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Enhancement Awareness Of Local People
to Protect Bats and Khmer Culture in The
Mekong Delta of Vietnam
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Executive Summary

The project “Enhancement awareness of local people to protect bats and Khmer culture in the Mekong
Delta of Vietnam" was funded by Rufford Small Grant Foundation (RSGF), the project implemented in Bat
Pagoda community of Soc Trang Gty from February 2013 until December 2013, this project aims at
enhancing students, local community, local government officers, monks and tourists in order to protect
number of bats in Bat Pagoda.

The Large Flying Fox, Pteropus vampyrus { Lin and Lylei Flying Fox, Pteropus lylei (Anderson,
1908) are determined as residental in Bat Pag are decreased very fast. The three
groups of local people include Khmer (g5%), an i around Bat Pogoda community,
their livelihoods mainly are agriculture, small business, handriade itidnal crafts and labor hired.

There are five achi ing in the project field including (1) to i itation issue in Bat
Pagoda, which ith yotith from hlgh school, military and local; [1} to run nmental education
program to pri studkgts: (3) to organize painting competition for primary students “Action to Save the
Bats T sewdluate and monitor the project by doing research in order to understand eco-social
ssties and effecicency of the project to stakeholders during running the project; and (s)

and envir; 551

to mak ‘order to show and make more effeciency to stakeholders about the bats and the
project

The atisacted 7o primary students, 100 youth, 1o local government officers, 5 monks, 1o volunteers
from niversity participating the project. There are two researchers from ong Delta
Dev rch Institute (MDH), Can Tho University (CTU). The project was influenc | people
and r to improve knowledge about bats as they understand some points bats are

very the environment and their lives. By this beneft, the students and youth roject
activities transfer to them. E ﬂ%}

Ly Quoc Dang is currently reasearcher from Department of Soda-Economic and Policy, MDI, CTLL Hcglsb work-
ing on bats issues many years in Soc Trang Province with Bat Conservation Internatinonal from aduate
school. He did his bachelor degree on environmental sdences in Ho Chi Minh City National Uni degresa
on development studies in The Graduate Institute, Geneva, Switzerland. He s Khmer Ethmic f@p SoC
Trang Province in the Mekong Delta. Dang would like to develop this project becoming bat opram to
work closely with local community and stakeholders. Lam Huon is currently researcher dfrom ent of
Socia-Economic and Policy, MDI, CTU. He is orgirinal from Bac Lieu Province and he is thni p as well.
Huon did both his undergraduate degree and his master degree on rural development | University. He has

been working some issues iy the Mekong Delta, which relate to social issues such as migration, rural labor, farming
nthough, Huon is fisrtly working in bat issue, he does lots of things and would like to

Volunteers are ten graduate and
different roles and responsibiliti
mental education prngr.rn, ma

t background in Can Tho University. They take
field. For example, they organize environ-

Anh and Nguyen Khism. " : 3 j- iz mn(HSGF]mﬁmd:EdﬂlE project, from United Kingdom,
cocerning to conserve flora and fauna around v Mekong Development Research Institute (MDI) is was
established with the mission of improving the quaﬁt]r of life of rural people and ensuring the sodo-economic and
environmental sustainability of the Mekong Delta through collaborative education, research, and sdentihic consul-
tancy as well as lowal human resources capacty building.

Contact Information:

Ly Quec Dang (M.5c)

Project Coordimator

Mekong Delta Development Research Institute
Can Tho University

Campus I, 3/ Street, Ninh Kieu District, Can Tho City
Vietnam's Mekong Delta

|lgdang{@ctu.edu.vn/ +84-909-886-B96
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Together Movement to Save the Bats

The project gathers around a hundred youth from high school, mififary school, local youth in he
community, volunleerns students and local govemment officers parficipating in the project activity
“Improving sanitaficn issue and Bat Pogoda® in Bal Pogoda, Soc Trong City in Oclober 19th 2013, There
is also some stokeholders involving in joining the aclivity oo such as Board of Bat Pogoda, Deparfment
of Culture, Spord ond Toursm, Depafment of Aghaculture and Runal Developmen!, Local Govemment
People Committee, Schools, and Mekong Defta Development Reseoarch Institute, ond locol
community.

