Project Update: February 2016

The human-Assamese monkey conflict mitigation workshop was held on 4th February 2016 in
Sidin Village of Panchthar district. The programme was conducted with the help of our local
partner and CBO “Shree Deep Jyoti Youth Club”. The participants in the programme were the
farmers and community forest authorities of Prangbung and Sidin VDC (Village Development
Committee) of Panchthar district and Maimajhuwa VDC of llam district. The total of 95
participants including both male (n=82) and female (n=13) attended the programme.

After the workshop, the seed of medicinal Tibetan turnip were distributed to the 160
household farmers to plant in their farms surrounding to the forests where Assamese monkeys
live. The farmers were also trained on planting and caring the nurseries of medicinal and cash
crops. The benefited farmers now have positive attitudes towards monkeys. However
continuous support, empowerment and alternative livelihoods options to them need to be
developed in the coming days. The farmers are very interested to develop and plant alternative
high value cash and medical plant (unpalatable to monkeys) instead of traditional, low value
and vulnerable crops like maize and potato.

The project activities had been published in the national newspaper “The Himalayan Times” in
English (pdf of the news attached) (https://thehimalayantimes.com/nepal/fodder-protection-
must-to-avoid-simian-human-strife/) and in “Public Times” in Nepali language (pdf of the news
attached).
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Fodder protection must to
avoid simian-human strife

Himalayan News Service

...................................................................

Phidim, February 14

With the rise in the number of simi-
ans in rural areas of Panchthar and
Itam districts, their conflict with
humans has gone up.

Measures are being sought to
avoid man-monkey conflict.

Rural folks have started protect-
ing wild roots for monkeys' food in
the forest and farmers have started
changing their farming styles.

With the increasing number of
monkeys in the forests of Sidin,
Prangbung and llam’s Maimjhuwa,
monkeys are giving a hard time o
framers by destroying their crops.

To seek a solution to the beast-
man conflict, Deep Jyoti Youth Club
organised a three-day training to
resolve the monkey-man conflict at
Dawai Pani of Sidin VDC, Panch-
thar recently.

Participants at the training pro-
gramme were informed that the
conflict had deepened as food
items for the beasts had shifted

from the forest to the fields. A train-
er asked the participants to protect
wild roots, food items of the simi-
ans in the forest and distributed
seeds ol various wild roots to them.

As many as 95 members from
Kanyadevi Community Forest Con-
sumers’ Committee Sidin, Singhde-
vi Community Forest Consumers’
Committee Prangbung, and llam’s
Maimjhuwa's Laligurans Commu-
nity Forest Users’ Commitiee had
participated in the training pro-
gramme.

Executive Director Sunil Banta-
wa of the club said that the training
was focused on protecting the
beasts' foods in the forest and
planting crops.

Bantawa said that human pres-
ence had destroyed the food items
of the beasts in the forest causing
them to move to the fields.

“Conflict between humans and
monkeys breaks out when the latter
start destroying crops,” Bantawa
said, adding, “There is urgent need
to take steps to control the strife.”



