Project progress report from January — March 2008

Project work has been initiated in first week of January 2008. Two project assistants have
been shorted and appointed in February 2008 to assist the project activities. Following

activities were performed during this period of time.

1. Earlier reported bat roosts in and around Jodhpur have been surveyed to assess
their current population status and existing threats (Plate 1).

2. People in vicinity of bat roosts were interacted to short-out potential volunteers
and Tahsil level representatives were selected and trained formally about the
types, nature and ecological significance of bats. They are designated as
Chamgadad Mitra (Bat Friend). Couple of onsite exposure field trips to nearby
bat roosts was organized for their direct learning (Plate 2).

3. Poster and publicity material is designed and on underway of production these
days. ZOO Outreach Organization, Coimbatore, India has been contacted for
supply of free bat conservation related publicity and campaigning material.

4. Key persons from Bombay Natural History Society and local institutes like
Department of Zoology, J.N.V. University, Jodhpur; Ecology and Rural
Development Society; Desert Regional Station, Zoological Survey of India;
Mahila Mahavidhyalaya; Adarsh Mahavidhyalaya; Dr. Radhakrishnan Women’s
Teachers Training College have been approached to take local level support to
ensure greater success of bat conservation education campaign in study area.

5. Local newspaper media have been approached to attain publicity support to bat
conservation campaign and to spread bat conservation message among locals
(Plate 3).



Plate 1: Principal Investigator, surveying the bat roosts in and around Jodhpur of the Thar
Desert in Rajasthan, India.



Plate 2: Volunteers on bat roost for onsite exposure, and demonstration about how to
identifying bats.
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Plate 3: An article on project activities published in leading national newspaper
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(Dainik Bhaskar, www.bhaskar.com, on April gt 2008).

http://digital.bhaskar.com/dainikrajasthan/epapermain.aspx?queryed=11&username=&useremailid=&p

arenteditioncode=11&eddate=4%2f8%2f2008




