
Project Update: April 2015 
 
Activities achieved: 

1. One field trip was conducted to “Varahicacos” Protected Area (Varadero), north 
Matanzas Province. We collected ecological data and distributed posters and color 
field guides on the scorpions of this reserve. 

2. We elaborated additional posters on the scorpions of Cuba with the money saved 
from field trip joined with Rodet Rodríguez (12925-2) and in collaboration with The 
Mohamed bin Zayed Species Conservation Fund. These were distributed in the 
Faculty of Biology, University of Havana, the Institute of Ecology and Systematics, 
Havana, and the Cienfuegos Botanical Garden, Cienfuegos, and the Western Centre 
of Ecosystems and Biodiversity (BIOECO), Santiago de Cuba.  

3. Four more trips were achieved to Artemisa, Mayabeque and Matanzas Provinces, 
but some were unfruitful in finding Tityopsis, probably due to the harsh conditions 
imposed by the dry season during these months. 
 

The population from “Varahicacos” is critically endangered because of the continuous 
and accelerated reduction of its habitat due to the increasing touristic development in 
the area. 

 
Pictures:  
 

 
Left: Microphill evergreen forest, Tityopsis habitat at “Varahicacos” Protected Area, 
northern Matanzas Province. Photo by Tomas M. Rodríguez. Right:  Tityopsis cf. inexpectata 
from “Varahicacos” Protected Area. Photo by Tomas M. Rodríguez 
 



 
Left: The project leader collecting Tityopsis at “Varahicacos” Protected Area. Photo by Javier 
Torres. Right: The project leader collecting Tityopsis at “Varahicacos” Protected Area (2). 
Photo by Javier Torres. 
 

 
Left: Semideciduous forest, Tityopsis habitat at Carbonera, located in a plain subcoastal 
karstic zone northern Matanzas Province. Photo by Tomas M. Rodríguez. Right: Tityopsis cf. 
inexpectata from Carbonera. Photo by Tomas M. Rodríguez 
 

 
Left: Semideciduous forest, Tityopsis habitat at “Sierra de Anafe”, a karstic low mountain 
range located in northern Artemisa Province. Photo by Tomas M. Rodríguez. Right: Tityopsis 
cf. inexpectata from “Sierra de Anafe”. Photo by Tomas M. Rodríguez 
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