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Introduction

Cameroon is a highly diversify country with a relatively large bat fauna. To date, at least 75
species of bats have been identified. With the current habitat loss due to human activities,
many species are predicted to decline. Thus, this country needs urgent conservation action
with an interest by active research and education. Ideas about bats among Cameroonian’s
population are formed based on very little face to face experience and bats are viewed with
suspicion. Indeed, rarely do humans come into close contact with bats and their knowledge is
based on folkloric tales of vampires and little or no correct information. Community
education is important in area where bat conservation and the value of bats to healthy
ecosystems are unknown. It is well known that human understand only what he experienced
and learned. It is beneficial to teach youths to form different impressions about bats and to
develop empathy and understanding the interdependence between bats and ecosystem.

The goal of this workshop which was sponsored by the Rufford Small Grant and Bat
Conservation International was to build up a community of bat researchers in Cameroon. This
was also an opportunity to celebrate the year of the bat in Cameroon.

Seven representatives from the Ministry of Environment, Protection, Nature and Sustainable
Development, five representatives of Ministry of Forest and Wildlife, and eight from the
University of Maroua attended the workshop.



WORKSHOP OBJECTIVES

The overall workshop findings were:

- improve handling, field and lab techniques for scientific studies.
-build up a community of bat researchers in Cameroon
INAUGURAL

ERIC MOISE BAKWO FILS; University of Maroua

BANGA CLAIR RENE; Far North Regional Delegate of Ministry of Environment,
protection, nature and Sustainable development.

Eric Bakwo began the workshop by stating the main objectives of this first workshop on field
techniques for ecological studies of bats in Cameroon. He also state about the importance to
conserve bats in Cameroon and the celebration of year of the bat.

Inaugural lecture of Mr Banga Clair Réné



Day 1

LECTURE 1: IUCN RED LIST CRITERIA AND CATEGORIES by Adamou Yaya

> Critera of classification
» Categories of the red list

Mr Adamou Yaya during his pesentation

LECTURE 2: ANATOMY AND ECOLOGY OF BATS by Bol A Anong Alima

Morphological adaptation
Skin and bones

Muscles

Skulls and teeth
Reproduction

Diet

Migration
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Mr Anong Ieuring participants on bats anatomy



LECTURE 3: ECHOLOCATION by Dr David Emery Tsala

» Principle of echolocation
» Adaptation of the auditory periphery of bats for echolocation
» How echolocating bats search and find food
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Dr.Tsala durig his presentation on echolocation



Day 2

LECTURE 1: BATS AND ZONOSES by Aaron Manga

» Viruses transmitted by bats
» Bacteria transmitted by bats

LECTURE 2: ECOLOGICAL IMPORTANCE OF BATS by bol A Anong

» Importance of frugivorus bats
-seed dispersal
-pollination

» Importance of insectivorus bats
- pest insects control
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Mr Anong explaining the importance of bats to the participants

LECTURE 3: STANDARD METHODS FOR THE STUDY OF BATS by Eric Moise
Bakwo Fils

> Mist nets
» harp traps
> bats dectors



Eric bakwo lecturing participants



LECTURE 4: FIELD WORK by Eric Moise Bakwo Fils and Bol A Anong

> demonstration of mist nets erection

Miss Nicaise from the University of Maroua setting up a net



» releasing bat from mist net

Participants learning how to remove bat from net

» Collecting bat’s faeces

Participants learning how to keep bat in bag



Mr Kounga explaining participants how to use a GPS



Day 3

LECTURE 1: BAT’S TAXONOMY by Eric Moise Bakwo Fils and Bol A Anong

» Morphometric measurements

Mr Anong demonstrating how to measure bats

» Morphological identification of bats using identification key (Rosevear 1965,
Hayman, 1971)




Mr Meva’a and Miss Manga at the end of the workshop
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CONTACTS+E-

MAIL

BANGA CLAIR RENE DR-MINEPDED DREN /comité bangaclair@yahoo.fr
D’organisation 94939359
BAKWO FILS ERIC U-MAROUA ENSEIGNANT filsbkw27 @gmail.com
/Panéliste 97992165

MFOU’OU BRUNO | U-MAROUA Chef DASA mfououbityili@yahoo.fr

Patrice 99608295

SIBOU NANA U-MAROUA ETUDIANT sinafer2007 @yahoo.fr

FERNANDEZ 95224977

MISSI MISSI PHILIPPE | DR-MINEPDED INFOR MATICIEN missi.philippe@gmail.com
96214321 /75162873

DJEND NICAISE U- MAROUA ETUDIANTE nicaisedjend@yahoo.fr
96506646 /73246102

ADAMOU YAYA MINEPDED CADRE/Panéliste sayafils72@yahoo.fr
76994730

BIAKSOUBO THIMON | MINEPDED CSRDD Tbiak210@yahoo.fr

NDONGO ESSOMBA | U-MAROUA ENSEIGNANT ndongoserge5@yahoo.fr

SERGES 77300570

MANDO MINEPDED CSR ISD mandosang@yahoo.fr
96443728 /75354443

MEVA’A PLATINI MINEPDED CSCPM mevaaplatini@gmail.com
94799787

DJINGUI TCHINDA MINEPDED CBRIE djingui_2005@yahoo.fr

NGAH PRESLY MINEPDED CADRE bigprince@justice.com

BONGNJO 97910347 /77228824

AARON MANGA U-MAROUA ETUDIANT/Panéliste manga.aaron@yahoo.fr

MONGOMBE 76826582 /94192789

MANGA NDOMO C.E | U-MAROUA ETUDIANT ndomoclisce@yahoo.FR
96450270

DANGMO HONORE DR-MINFOF CONTROLEUR honoredangmo@yahoo.fr

74919610 /96368488




BOL A ANONG ALIMA | U-MAROUA ETUDIANT/Panéliste dji.bril@yahoo.fr
99593559

MEZUlI  ASSOUMOU | MINEPDED CADRE mezui : asth@gmail.com

B. 70223647

NYOUMA LIBAM S. DR- MINFOF CONTROLEUR 96227155

FOUDA JOSEPH U-MAROUA ETUDIANT foudajoseph@yahoo.fr

FLORENTIN 74506208

NAMA PHILIPE DR-MINFOF CADRE D’AP. namafilipo@yahoo.fr
70189531

KOUNGA MARIUS DR-MINFOF CONTROLEUR koungamaruis@yahoo.fr

PARFAIT 97460069 /78147172

REYANG DENIS DR-MINFOF CADRE dreyanga@yahoo.fr
95593565 /76137517

BAKARI FRANCOIS CRTV JOURNALISTE 99710088

DAVID EMERY TSALA | U- MAROUA ENSEIGNANT/Panéliste | tsala_david@yahoo.fr

77028488




