~ In a first of its kind, the
Munnar forest division
- in collaboration with re-
searchers at St. Albert's
College here has conduct-
~ ed a frog census to moni-
tor the population of the
critically endangered
toad-skinned
. Indirana phrynoderma.
The species 1s more
~threatened than the tiger
on the International Uni-
. on for Conservation of
- Nature (IUCN) red list.
- “This particular speci-
es of frog is very habitat
specialised,” said Sethu
Parvathy of the Conserv-
ation Research Group of
St Albert’s. "Even small
changes in the habitat
and climate patterns will
affect the animal. Throu-
gh the survey, we also wa-
- Nt to get an idea of the st-

focus on a si
amphibian
species.

km tropical rainforests
in the Anamalai Hills
specifically at Munnar
due to the change in land
use pattern and defor-
estation.

The frog resembles a
toad (locally known as ch-
oriyan paaratavala) and
can be easily differentiat-
ed from its black, speck-
led underbelly and elon-
gated finger and toe tips.

“We have plans to con-
duct an extensive amphi-
bian census programme
annually in collaboration
with other stakeholder
institutions,” the
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