Poor condition of sonilation is one of reasons fo make the comploinis from the foursts while They visil
this pagoda, there are just few rashes in the pogoda, it is not enough to contain the waste from the
tournsts or local community, most of lounsts ond local visitors do not put their garboges into the froshes,
the wosle waler is nol managed well ond Those reason couses in poor sanilation of the Pagoda, il woas
not ondy eftected to aesthehc to local environment, but also effected lo people who s living around
the Pogoda, visiting Pogoda and working in Pogodo
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Through discussion with local govermment officers and stokeholders i Soc Trang Province with the
project coordinalor, we saw that the Pagoda needs more lrashes o conlain the wasle, more oclivities
o encourage Ihe local communily and lowists To protect envitonmen! and improve sanitalion. Alle
discussing, the project decided fo give 10 big trashes and 10 chairs to the Pagoda in order thol poor
sanitation may be improwved.

The campaign “Improving sanitalion with youlh® was menfioned in arder lo promale and encourage
youih participofion inside the project os this generation is poweriul factor in the society, they could be
imflucnced easily ond effectively fo others foctors, leodership skills development can be changed
theil minds and houghls to become leadership in the project in The uture.

During the campaign, more pecple also porficipated, i makes our ochivity running foster, After the
compagn, the sonitation issue was improved, the waske wos manoged, the hoshes were amanged,
by paiticipants in four hours long. Il is really significont campaign to make "ABenlion”™ lo save the Bals
in the Pogoda ond moke “Conceniration” of Bals species than belore.
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Moving Forwards to Young Generation

Conservalional Educalion program o young generalion from the project i he core aclion 1o save
the bats ond improve Khmer cullure in the community. There are 40 students which majority tackors
in the progiom and wenly young students around also involve inlo the program s they are
inferested in curous activity from the project. From stakehodders sites, there are len officers trom
ditferent backgrounds and departments participating the program wﬂ'tﬂm-ilul:l-&nh' inchuding local
govemment office, locol outhornity, depariment of culbure, sport and founsm, sub-deparment of
forest protection, deparment of naotural ond environment, ond the ofhers Fom media ncluding
news, lelevision, radic slation and youlh volunleers from Con Tho Uiniversily.

There are four smdall games from the progrom and those are based on bal issue i order to develop
and build from the project officers, those consist (1) starding gome, (2) poliination fo fowers and
rees fruis, (3) edaling the insect; and, kastly, (4) drawing piclure by easing papers. Fow groups are
divided by the organizers, each volunteer is following and taking care of a group which include ten
sludents, girds and boys students are shanng o make balance among the groups.

At the first one “starfing gome ", it spent around an howr, the students hod o work together fo fnd
many reguiremeanits from the organizers such as small fried leaves, pen, signafure from your teacher
in the school, drowing a bot, answenng some gueshons reloted fo bat ssue ond knowledge, and
0 on. Those sfudents ployed very well, funny ond knowledgeable, fhey hove almost answened all
queshons and found malerials which suggested from the organizers.

Moving lo second gome “pollination fo flowers and frees fnut”, all students have fo run arownd 20
maters in order fo moke the saomple “way of ransfemng pollen from the bats to the olthers frees as
poliinalion ways”, this game ies o moke sludents more undesionding the rokes of bals in the
emvironment which conlribute the locol people liveihoods ond improve economic. This gome
spent around thidy minules and aoll of students have 1o play of lead one fimes, affer this gome
some students discussed wilh athers students aboul the game which lells how do the bals pollinale
to the trees and make prodit to local community in stead of destroying Eheirs.

Thirdly, the gome “eafing the insect”, the sfudents are more understood by the oiganizers because
the students ore modée more sense 10 know thal the bals ore improving sanilalion isues in their
communily. Some Kinds of bals eal insect and il was improved sandlalion and environmenl issues.
In cddition 1o, the bals provide ferfilizens which conlribute inlo eco-food in our lives.
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The kst one, “drawing piclures by leasing
poper” gome is aiming of encowoging and
promafing the students “crfical thinking skilis"
in order fo builld and draow picture in their
community of bolt pogoda.  Four groups one
raising different sfuations aond colors in the Baot
Pogoda, buf all of them are similar situohion
which i decreasing number of bals in the
Pogoda and the people Kill them for food, the
issue of sanilahlion is also menlioned on those
peclures.

Four hours are mode more than 80 sledends, voluntesrs and officers understanding much about the
bals issues in fhe Pogoda, ther voice s ronslerming very fast lo their fomily and community, moake
made effeclively the way ol communicalion lo the local people.

