Project Update: May 2014
Publicity

At both the local and international fronts our project about saving Ghana’s Critically Endangered giant squeaker frog (Arthroleptis krokosua) has received the widest ever publicity of all our conservation activities to date. We sent electronic news of RSG’s support and about the plight of the giant squeaker frog to SAVE THE FROGS! 30,000+ mailing list subscribers (http://savethefrogs.com/newsletters/2013/2013-09-22-Ghana.html). We also blogged and made several Facebook posts, which have been shared and liked by several followers (http://www.savethefrogs.com/frogblog/save-the-frogs-news/save-the-frogs-ghana-executive-director-wins-a-second-rufford-grant-award/). To date we also have RSG’s support and the project posted at our website (http://www.savethefrogs.com/frogblog/save-the-frogs-news/save-the-frogs-ghana-executive-director-wins-a-second-rufford-grant-award/). 

Seminar 
We held Amphibian Conservation Workshops at the University College of Agriculture and Environmental Studies (UCAES) and the University for Development Studies (UDS). The purpose of the workshops was to build the capacity of students and other ecologists in the protection of giant squeaker frog and other vanishing amphibians. The training workshops dealt with pertinent amphibian conservation issues including conservation strategies for endangered frogs with focus on the giant squeaker frog; how to establish and run a SAVE THE FROGS! Chapter, and how to organise Annual Save the Frogs Day (the world’s largest day of amphibian conservation action). Through PowerPoint presentations, group discussions, demonstrations and video documentaries participants were introduced to various ways to engage their peers and community members. The participants were introduced to various ways they can organise their own Annual Save The Frogs Day events and were later put in groups to organise mock events for the next 6th Annual Save The Frogs Day (26 April 2014). A total of 350 university students and other ecologists attended the two workshops. The workshops were led by resource persons from SAVE THE FROGS! Ghana (Gilbert Adum- Executive Director, Sandra Owusu-Gyamfi--Programmes coordinator and Samuel Antwi--Volunteer) and UCAES’s Programmes Dean (Dr Peter Sanful) and UDS Head of Department of Wildlife and Range Management (Mr Ziblim Imoro-UDS). 
Field Training and Sponsorship
At Ghana’s premier science university, Kwame Nkrumah University of Science and Technology (KNUST) we selected and involved five students actively in the project. Through hands-on field experience we exposed them to the rare chance of seeing the giant squeaker frog and assessing its conservation challenges, while at the same time informing the students’ own training. Prior to the field training, these trainees and other university students and ecologists were also made to watch a video documentary “Life in Cold Blood-Land Invaders” by Sir David Attenborough, a well acclaimed naturalist and BBC broadcaster. Participants through this video leant about the adaptability and survival instincts of different amphibian species in different environments. While in the field the trainees were taught practical techniques used in surveying and identifying amphibian species such as frog calls and the correct procedure in handling captured species. They were also trained on GPS use and entering field notes, which should include records of important ecological features such as the infestation of our target non-native weed, Chromolaena odorata and other invasive weeds. The project specially sponsored one undergraduate student Mr Sulemana Bawa Gbewaa to gather data for his BSc thesis project titled: The Impact of Invasive Weeds on Amphibian Assemblage Structure Dynamics in the Sui River Forest Reserve. We assisted Mr Gbewaa to finish collecting his data successfully and he is now conducting analysis, expecting to defend the thesis and graduate in June 2014.

Habitat Restoration
We held talks with top management of Forestry Commission and local authorities to draft an enrichment planting plan. They pledged their fullest support for the project and confirmed the permission to restore the habitat of the giant squeaker frog.  Based on their professional advice we have to wait till the early rains in April-May 2014 to conduct enrichment planting.  Planting at the beginning of the raining season will ensure higher successes of survival rates and rapid growth of seedlings. 
Development of Conservation Education Materials 
To date we have developed and donated 200 project t-shirts, 100 posters, 1000 stickers and 500 flyers to schools and local people. These materials illustrate the importance of amphibians, the threats the giant squeaker frog faces, and how people can help ensure its survival.
Awareness Creation
We believe local school children are the future leaders of giant squeaker frog’s environmental movement. Thus, we made outreaches to three nearby schools; The Sefwi Wiawso Senior High School, Yawkrom Basic Schools (Primary and Junior High). We educated approximately 3,000 school children and teachers through presentations on the plight of Ghana’s amphibians especially the giant squeaker frog. We also freely donated to them educational materials (project t-shirts, flyers, posters and stickers).
