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Training programme on Reptile Management at Assam State Zoo, Guwahati on 8 January, 2016 
 

 

 
 

 

We donated snake catching and handling equipment to forest officials 
 

 
 

 
 

Snake related informative brochures were distributed 



 

Great backyard bird count in collaboration with Tezpur University at Tezpur University from 12 February to 15 February 2016 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Installation of a hoarding “Wetland birds of Deeporbeel” at the watchtower of Deeporbeel WLS, Guwahati on World Wetland Day 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Year round bird surveys being conducted in Deeporbeel WLS to estimate population density relative to season. 



Bird box free distribution programme 
 

 
 

 

                                                        
 

 

 

 
 

The success stories 



The City’s Animal Campaign 
 
Guwahati, the land of goddess Kamakhya is blessed with nature’s bounty. Tropical forests, temperate climate and geographic diversity contribute to 
its rich floral and faunal heritage. The biggest metropolis of Northeast India, our Guwahati is also a part of Indo Burma Biodiversity hotspot. Perhaps 
Guwahati may be the only metropolis in the world to have the privilege of being surrounded by 18 Hills, 2 Wildlife Sanctuaries, 8 Reserve forests and 
a Ramsar site all compressed within an area of 216sq km. To add to this list, the river Brahmaputra cuts across the city making it habitable for wide 
variety of life forms including us. Deeporbeel, one of the important wetlands of Asia and the lone Ramsar site of Assam is situated at the west of 
the city and is world renowned for its birdlife. 
 
Thus, to conserve this heritage of biodiversity of Guwhati and to generate mass knowledge and awareness the Concept City’s Animal was born. For 
City’s Animal we have taken up 3 candidate animals with highest conservation concern. 
 

Black Softshell Turtle: In Assamese the turtle is known as “BorKaso”. The turtle was thought to be extinct in the wild and are confined to 
tem- ple ponds such as Kamakhya, Ugratara in Guwahati. Due to habitat destruction and trade of this animal for flesh and egg, the animal is 
in the brink of extinction. Fortunately, recent survey has shown that small population exists in river Brahmaputra and its tributaries. 
Greater Adjutant Stork: Known as “Hargila” in Assamese, it is one of the biggest birds of Assam. The global population of this endangered bird 
is less than 1200 individuals. Due to degradation of habitat and lack of breeding space, the bird fights for existence. The species can be seen in 
Deeporbeel WLS, garbage dump of Borbori. 
Gangetic River Dolphin: In Assamese, this mammal is known as “Xisu”. Less than 2000 individuals of this species are known worldwide. 
They can be seen in the river Brahmaputra running along Guwahati. The animal is suffering because of habitat destruction and trade for oil 
and flesh. They are also by catch in gillnets and line hooks. 

 
Voting Process 
 

The voting process for the City’s Animal was launched on 7
th March, 2016. The voting was done online through the website www.myanimal.in. 

Seventy Six (76) schools and colleges across Guwahati participated in the offline voting process. To boost the voting process, voting booth 
were installed in the premise of Office of District Commissioner, Kamrup (Metropolitan). Voting related information were installed in different pub- 
lic places across Guwahati, including city buses, shopping malls, food courts, cinema hall, hoardings etc. 
 

On the midnight of 5
th June, 2016 the voting process ended. By then, the City’s Animal Campaign received a public support and participation be 

yond our expectation. In total, we received sixty thousand and three (60,003) votes. Black Softshell Turtle (BormuriaKaso) received 17,302 votes and the 
Greater Adjutant Stork (Hargila) 18,454 votes. But the Ganges River Dolphin (Xixu) with 24,247 votes became the clear winner. 
 
Thus, after a journey of 3 months, we finally reached the proud moment for our city, Guwahati- the first city of India to have its city animal. From 
this date, Ganges River Dolphin (Xixu) - the city animal of Guwahati shall carry forward the legacy of conservation and protection of urban 
biodiversity of Guwahati. 
 
Organisations Involved: Help Earth, Kamrup Metropolitan Distr ict Administration, Assam Forest Department and Assam State Biodiversity 
Board. 
 
 

http://www.myanimal.in/


The launch of the City’s Animal Campaign on 7th March, 2016 by honorable District Commissioner of Kamrup Metropolitan 



Voting campaign in colleges and universities 



School principal briefing programme for conduction of offline voting for city’s animal in their schools 

For middle school 

For high school 



Awareness initiative at public places, motivating masses to participate in voting process 



Involvement of FM radio station with regular programme “Know our city animals” 

Offline voting booth installed in the office of Deputy Commissioner of Kamrup Metropolitan 



Four local newspaper carried A4 sized advertisement in both Assamese and English language on the campaign including the most circulated 
newspaper of the region, The Assam Tribune 



Published materials for the campaign 

Brochure in both English and Assamese language were distributed for each section of each class for each schools, helping students decide their 
voting choice 

 Voting sheets I love city animals T-shirts for free distribution 



City’s Animal Campaign showcased at India Myanmar Thailand Friendship Car Rally, 2016 



Declaration of result





Our team for City's Animal Campaign 

  Sanchari  Sanchita  Dhritiman    Ananya  Sayanti  Sagarika 