Conloact Infermalion:

Ly @uoc Dang (M.5c)
Project Coordinator

Mekong Della Developmenl Research Inslihule
Can Tho Universily
Campus Il, 372 Street, Minh Kieu Dislrict, Can Tho City
Vietnom's Maokong Delia
gdong@ciu edu.vn/ +84-009-0846-896
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The Painting Contest “Action to Save the Bats Together”
It is from the conservational education program from fhe project and # is organized for four hours in

ihe caompus of Bal Pogoda where is concenlrale many lourists, the local people, the monks and the
studenis.

Iwenty shudenis from Le Hong Phong Primarny School are involved in this activity ond most of them are
very inferested in drowing fhe pointing about bats, environment and others issues in the Bat Pagoda.

=il and boy sludents ore controfled fo be equalily os well os minorfies of Kinh and Khmer Ethnic
group. During the contest, many lownsts and local people walched fhe slhudents who are drowing the
paintings, some students drow the gole ond the rood where heod fo main Pagoda, some students
draw someone, tourishs wolched and observed the bals while they visifing the Popodao, some shudents
draw Pagoda buiding "Clinh dién”, il is cenlre ol The Pogoda and some diaw the habital area where
the bal living, steeping, reproducing and giving birth. There are commaon paints rom all students, Those
studenls concermned very much on the sliluations which the bols are decreased by kiling, shooling,
catching and eafing from the “people”, the sludents emphasize thol “people” tease the bats, throw
stones the bats and shaoke the frees where the balts iving during visifing the Pagodo. Almost the
painting also menfions issue of sanitation in the Pogoda, which focuses on poor condifion of waste
management and sewoge realment.
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Twenty paintivgs- twenty stones from wenly students in Bol Pogoda community, they want fo roise
their voices as the Bols in their communily are threofened to disoppear in near fufure, they would ke
o moke somelhings changing and improving, o make sidualions in Bal Pogoda beller and bether. 11is
first evend in Vietnam which tocus on Bal ssue and the project wants 10 toke this aclion to sove the Bals
in the next fulure in the region, it not only involves students from ocal community, bult also students
from the others.

The painting conlest orgonizers are chose five painfing for fhe winner os fheirs ore wery meaningihul
and knowiedgeable lo the oudience, bul thete are no winners or looser from this conlest becouse all
sludents made the evenl significantly in lonstering the knowledge, information and messages rom
the project to others foctors in the community.

Contact Inforrmdation:

Ly @uoc Dang (M.5c)
Project Coordinator
Mekong Delta Developmendt Resaarch Inshihete
Can Tho Universaty
Compaus [, 3/2 Streel, Nnh Kieu Disiric!, Can Tho Cily
Vielnam's Mekong Deffa
lgdang@ciuweduvn/ +84-907-885- 8594
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The Assessment of Ehan ng Knowledge, Perspective and Awareness of Local
Ehnlderg Local Community

This evaluafion and ossessment aim o sludy the changing of behavior ond awareness of local people,
students and local govemmen! officers and the louwnsts. During the project impiemented in the
communily, the invesligators orgonized Porficipatory Rural Appraisal lor local people, observed
students during playing gomes from the project oclivilies including environmental education program
and pointing condest, inlerviewed both students ond local people In order to understand thel
perceplion about the bals from the project, inferviewed local people in oder fo undersiand morne
bockgrounds of sociol, econormic and envircnrment in the communily, inferviewed tourists, monks and
others locol govemment officers o get more sense their knowledges about the bats issues n the
commurnity.

In the resull, all of them are enhanced by the project aclivities and thew owareness and behavior ane
changing in diferent ways by receplion different permsons. The sfudents rom Le Hong Phong Primany
School are core communicator ko fronster the inlormation ond knowledge 1o the ofhers one while they
receved from the project officerns. Actually, the project aims of rolsing owareness of the students and
moake understanding the situation first, then the local people are effected by those student as they are
from many househodds in the community. The students always tell their parends, their relatives and their
fricnds evernything they leamed ond their parents, frends and relatives ako sten the students while
tefling lo them from the school.

There are a hundied youlh joining the evenl “improving sanitalion” in Ihe Bal Pagoda, the youlh ore
from different schools ond bockgrounds in the province and the others locations in the Mekong Dedta,
all youth are divided small groups in order to “clean up™ ond “cmonge” waske, matenal, and shufls
inside ond outside the Bol compus, Duing working in the campus four hours, the others youth, children,
locaol people and lounsts ore influenced by the compaign, the compus of the Bot Pogoda has been
cleaning up and aranging fill now by local community aond sludents from high school, it meons ot
the ways of cHlectively o moke the campus cleoning is mAvenced by youth o others slokeholders,
made the environmenl befter aond sanilalion more iy gienic.

