Public Education Materials

1. Public Awareness Signboard (below cave entrance at Phnom Sampov, a major tourist site in Battambang province, see overleaf)
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WELCOME TO THE BAT CAVES OF PHNOM SAMPOV

This cave is one of three at Phnom Sampeu that
contain colonies of over one million Asian wrinkle-
lipped bats (Chaerephon plicatus). Only 13
colonies of the species are known in Cambodia.
These are thought to support over 6.5 million bats
in total, and the colonies at Sampeu are among
the largest in the country.

Wrinkle-lipped bats fly up to 50 km from their
roosts each night to hunt insects. These include
serious agricultural pests like plant-hoppers that
can destroy up to 60% of the rice harvest. As
each bat eats 50-100% of its own weight (about
15 grams) every night, the colonies in Cambodia
likely prevent the loss of over 2,000 tons of rice a
year. This equals enough rice to feed over 21,000
Cambodians annually.

Large colonies of wrinkle-lipped bats are
increasingly rare in Southeast Asia due to hunting
and mining of the limestone hills where they live.

It is illegal to hunt, harm or harass wildlife under
Cambaodian Law. Please do not disturb the bats
(this includes throwing objects, making loud
noises, or using flash photography) so that the
people of Battambang can continue to benefit from
the important ecological services they provide.
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Public Education Materials

Tourists watching evening emergence of bats over project signboard at Phnom Sampov (inset photo: cave entrance behind signboard).
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Public Education Materials

2. Public Awareness Signboards (installed at three sites in Bannon district of Battambang province, see translation and photos overleaf)
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Entrance to RomSeisa Pagoda Road to RomSeisa Primary School Road to La Ang Sankeur

Translation: Bats Make Life Better for Everyone
Protecting Them Protects Ourselves!

Bats provide valuable services that support our lives. The Asian wrinkle-lipped bat (Chaerephon plicatus) is an insect-eating bat species that
roosts in huge colonies, usually in caves. Six colonies of this species are known in Battambang and these support around 5.1 million bats. As
this equals 78% of the total population in Cambodia, Battambang is the most important area in the Kingdom for the species.

Wrinkle-lipped bats give birth to only 1-2 young each year and fly up to 50 km from their roosts each night to hunt insects. These include
serious agricultural pests like plant-hoppers that can destroy up to 60% of rice harvests. As each bat eats 50-100% of its own weight every
night, the six colonies in Battambang likely prevent the loss of enough rice to feed over 16,000 people each year.

The large amounts of guano produced by the bat colonies is a valuable plant fertilizer and often gives better results than chemical fertilizers,
as it improves soil quality. The evening emergence of the bat colonies is also spectacular and attracts thousands of tourists to Battambang
every year, substantially benefitting the local economy.

Large colonies of wrinkle-lipped bats are increasingly rare in Southeast Asia and Cambodia due to hunting and mining of the limestone hills
where they live. It is illegal to hunt, harm or harass wildlife under Cambodian Law. Please do not disturb bats in any way so that the people of
Battambang can continue to benefit from the valuable services they provide.

Phnom RomSeisa Community Forest Committee
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3. A0 Educational Poster (x400 copies distributed across communities surrounding major cave bat colonies in Battambang province)
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Translation:
Bats Make Life Better for Everyone
Protecting Them Protects Ourselves!

e Over 5 million wrinkle-lipped bats live in the caves of
Battambang, making it the most important area in the Kingdom
for the species.

e These bats eat agricultural pests like plant-hoppers that can
destroy up to 60% of rice harvests. As each bat eats 50-100% of
its own weight every night, the six colonies in Battambang likely
prevent the loss of enough rice to feed over 16,000 people each
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e Large colonies of wrinkle-lipped bats are increasingly rare in
Cambodia due to hunting and mining of the limestone hills where
they live. It is illegal to hunt, harm or harass wildlife under
Cambodian Law. Please do not disturb bats in any way so that
the people of Battambang can continue to benefit from the
valuable services they provide.
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Local cave managers / community representatives with project educational poster in Battambang province




