Project Update: April 2015

Activities achieved:

1. One field trip was conducted to “Varahicacos” Protected Area (Varadero), north
Matanzas Province. We collected ecological data and distributed posters and color
field guides on the scorpions of this reserve.

2. We elaborated additional posters on the scorpions of Cuba with the money saved
from field trip joined with Rodet Rodriguez (12925-2) and in collaboration with The
Mohamed bin Zayed Species Conservation Fund. These were distributed in the
Faculty of Biology, University of Havana, the Institute of Ecology and Systematics,
Havana, and the Cienfuegos Botanical Garden, Cienfuegos, and the Western Centre
of Ecosystems and Biodiversity (BIOECO), Santiago de Cuba.

3. Four more trips were achieved to Artemisa, Mayabeque and Matanzas Provinces,
but some were unfruitful in finding Tityopsis, probably due to the harsh conditions
imposed by the dry season during these months.

The population from “Varahicacos” is critically endangered because of the continuous
and accelerated reduction of its habitat due to the increasing touristic development in
the area.
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Left: Microphill evergreen forest, Tityopsis habitat at “Varahicacos” Protected Area,
northern Matanzas Province. Photo by Tomas M. Rodriguez. Right: Tityopsis cf. inexpectata
from “Varahicacos” Protected Area. Photo by Tomas M. Rodriguez




Left: The project leader collecting Tityopsis at ”arahicacos” Protcted Area. Photo by Javier
Torres. Right: The project leader collecting Tityopsis at “Varahicacos” Protected Area (2).
Photo by Javier Torres.
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Left: Semideciduous forest, Tityopsis habitat at Carbonera, located in a plain subcoastal
karstic zone northern Matanzas Province. Photo by Tomas M. Rodriguez. Right: Tityopsis cf.
inexpectata from Carbonera. Photo by Tomas M. Rodriguez

Left: Semideciduous forest, Tityopsis habitat at “Sierra de Anafe”, a karstic low mountain
range located in northern Artemisa Province. Photo by Tomas M. Rodriguez. Right: Tityopsis
cf. inexpectata from “Sierra de Anafe”. Photo by Tomas M. Rodriguez
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Escorpiones de la Peninsula Hicacos
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El archipiélage cubano estd considerado como la region mas imporiante del mundo en términos de diversidad de
cacorpiones por unidad de superficie terresire: 35 especies descritas hasia el abo 2004 (una especie por cada 2007 km?),

1% endémicas, comprendidas en dos familias ¥ 10 géneros, tres de estos exclusivos de Cuba. Los ecosistemas cosleros
v suhcosieros de Cuba u.'||'.n.:rpr|. |as Ty OreS I'il'IJL'..':IH di uxp-ccil.'x de umbq;linrbe:. L. Peninsula Hicacos, siusda al nore de
Madarzas y con aproximadamente 18 ken de longiod, constituye un sitio imponanie para la conservacion de cste grupoe de
imvertehrados. Sin embargo, ¢l creciente desarrolle del turismo en la peninsula reduce cada vez més los espacios naturales y
acedern la frmgmentacion de hibilats, En esta regian habilan cineo especies de escorpionss: dos endémicas, dos aulictanas ¥

una introducida. Una especie en panticular pertencce al glénero endémico Titvapeis (T, irexpectara), que solo se encuentra en la
regiom occidental del archipsélago. El objetivo de esta guia es facilitar la identificacion de especies v promover la conservacion de los
escorpiones endémicos de Cub,
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Escorpiones de la Peninsula Hicacos
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