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BanabaH — CNOKOHBIYHMI NTax YKpaiHCLKHUX cTenis i rip,

BENMKMIA | KPACKMBUIA COKIN 3 yCiMa pucamm, npUTaMaHHnmm
ULOMY BIIaropoAHOMY PoAY WEHAKOKPHUIIUX HeBECHLIX NnoBYiB:
BNPaBHICTh i CTPIMKICTb, CHNa i XopobpicTh, BENnYHa NnocTasa i
NPOHU3INUBUIA nornag. PO3MIPOM AEWO MEeHWKHIA KpyKa: AOBXMHA
vioro Tina — 43-55 cm, poamax kpun — 105-130 cm. 3sepxy gopocni
nraxu ceitno-6ypi, ronora i rpyau csitniwi, inoal xosTyeari.

Mo Bokax ronosn ToHki HevlTki «eycan. Horu xoeri. Onepexi monoai
nraxy ayxe cXoxi Ha AOPOoCNuX, AEWO TeMHIWI; HOrM GRaknTHi,
NOYUHAIOTE JKOBTITH, KONW NTAXY BUNOBHIOETLCH ABA POKW,

Mrax nowwvpenun y ctenax €spasii, Bia LlentpansHoi €Esponu

Ao Mowronii. Ak i B¢l cokonu, rHiag He Oyaye, 3aAMac cnopynu
iHWKX BUAIE NTaxiB (HaWYacTiwe Ha NIHIAX eneKTPoOMepex),

abo BiaKknagace ANUA Ha BUCTYNaXx cKenb | FAMHACTMX yPEULL,
3n0byBac nepeBakHO XOBPaXiB, XO4a MOXe NONKBATH Ha nTaxis
i APIGHMX rprayHiB.

YucenbHicts Banabaxa y ceiri cknagac rinbkn 6—12 tme. nap,

3 siknx y Esponi rHizauTees 600-800 nap. B Ykpaidi 3HaxoguThcs
Hanbinbuwe B Mexax €8pony rHi3foBe YyrpynoBaHHA, AKe OUiHIOKTh
npudnuaxo 8 350 nap. FONOBHUMYK YMHHHUKAMK, WO NPUIBOAATL A0
CKOPOYEHHA YACENLHOCTI BUAY, € 3HWKHEHHA MICUL rHi3ayBaHHA,
06’eKTIB XMBNEHHA, iIHTeHCcubikauifa cinbCbKOro rocnonapcrea,
TexHivHa enimiHauis, oTpyeHHA, BIACTPIN | BUNYyYeHHs nraxis gns
COKONMHOIO NONKBaHHSA,

Banaban, sk | GinbwicTe iHWKX BUAIB
XUXUX NTaxis B YKpaini, 3HaxoauTLcs
nif OXOPOHOID, KOO BKIMIOYEHO Y
YeproMy kHUry YKpainu i Ao barateox
MiKHaPOAHWUX NPUPOAOOXOPOHHHX
KOHBeHUIK. 3a60pOHEHO IHMEHHRA
NTaxie, pyMHYBaHHA rHi3n, BUNYYeHHs
SAEUL, NTAWEHAT | BUBE3EHHA 3a
koppaoH. Taki gii nepecninyTLCA
BiANOBIAHO A0 YHHHOTO
33KOHOAABCTBA.

MoniT banabaxa — BTiNeHHA BiNbLHOro Ayxy npupoau, Ayxy ceoboau, AKMMm
CMOBHEHA yKkpalHCLKa 3emns. 36eperti ULoro nraxa y npupoai — oaHaqae

3anuuwmMTH Ana Hawaakie earomy i HeBia '€eMHY YacTHHY 3aransHOl NPUPOAHOI
CRaAWMHN HAWOT KpaiHn.

