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The Vezo pledge; the Miamby Fano project is going stronger than ever. After finishing an 
extensive tour of the 13 villages in the Bay of Ranobe, ReefDoctor is pleased to announce 
the remarkable achievement of the Miamby Fano project. 
 
ReefDoctor has been assessing and recording in each village the strength and impact of the 
turtle fishery and the distribution of turtle products. In response to this information, every 
person involved was invited to a Fokontany (village elder) meeting to address the 
conservation of the marine turtle and discuss ways that the Vezo could benefit from the 
preservation and protection of this remarkable marine species, resulting in the Vezo Pledge. 
 
The Vezo Pledge is a promise given by all 13 villages within the Bay of Ranobe stating… 
 
‘We the people of ….  village pledge to conserve and protect the heritage and knowledge of 
the Vezo people by the conservation of the marine environment important to our ancestors. 
 
We the people of …  village pledge to participate in the conservation and protection of sea 
turtles so our children’s children know what it is to be Vezo, grow up with the knowledge of 
our ancestors and become Vezo.’ 
 
This is a great triumph for the project and a critical step in raising the awareness of the 
stakeholders. We hope that this achievement will not only emphasise the significant 
traditional value of the marine turtle, but also stimulate the younger generation into 
realising the importance of conservation of the marine environment on which they depend. 
 
 
 


