Project Update: May 2014

Hope you may have come to know through various newspapers and TV channels that two
new hitherto unrecorded bat species have been discovered from Pakistan. Since all of you
are related to this event, | thought | might sharing this news with all of you to update your
knowledge regarding the total number of bat species which has now reached up to 55
species.

Bats comprise of more than a quarter of the mammal species of Pakistan but enormous
potential as pollinators and as biological control agents of insect pests has never been
acknowledged in Pakistan.

| would like to thank you all who in one way or other helped me to explore these new bat
species from Pakistan. Please find attached the galley proof of the paper accepted in
Mammalia and cuttings of some newspapers breaking this news in Pakistan.

http://www.urduwire.com/en/news/pakistani-scientist-discovers-2-new-species-of-
bats nid1156825.aspx



http://www.urduwire.com/en/news/pakistani-scientist-discovers-2-new-species-of-bats_nid1156825.aspx
http://www.urduwire.com/en/news/pakistani-scientist-discovers-2-new-species-of-bats_nid1156825.aspx

-1 *:' 1IN vy s
| AELIs TABE st

“% CERTIFIED

AN T

§ k. et
L&.ﬂv&;gfﬂ&ﬁgdﬁ
J[ég»u:“? & 2&)}5}‘{
SE A
Wiz ey LUt Lo

\ evzery

IZL»‘,&PJ}:E;I 2032 I
:—ljb_"’/,CJ‘iU-:—"Lnur (}:»Jw}:‘:
£ -dt{%dyi’dr‘}:’é;-’é
Ry wr S Sy 15 B
MG E T
Fl e S Nt S ASS
f-q‘ué_:réu/.%;wué o\t
P LS AP 7
LS LU hSE ks
bl L s anKikg
RSP A g S A
e (s

L Ol tf¥
3{/’3& A :Wo,:fmfw/ T

m

151202014t 421014383012204

| d/i»)g,

}\}:}'@:2 d/u;bggé'_u;ly"’/(/

|y "7
fss2 713 s/ L

: ; W2 s 2 i ORI SO
e s LA iy 7S LL A L £ SR EA O
/u}’.’:_.x d/..::;ld“/(’:’b‘{jé? ; aw&uf‘l,-rf’fl?_wa/rlfl,l)/fluuﬂ _-J‘L'/}—U. ;;:.9\,,,.; .1_}:, Jbz/r
l";{/v 8 FAdS oo LUl Sl Uik e 7 Gy /:‘U-/_"‘s—d-k"-’f/' } ; i
L?IL‘ :LJ:LJ'J/I,ALSJ-&LM f_u,‘g’i'_béyl,-“lk{éub‘/'dy "-‘"""{""."’-"f‘}’"!'f (S
Ll Bt e b SR Fonte # Bt b 3 ¥ Sk "‘J"f*"?""’(,‘fiﬁ’;_f,{'“'{’:j
A;-ﬁw?’ﬁ[é»d’&__ Balt? J;‘:\:B’J_;,L!;,\JJH'KFJUZ’:U"M )(’d;c‘:é&f/_;uyuyﬂ;ﬁ}
LS vgl PR e s B L Sl g ik S

S /;"g.JVdJ;,M g ; { v ol

e ek L ——

- BUSINESS
ORDER
EXPANDING FAUNA REC

. M l akand _ Lahore, Monday 21 April 2014, 20 J—amdl-ns-Sunl 1435
i nd in Ma :
Two bat species fou

UAF scientists
W7o : University of Agriculture discover two
mw;-i\:l:g:al.l.s:l-})a:;:ndsts have discovered two bat. new bat species
l;;;sdes that had not been recorded in Pakistan earlier.