YKPAIHCLKUA LIeHTP AOCNIMKeHEL XWKMX NTaXIiB aKTUBHO
3aMMAETLCA OXOPOHOK ULOrO piAKICHOro cokona,
3AIACHIOKYY MOHITOPUHI nonynAuil, BUABNAKYH YHHHUKK
3arpo3un, BCTAHOBNIOIOYM WTYYHI rHi3Aa, nigsulLyouM piseHb
00i3HaHiaHOCTi WWPOKNX BEPCTB HACENEHHS.

Bu moxeme disHamucse Ginswe npo Hawy dinnsricme
Ha lhnmeprem-cmopinyi: http://raptors.org.ua.

Mpoexm oxoponu GanaGana & Ykpaini miompumanuil
npozpamoro Rufford Small Grant
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CONSERVATION OF GLOBALLY ENDANGERED
SAKER FALCONS (FALCO CHERRUG)
AND THEIR WINTERING SITES IN SICILY

Matyas PROMMER (MME/BirdLife Hungary) e-mail: prommer.matyas@mme.hu
Prof. Maurizion SARA (University of Palermo)

The results of the Hungarian-Slovak Saker conservation LIFE projects (LIFEO6 NAT/HU/000096) carried
out between 2006-2010 showed that a significant proportion of the Central European population spend the
winter in South-Italy including Sicily. The project is a joint effort of birds of prey experts of MME/BirdLife
Hungary and the University of Palermo to survey the wintering sites of endangered Saker Falcons in Sicily
including habitats and major mortality factors and prepare a conservation plan to eliminate them. Raising
awareness among stakeholders and thus to enhance conservation efforts on one of the major wintering

areas of Central European population of the species is also part of the project.

MAJOR ACTIVITIES OF THE PROJECT ARE

1. Field survey — During the winter period, September 2012 — April 2013, a field survey will be carried out
on the known Saker wintering sites in Sicily. The information to be collected for further evaluation for
the conservation plan: presence of Sakers; presence of other raptors; habitat types; presence of prey
species; agricultural practices; hunting activities on the site; poisoning; presence of wind farms; presence
and type of power lines. Information are to be collected through field observation and requesting locals.
Spatial development plans in regions of question will be analysed as well to identify potential threats to
the wintering areas.

2. Modelling habitat use — Even though the satellite-tagged Sakers have shown some wintering areas, it is
very likely that there are many more sites that should be known and protected for Sakers. A GIS model
will be made based on the initially gathered information on the known wintering sites. The GIS model
analyses the features of known wintering sites and search for similar sites in Sicily. Results of the model
will used in the field surveys.

3. Preparing conservation plan — After gathering all available information, Hungarian and ltalian experts
prepare a conservation action plan that include: background, general and site-specific problem description
defining mortality factors and potential threats on Saker Falcons; key stakeholders; general and site-
specific conservation measures to be taken; expected results of conservation actions; possible financial
sources to cover implementation measures.

4. Raising the awareness of decision-makers, key-stakeholders and general public — As afirst step towards
ensuring conservation of wintering Sakers and their sites, awareness raising is indispensable. The action
aims to draw the attention of key-stakeholders to the importance of nature conservation including birds
of prey and their habitats. Target groups are land owners, farmers, hunters, bird watchers, conservation
NGOs and governmental organisations, students and politicians.

ANTICIPATED ACHIEVEMENTS OR OUTCOMES OF THE PROJECT

A The most important outcome of the project is the conservation plan that defines accurately the sites and
conservation actions needed to ensure the appropriate protection of Sakers and their Sicilian wintering
sites. The conservation plan is to be sent to all relevant stakeholders.

A As aresult of the conservation plan and awareness raising actions, stakeholder dialogue starts in order
to eliminate/minimise threats on wintering Saker Falcons in Sicily.

A As a multiplier effect, not only Saker Falcons, but also other species (not only birds of prey) will receive
more attention and more protection due to the results of the project. An important species from this
aspect is the European subspecies of Lanner Falcon (Falco biarmicus feldeggi) that has the largest
population in Sicily and their distribution range coincide with the Sakers’ wintering range.

A Students participating in the project can write their thesis about the project and use their new knowledge in
field techniques and GIS modelling later in other project for the benefit of nature.

