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For further information contact:

Jigme Dorji (Researcher)

‘Royal Manas National Park:

Department of Forests and Park Services
Ministry of Agriculture and.Forests
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Distribution in Bhutan

Common name: White-bellied Heron 1 Bhutan it is found along
. L The species is known to breed and
Scientific name: Ardea insignis Punatsangchhu and Mangdechhu basins

_ roost in Chir pine forest.
Conservation status including its major tributaries.
Listed as Critically Endangered by Tributaries in Punatsangchhu include
IUCN (200‘?) and in Schedule I of the Kamechhu, Hararﬂngchhuj Digﬂhhu,

Forest and Nature Conservation Act  Byrichhu and Ada Lake and Bertichhu

Conservation and management

Habitat protection is very

important part of Heron
1995 of Bhutan (2012) uiMandadiihit
A conservation in Bhutan. Phochhu
Gpu daton H bl t l
. . ) PESESS RS in Punakha has been declared as

Estimated population globally is It is primarily recorded from small or _ _

— heron conservation areas in 2010.
50-249 individuals. In Bhutan 18 large rivers, usually with sand or gravel

Extensive monitoring and

aware reness programs were o *
conducted by Royal Socity for
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Frotect White-bellied Heron (Ardea insignis) in Bhutan

% @'ﬁﬁ' SR q;%. AR Y IR SRR q@-z ;{ ﬁﬁq' R 5 ™ B o
A 2)7Y WRRIANJAFRS (S A FA| SRRV %

decreasing in Bhutan- In 2013, there were m

The White-belled Heron population i ERNA P ST 8
only 18 individuals counted- {
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The White-bellied Herons are found in Punatsangchhu In Bhutan, White-bellied herons 353

and Mandechhu basins: They are carnivorous and feed are mostly found roosting and *‘

S fresh waker Geolos: nesting on tall Chirpine trees: -';1;-;?:_ 1

Whrte-bellfed heron habitat in Punakha vallet PR \ q%‘i};.f
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Habitat degradation and disturbances are major
- i | causes for decline of population of this heron-
e Habitat degradation is mostly seen in areas of
: ' | hydropower construction and riverbed quarry-
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Let us stop them me extmctfon’

: Presented by

Jigme -Dorji
Researcher
- Royal Manas National- Park
*d_jigme@hotmail-com..
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