Project Update: November 2013

| just wanted to forward on a picture of a scientific poster | presented last week at the 8th
WIOMSA (Western Indian Ocean Marine Science Association) conference held in Maputo,
Mozambique. I've also attached a link via my blog to a pdf copy of the poster for you to view
(it was too big for email), which features the RSG logo at the bottom.

http://mozturtles.com/2013/11/11/using-citizen-science-to-monitor-sea-turtles/

Using Citizen Science to Monitor Sea Turtles
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Alms

To test the effectiveness of wsing recreational divers to
momitar sea turthes and validate two data collection ap-
proaches;

1} the use of a routine dive lnghbook {LB) with sightings

2} data from a dedicated survey (D5
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Methods
Al data (37 monthi, 2008 - 2011} were collgcted from reefy
close to Tofo Beach (Preda doTofo) (-23,51 5 and 35,23 E) In-
hambane Province, Mozambiges (g 2], Sursey reafs wire
located abong a 40 km stretch of coast from 500 m o 15 kin
offshode,
To avoid possible data duplication withina day or aoross
dive groups at one site. only oné record per s peces per day
at aspecific site was used In analyses.
Resulis
A total of 317 sightings of loggerhest | Erﬂ‘l:l}.
green [Chefanio myedas and kawksball tur Tetmpches
s mibricara} were reported from 918 dives collectivesy.
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Dedicated Survey data could not provide ik
sightings per howr, Loghook data showed highest
turtle sighting rates at deaper offshore sives (Fig. 2}
Conclusions

Liseful data on sea turtle species composition, size
and distributlon were obtained from both ap-
prosaches, qllhl:ﬂgh theére were concennds with regard
o spociet identification and size evtimates.

-h..m.gf‘_w

With refined methodoiogy, particularly the incorpa
ration of photogeaphic verification of species dentl-
Tecation, reparts frorn divers can peovide cost-effec-

tIve and uisfisl data for monitoring forsging huetbs

populations,
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Thie requlis of this wevey are valuable 51 Ehe first irsght
it Sed Turthe populations at Tofo, Coondinating data colb-
b i it lmc ol dinig pecaton onabled nearly consis
teril pedr round sampling at a remole kodation thet wauld
not have bean achisvabde or resourced effectively any
other way.

Our sudy deronstrated that weful deta for monsoeing
faraging turbes, inchuding speces composition, sighlings
rates ard population strecture can be obtawed from rec-
reational divers. Howewes, in future shadies, the impor-
tarce of caseful experirmental design and metioulous ne-
porting procedures should be mphﬂiwd.
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