The project did assessment 1o 40 studenis lrom Le Hong Phong Pemary School before and ofler two
activities with them, those thelr knowledge and aclion change very much when companng two forms.
At sending some quesiion ond requirements, belore implementing the environmental education
program and painting confest, most of the siudenks have just mentioned very simple opinions about
bat roles in the environment and sociol, but aofter two ochivilies the students wiile their comments more
deeply, longer wrifing and putfing more action info the answer. One student fom the primany school
commented thal "___althe Bal Pagoda, the number of bals are decreasing, the people calch the bols
and sell 1o the redlaurants. They also hove some malenols in oder o calch the bals including stones,
nets, the guns, crossbows and so on and lhey use Those malerol to colch the bals. We musl do achons
1o save the bats and prevent the bats calcheds, | wish | am becoming very excellence student in ordes
to save the Boats in my hometown, ® Meay Thanh Hoang soid. We con see fhat this student told how does
the situation in the community foce and how would e want fo do? This quotation i commenled after
the aclivity, Thonh Hoong recemves a lof from the edoucolion progrom, he ried to make soludfion to
make situation better. In this talks, we may see that he also tells his knowledge and his wishing to his
redatives loo.

For the poinhing conlest, the students are leaming before one month how 1o draw he Dols, rose and
develop thelr ideas for the painling. They almost draw the painlings which consist “cfinh dién”, bats,
local peopie, children (themselves) and visitors. Duing painting, many visitors and locaol communilies
watched them as they are very cunously seeing how is thotl This way con be influenced them o fell
their relohives and friends while they come bock home. Futhermore, the students moy tell fo ther
redatives as well while they go bock home about fhe stores this day as what do they leamn, see, lalk
and discuss o many people.
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Understanding local livelihood and social, economic and environmenl issues are one ol objecls for
evaluction and assessment, the investigators did meeting with local people by group in order o
understand thelr common issues and siluations in the community. In oddition, the nvestigotor also
interviewed fiffh-teen local people with diferenbiole bockground of sociol ond economic,
stokeholders from focal govemment officers, monks, towrisi, shludenis, Forest Probechon
Sub-depariment ond experts. We found that local livelhoods are alfeclked by the compony
investment in fronl of Bol Pagoda as the local people cannot compele 1o thal compoany, some people
are jose thel employment and incomes, they do rot wanl fo work in the reslouronts even though the
owners iy 1o encouroge them o work there. In loch, there is no siategies for locaol people in order o
improve thewr capacily fime by lime and the owner jusl forces them i moaking thelr requirements,
There are the competiton of doing business between local people and the company, we fournd thod
the kool people are loser in this case, so the nequality is analyzed by the investigators. The number
of bols are decreosed becouse there are some cafchers, sellers ond ealers the bats from the local
commundy, reslourants in 5oc Trang Province and ofhers Provinces in the Mekong Delto. One case is
found in the research area, one case i searched in 5oc Trang Cily, wo caoses are denlified in hwo
reslowrants in Con The Cily and hwio cases are showed from Hou Giang and Tra Vinh Provinces. The
price & quile expensivie, small one is around 30 US dollars and big one B around 50 LS dollars, they
can moke pomdge and groove. Local people calch the bals and seil them becouse of money and it
is quite eosy 1o gain money from this oclivity if they can gel two 1o three bats per day. In the post, 50
yeors ago, the bals were around hundred thousand individuals, it is decreased. Thong (2005) found
that there waos orcund 500 individuols for Large Flying Fox and 1.500 individuaks for Lylei Flying Fox in
the Bot Pogoda. Al the moment, we lound that it is arowmnd 200- 300 indviduoks for bolth. There are not
rmany ducumrdl,pﬂiniﬁmdhw: in order fo prevent the silvobons in the communilty and region, we
found il i only one document low from Soc Trang Province People Committee §ill now and the
province puls this issue inlo urgent cose in order lo save the bals, improve local people income and
emplayment, develop eco-lourism ond emvdronment in The Bol Pagoda Comps.

And lasl but not least, local stokeholders from Forest Prolection Sun-deparment, People Committee,
Monks and teacherns from schools in Soc Trang Province are invalved in the research, we found thol
they were transfemed by students and youth acfions from the project, they heart some messages from
the locol people, founsts and their coloogues.

