day — day 02 — 7 hours

https://www.facebook.com/100004074302047/videos/455405532968776/
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News Link- The Island online : Three-day conference on biodiversity conservation
successfully concluded — The Island

The Island Printed
Bmwmhm-mm The Island NeWS

More TN poachers held amidst Indo-Lanka talks

Charitha, Tissa renamed

In spite of rogular consultations
between Colombo and New Dalhi as

Isiand. SLN headquarters spokesper
son told The Island. The official said
S nducting

over the oy

Jar incursions continue, gover
sources say.

arrangements are belng made to hand

o relevant authorities,” the

pprehended vessels and fish:

members of COPE, COPA

BY SAMAN INDRAJITH

eker

iy

The latest incident took pla:
Monday (07) as Forelgn Minist
Peiris was visiting New Delhi
lovel talks.

Fast Attack Craft of the ith

assigned to the Northern Com
had intercepted three Indian 1
along with 11 fishers off the D!

By IrHAM Nizam

The Bie Conservatlon
Soclety of SriLanka (BCSL)
in coliaboration with the
Rufferd Foundation, con-
ducted a three-day confer-
ence on blodiversity conser-
vation at the Oak-ray
Regency Hotel In Kandy last
week.

This conference was held
under the theme “Let's pro
tect Srl Lankan Biodiversity
- The Rufford second in-
country conference - Sri

LOST SHARE CERTIF

Lanks" and facilitated more
than 30 lectures and pressn-
tations of research findings.
BCSL Chairman Dr.
Lalith Ekanayake, in his
opening remarks, stated
that the conference, held
with the support of the
Rufford Foundation, had
facilitated the propagation
of a large amount of infor-
mation regarding research
and conservation activities
among young ressarchers.
He said the event had
enabled a range of research
activities involving both
fauna and
flors, and 1t
had provided
an opportunity
to attract for-
eign exchange

TCATES

as well. It
= P = made available
opportunities
. ~ud for both expe-

of this has engendered.

degroe of confldence which we didn't

immediste past. And it has

NOTICE 15 WEREBY GIVEN Tral £ waban Fowmman M) cowyw 4om o
G0 Of PDAGINON, A0 030%s OF regresontabons oo mace e Dheoctems of
T MCADeTive Cor Ty wil (30000 1 Heee Dupboals Bhare CantSsaxs

v e Orgrad S ars Coarthoutes wil be coursad Oy careniios are waz’

‘tackl
m" of whether (0 invite

vanmar to the summit, or to follow
the ASEAN grouping dec

rights
the relationship

rienced and
new
researchers to

engage in
investigations.
and many

L

The Annual

of Sri Munishwar

experts from forestry,
wildlife as well as biodiver-
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Keynote lectures on
“Current human-wildlife

conflicts and evidence on
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Prof. Ashoka Dangolla from
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Lanka and the Rufford
foundation.

Peradeniya,

Three-day conference on biodiversi
conservation successfully conclude

University of Rajarata, Dr.
Darshani Singhalage - Uva
Wellassa University, Mr
Ranjan Marasinghe -
Director Operations,
Deparmment of Wildlifs
Conservation and Nilmini
Ranasinghe - Assistant
Director, Biodiversity
Secretariat also delivered
lectures.

GCE A/L students from
schools in Kandy were invit-
ed to attend the conference
and it was a great experi-
ence for them.

A number of researchers
from Pakistan. India. Nepal
and Bangladesh shared
their research findings and
experiences with the partic-
ipants of the conference via
zoom.

On the final day, the par-
ticipants were taken on a
field trip to Deanston in the
world heritage conserved
reserve Knuckles and were
presented certificates of
participation from the Bio
Conservation Society of Sri
Lanks and the Rufford
Foundation.
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