A The ltalian-Hungarian co-operation can be extended in the future to other topics for the benefit of the
participants and the nature.

The project is supported by the Nando Peretti Foundation.
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Wind farms pose threats on wintering Saker Falcons also in Sicily (Photo: Matyas Prommer)
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CONSERVATION OF THE SAKER FALCON
(FALCO CHERRUG) IN THE UKRAINIAN
STEPPES: SURVEY, RISK ASSESSMENT AND
IMPLEMENTING CONSERVATION MEASURES

Matyas PROMMER (Pilis Nature Conservation Association) e-mail: mprommer@yahoo.com
Yuriy MILOBOG (Kryvvy Rih State Pedagogical University)
Maxim GAVRILYUK (Cherkasy National University ‘Khmelnytsky’)

The project — supported by Rufford Small Grant programme — surveys the populations of the endangered
Saker Falcon (Falco cherrug), its habitats and negative factors affecting them, as well as implementing
conservation measures in South Ukraine.

Human activities cause Saker Falcon, a flagship species of the Eurasian steppes disappearing throughout
of its range including Ukraine, along with its characteristic habitat type. Birds of prey having large territories
are especially affected by the habitat changes (turning steppes into agricultural land), and other human-
induced negative factors (electrocution, shooting, poisoning, etc.). The project surveys the population and
conservation status of the species and its habitats (with special regard to the threats on them); proposes
management plans for their efficient conservation in South-Ukraine; implements on-site conservation
measures; raises public awareness and involves stakeholders in conservation activities.

THE PROJECT ACTIVITIES ARE

1. Collecting and analyzing the information available to identify important Saker areas in the Crimea and
South Ukraine, and choosing pilot areas.

2. Field survey in the identified areas — An extensive field survey are carried out to gain information on (a)
the population status; (b) habitat types and status; (c) threats on the species and the habitats; (d) the
stakeholders and their impact and attitude towards the project’s aims; (e)other bird species with special
regard to birds of prey as a collateral result.

3. Hungarian team members transfer their knowledge in using the latest technology for the survey and
mapping the results.

4. Tagging juveniles with satellite transmitters to learn new Saker areas — Juveniles and adults will be tagged

with satellite transmitters to learn more about the areas they are using as well as their other movements.

Building artificial nests — Sakers, do not build nest, thus the distribution of the species is limited by natural

nesting possibilities.

Evaluating data and preparing management plan proposal on the species and on habitats in the pilot areas.

Publishing results and proposals, and contacting local and national authorities to facilitate the

implementation of the conservation.

7. Involving local allies — In the beginning of the project, major potential allies to be involved will be identified
and the list will be continued as the field survey proceeds.

Organisations participating in the project are Pilis Nature Conservation Association (Hungary) and
Ukrainian Birds of Prey Research Centre (Ukraine).

RESULTS

A joint 2-week Ukrainian-Hungarian- Romanian expedition took place in the second half of June 2012 in the
Crimea and south-west Ukraine to map the distribution of Saker Falcons and their habitats.
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When visiting old Saker eyries in some areas, it was not uncommon that to find only adults, or nothing at all.
On other areas, fortunately, on we have found a number of saker pairs with fledged juveniles.

Two Sakers were tagged in order to gain information on their habitat use and movements that is crucial to
plan the conservation measures. They left Crimea early October. They crossed the Black Sea, Turkey and
the Mediterranean Sea. Then one of the Sakers disappeared in East-Libya; while the other one apparently
stopped in South Egypt for winter.

Threats on Sakers and habitats identified: (1) electrocution; (2) declining food base (rodents) due to
transforming agriculture and habitats; (3) shooting and poisoning; (4) nest robbing to sell Sakers for falconry
and for tourist attraction; (5) wind farm development; (6) natural threats.

In October, experts installed 10 artificial nests to provide nesting possibilities in a nest-poor, but otherwise
appropriate area. In addition, three lectures were given in local schools meetings were organized with local
hunters to raise stakeholders’ awareness.
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