RECORDER REPORT
[F‘:ISALABADi Univler;ily
o riculty ais d
discovery was made by Dr Muhammad Mahmood- (A e e e
The

i i ¢ cred two new bat species in
ul-Hassan, an associate professor at the university’s

Pakistan,

Dr Muhidmmad Mahmood-
Department of Zoology and Fisheries, and Muhammad

ul-Hassan, Associate Professor

from the Department of
Salim, a PhD student whose work Dr Hassan had been
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isi they studied the bat fauna of Malakand T of Malkand s
supervising, as they v They found miniop- The sty was fnded by
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fuliginosus and myotis formosus, two prev e ot e
tens uligﬂ';) . in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, The Miniopterusfuliginosus and
unrecorded bat species,

it Myotisformasus n notth-west
study was funded by the Bat Conservati_on Internatio: nal, fr;,:ﬁ;";"c"m",;ﬁlsz;ﬂ,%m“
i i species was discovered st o b Dl
The mmjoptems fuhginosus : = Myotisforriasus was captured
USA, : Daim in Malakand district while myotis from Chingi Ghaz in Dir
in Barcharai Daim ! > i Daim, as well as - £ Dl in Malkand
formosus was found in Barcharai in Swat. Dr : Dx Mobampiad Mahmood:
% i in Di d Wach Khwarin 3 ul-Hassa saidipvith ghe: w |
Chinai Ghaz in Dir, any newly feonrdtd apee

i id that with the two newly recorded species, )

Swat and
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. eached 53 species and the

in Pakistan had risen to 55 and

the number of bat fauna in ey
of the mammal fauna to 195. APP

incompletely. described and
little auention has been made

10 study bats in the country.

o A = Most of the authentic work on

=% bats dates back to 19th centu-

= 1y during the British reign.
Since partition of India and '

Pakistan. Jittle attention has *

been paid to explore mammal ©

fiuna of the country, Most of

checklists of mammals of

. Pakistan are based cither on

literature on museum surveys

t\/ ( 7-/ e and a5 such little field work
é" ¢ ess LrBYUN -

s been done so far.
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The Nation, Labare Tuesday, April 22, 2014
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UAF discovers two

=

o
OUR STAFF REPORTER
FAISALABAD

The University of Agriculture Faisalabad scientists
have discovered two new bat species from Pak-
istart. It s almost after 50 years that new mam-
mal species has been recorded in the country.

Department of Zoology and Fisheries Asso-
ciate Prof Dr Muh EPR )
Hassan, with his PhD student Muhammad Sal-
im designed a study to investigate bat fauna of
Malakand Division. The study was funded by the
Bat Conservation International, USA,

Fruits bat plays a vital role in poltination, seed
dispersal and natural forest regeneration,
insectivorous bats control harmful insects of
crops and different disease vectors.

Bothsdmﬂs:sﬁaomgg:h\lysurveyedmzma

d hitherto

ded bat

and
species i.e, Miniopterus fuliginosus and Myotis

new bat species

districts, resp ly

Dr Muhammad Mahmoodul Hassan sald with
these two newly recorded species, the bat fan-
na in Pakistan reached to 55 species and the:
mammal fauna of the country reached to 195,

He claimed more than 300 plants species in
tropical region alone relay on pollination serv-
ice of fruits bat. The pollination of many im-
portant fruits like mango, dates, banana and figs
depend on fruits bat only.

He said that bats were also important in Pak-
istan for another issue: the Nipah virus-related
disease outbreak in Bangladesh since 2001, as
well as other viral diseases such as Ebola, SARS,
Hendra and MERS in other parts of the world.

*Bats are coming in close contact of human
due to rapid destruction of bat habitats and
sqmﬂyofnamnlfoodinthefnmst.mﬂskof
disease transmission is getting higher due to hu-
man and bats interface, he claimed.

He said that bat were important hoth from

formosus in north western Pak Min-

p fuligh was captured from Bar-
charai Daim in Malakand district while Myotis
formosus was captured from Chinai Ghaz in Dir,
Wach Khwar in Swat and Barcharai Diam in

1 and human health perspective.
In order to safeguard both human and envi-
ronmental health, it was necessary to conduct
basic research on bat ecology and their con-
servation,
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