Project Update: May 2015

Project on Conservation initiative of D. turbinatus has begun in January 2015, after getting
final approval letter from Conservator of Forest, South Assam cycle, Assam, to carry out
field work in protected areas of South Assam. Conservator of Forest also kind enough to
direct forest official of South Assam to take active participation during field work and extend
all-round help during field work.

Participatory Rural appraisal:

Participatory rural appraisal (PRA) has been initiated in the forest villages of the protected
areas having D. turbinatus patches. Household has been selected on the basis of random
number generator (n=357) for the survey with pre field tested close ended and open ended
guestioner. House to house survey has been made deploying 10 numbers of field workers
under the close supervision of Principal Investigator (Pl) Dr Shovan Dattagupta, Ms Sujata
Dattagupta and Mr Siddhartha Sen. Two times cross verification has been done get data

cleansing. It took about 90 days to complete 1St phase of PRA excurse in Inner Line Reserve
forest, Katakhal Reserve forest. At present data analysis is going on with nonparametric test
like Kruskal- Walles Test and Mann Whitney Test. PRA exercise in Bark reserve forest will be
done during August —September as security and administrative support will be provided by
forest department during the period only.

Focal group Discussion:

A focal group discussion has been arranged in collaboration with Centre For Integrated Earth
Development ( CiED) and Sate Forest Department involving forest officials , Citizen and
media personal of the Valley . Main approach of the focal group discussion to inform mass
community of the valley about D. turbinatus and its importance as biodiversity heritage of
this region and indo Burma Biodiversity hotspot as a whole . It was also a one of the major
agenda to sensitise forest official at different strata about the species and also to
understand approach of the forest high officials in connection with D. turbinatus.

Phenology study:

Phenology study on the species has been started on 3rOI January 2015. Data on bud
development, emerging leaves, unfolded leaves, semi-mature leaves Canopy cover, flower
development etc. on matrix basis is being collected every fortnightly. On field study is going
on under strict supervision of Pl and Ms Sujata Dattagupta. 30 individual tree D. turbinatus
having GBH > 10 cm has been selected in different location minimize data error.

Population estimation:

Population estimation of D.turbinatus and its associated species and landscape
characterization on part of the ILRF and Khatakhal reserve forest of Cachar District, Assam,
Northeast India has been completed. Population estimation of the species and its associated
tree species will be done through field surveys. Data generated from the field is now been
processed to estimate abundance, distribution, stem density, importance value index (IVI) of
the species.



Media publication and mass communication:

Much attention has been given to publish news on Conservation initiative of D. turbinatus,
funded by Rufford small grant in newspaper both in local language (Bangla) and in English.
Publication of news has got very positive impact on people of the local and regional level.
Research team is getting very positive feedback from the civil society regarding the species.
It will not be out of context to mention that after wide circulation in mass media, Director,
Cachar Native Joint Stock Company, a tea plantation company established in 1876 has shown
keen interest to establish nursery and also ensured to go for mass plantation of the species
on their surplus land of tea estate after scientific protocol of the species has been developed.

Newspaper Articles:
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