In oddition, there e some news on lelevision, news poapers, infemel, rodio and so on, which
merdioned ond raged ochons from the projecl. We con ind ol www . mdichuedu vn,
W [CBOCEONG) SOV, Wiww, DOGITICH.COM, Www VoV com.wn www. Ihslvn, and so on. Those moke
sirong efficlency impact 1o the ouwhences, slokehokders and researchers in order 1o pay more
attention to the bals.

Contact Information:

Ly @uoc Dang (M.5c)
Project Coordinafor

Mekong Della Developmen! Research Inshitule
Con Tho Universsity
Compus I, 372 Streel, Ninh Kieu Districl, Can Tho City
Vietnom's Mekong Delta
Iqoong@ciueduvn/ +54-907-8856-896
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Falling in Love....to the Bats!

The fiim tells the Khmer guy, Ly Quoc Dang, owner of this project, onginal from Soc Trang Province.
Durring shudying ot high school in Soc Trang Province, Dang and his friends used to visit the Bot Paogoda
during weakend while he did not come bock home in order to watch the batls in the Pogoda, which is
hanging on the frees’ branches and fiying around “Chdnh Bién® before going to find the food at night.

Afler groduating high schood, Dang wos altending o environment shedies in order o leam more about
the bals isswe. Year by year, Dang reod many books, reparts and documents on bats in Vielhnam and
the olhers counlries and he decided to do ha final thesis on bals research in his homelown, Soc Trang
Province. Al thal lime, he Iried lo End as much af infarmalion he could, Ined lo conlact many people
who are working on bals issue in Vietnom and his homelown and some organizahons around region
and the workd, such as Mr. Vu Dinh Thong from Ha Nol- Vielnam, Mr. Ly Hoa Khuong from Soc Trang-
Vieinam, Bot Conservation intemaotionol from United Stales, his clossmales from 02MT1- Enveonmeniol
Studies 2002 from University of Naolural Sciences in Ho Chi Minh Cily and his special supervisor Mrs.
Bucng Thi Bich Hue. His thesis concemed on social ond environmenial impochk and educatonol
issues to the bots, Dong was get high score #.6/10.0 from that one after defending in 2006.

In stead of keeping the thesis repod in e cabinets and shelves as his colleogues, he planned to
transkate his reporit ond confacted o Bat Conservalion Inkernational to apply for GrassRoot Smoll Grant
in 2008, finclly he got the grant and he implemented his project in the community for six months. His
project med o focus to poimory students in the community, he olso gol anofher gront from baot
Conservalion Infernaticnal in 2010 in order o moke his oclivilies broader to community. He Fhinks that
young generalion i3 mode the change of behavior bo fhe locol communily and others ones.
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Afer few years of shudying in Switzerdand and working in Ho Chi Minh City, Dang is cumently starting his

small project with Bufford Foundation and Bal Conservation Infermational, this project is supported by
his friends and Live and Learn too. In this project, Dang fried to organize few octivities with the sfudents

who are from pamary school, high schools and local youth first in order fo understond their
perceplions about bats. In oddificn to, he did assessment and evaluafion of local people on social,
economic and environment bockgrounds in order o undersiand more their paricipalions inlo the
project aond bals sifvation in fhe communily . Dong and his colleagues are working closely with local
govemmen! officers, the monks from the Pagoda, 5oec Trang Province People Commiltee, Forest
Prolechon Sub-Deparfment aond the others one. He perceives thal everylhing is solved by human and
we have lo understond humaonily issue frsl in the communily, Iry lo undersland how the relalionship
between humanity and the bals, those so-calls eco-humdonity.

Dang & developing and bullding ancther proposal with his colleagues and local govermment officerns
in 5oc Trang PFrovince in order to save the number of bots ond improve Khimer culture inhis hometown
and Mekong Defta area. He focuses on conservahion educaotion and this promoles to enhance young
gencration about the bals situalions, o frain young development leadership skills, 1o improve income
ond employmend for local people, aond o improve govemance system in the local ond region.

The chalienges are the cooperalion, inancial ond supporders rom oulside, he needs more from them
and pul this project as the program in his hometown in order 1o keep the bals moving and fiying, fo
change behavior of the local people and fo improve governance syslem in the community. In this
way, the bols would be increacsed, sonifation issue would be improved, locol people’s livelthood
would be developed and the cullure would be not lose.

Ly Qucc Dang (M.5c)
Project Coordinator
Mekong Delio Development Research Institule
Can Tho University
Campus I, 32 Sireet, Ninh Kieu Disirict, Can Tho City
Vielnom's Mekong Delta
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