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Training programme on Reptile Management at Assam State Zoo, Guwahati on 8 January, 2016
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We donated snake catching and handling equipment to forest officials
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Snake related informative brochures were distributed



Great backyard bird count in collaboration with Tezpur University at Tezpur University from 12 February to 15 February 2016

: .‘ TEZPUR UNIVERSITY !
| GREAT BACKYARD BIRD COUNT 2016 :
: 12"~ 15" February ;

cover all different areas and habitats that your campus contains. y

1

| .
, Schedule 1
. Day1(12"Feb) 6:00am-7:00am: 15 mins bird count walk |
i | 1
" Day2(13"Feb) 6:00am-7:00am; 15mins bird count walk 2

Great Backyard Bird Count (GBBC): GBBC is a global initiative to '
document the birds across different campuses and residential !

surroundings. For more info visit: http://gbbec.birdcount.org/ |

How to participate: To get started, join the group of bird enthusiasts !
from the campus, and organize yourselves in such & way that you |

7:30 am - 8:30 am : Talk by Mr. Jayaditya Purkayasthaon

“Basics of Birding and Bird
Photography” f

9:00 am - 10:00am : Demonstration on “Art of Wildiife '

' o i 4-day b d bird t begi

| Day3(14"Feb) 6:00am-7:00am: 15mins bird count walk : § ay aCkyar Ira coun egms
0 ; Sl =T i
! : y GUWAHATI, Feb 13:. The pleofall ages and walks of ife  Phukon and Rajeev Bmh‘mn.
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For more detaifs contact: 8876213485

nell Lab of Ornithology and Na-

al snapshot of the distribution

ganising an early morning bird

§135018185 £ itz Zino giav2uen % tional Audubon Society tocre-  and abundance of birds, survey on February 1510 es-
" 5954761208 y nte awareness on hird diverss. In connection with the count  timate the diversity of free
T s s mr s mrm T T T m ty with stress on urban birds, thisyvear Tezpur University and  ranging avifauna at the cam
got under way on Friday, Assam State Zoo, i collabara-  pus of the 200,
The four-day count will con-  tion with Help Earth, are or- Of the 10,000-plus species
clude on February 15. ganising events. “We are con.  of birds found all over the
The Great Backyvard Bird ducting campus bird count in world, about 1,319 are found
Count was the first online cit-  Tezpur Unverssty onallthe four 1 India. Assam accounts for
izen-science project tocollect  days, besideszsemmaronthe over 810 bird species and the
data on wild birds and to dis- basics of taxonomy and diver- count 18 increasing.
GREATBACKYARD BIRD COUNT, TEZPUR UNIVERSITY
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Installation of a hoarding “Wetland birds of Deeporbeel” at the watchtower of Deeporbeel WLS, Guwahati on World Wetland Day
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Year round bird surveys being conducted in Deeporbeel WLS to estimate population density relative to season.



Bird box free distribution programme

The success stories



The City’s Animal Campaign

Guwahati, the land of goddess Kamakhya is blessed with nature’s bounty. Tropical forests, temperate climate and geographic diversity contribute to
its rich floral and faunal heritage. The biggest metropolis of Northeast India, our Guwahati is also a part of Indo Burma Biodiversity hotspot. Perhaps
Guwahati may be the only metropolis in the world to have the privilege of being surrounded by 18 Hills, 2 Wildlife Sanctuaries, 8 Reserve forests and
a Ramsar site all compressed within an area of 216sq km. To add to this list, the river Brahmaputra cuts across the city making it habitable for wide
variety of life forms including us. Deeporbeel, one of the important wetlands of Asia and the lone Ramsar site of Assam is situated at the west of
the city and is world renowned for its birdlife.

Thus, to conserve this heritage of biodiversity of Guwhati and to generate mass knowledge and awareness the Concept City’s Animal was born. For
City’s Animal we have taken up 3 candidate animals with highest conservation concern.

Black Softshell Turtle: In Assamese the turtle is known as “BorKaso”. The turtle was thought to be extinct in the wild and are confined to
tem- ple ponds such as Kamakhya, Ugratara in Guwahati. Due to habitat destruction and trade of this animal for flesh and egg, the animal is
in the brink of extinction. Fortunately, recent survey has shown that small population exists in river Brahmaputra and its tributaries.

Greater Adjutant Stork: Known as “Hargila” in Assamese, it is one of the biggest birds of Assam. The global population of this endangered bird
is less than 1200 individuals. Due to degradation of habitat and lack of breeding space, the bird fights for existence. The species can be seen in
Deeporbeel WLS, garbage dump of Borbori.

Gangetic River Dolphin: In Assamese, this mammal is known as “Xisu”. Less than 2000 individuals of this species are known worldwide.
They can be seen in the river Brahmaputra running along Guwahati. The animal is suffering because of habitat destruction and trade for oil
and flesh. They are also by catch in gillnets and line hooks.

Voting Process

The voting process for the City’s Animal was launched on 7th March, 2016. The voting was done online through the website www.myanimal.in.
Seventy Six (76) schools and colleges across Guwahati participated in the offline voting process. To boost the voting process, voting booth
were installed in the premise of Office of District Commissioner, Kamrup (Metropolitan). Voting related information were installed in different pub-
lic places across Guwahati, including city buses, shopping malls, food courts, cinema hall, hoardings etc.

th
On the midnight of 5 June, 2016 the voting process ended. By then, the City’s Animal Campaign received a public support and participation be
yond our expectation. In total, we received sixty thousand and three (60,003) votes. Black Softshell Turtle (BormuriaKaso) received 17,302 votes and the
Greater Adjutant Stork (Hargila) 18,454 votes. But the Ganges River Dolphin (Xixu) with 24,247 votes became the clear winner.

Thus, after a journey of 3 months, we finally reached the proud moment for our city, Guwahati- the first city of India to have its city animal. From
this date, Ganges River Dolphin (Xixu) - the city animal of Guwahati shall carry forward the legacy of conservation and protection of urban
biodiversity of Guwahati.

Organisations Involved: Help Earth, Kamrup Metropolitan District Administration, Assam Forest Department and Assam State Biodiversity
Board.
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Ganges River Dolphin

“Guwahati becomes the first city in India
to have it's own City’s Animal”


http://www.myanimal.in/

The launch of the City’s Animal Campaign on 7th March, 2016 by honorable District Commissioner of Kamrup Metropolitan

Welcome to the launch
of
City’s Animal initiative

My Animal, My Pride.
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Voting campaign in colleges and universities
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School principal briefing programme for conduction of offline voting for city’s animal in their schools
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Awareness initiative at public places, motivating masses to participate in voting process
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Involvement of FM radio station with regular programme “Know our city animals”
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Four local newspaper carried A4 sized advertisement in both Assamese and English language on the campaign including the most circulated

newspaper of the region, The Assam Tribune
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Please voie for your
Guwahati City’s Animal
at
www.myanimal.in
Your vote matters!
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Published materials for the campaign

Assamese Name: Bormuria Kaso
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Common Name:Black Softshell Turtle
Scientific Name: Nilssonia nigricans
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Common Name: Ganges River Dolphin
Sclentific Name: Platanista gangetica
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Brochure in both English and Assamese language were distributed for each section of each class for each schools, helping students decide their
voting choice
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Voting sheets I love city animals T-shirts for free distribution



City’s Animal Campaign showcased at India Myanmar Thailand Friendship Car Rally, 2016
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Declaration of result
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Guwahati City’s Animal
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Guwabhati 1st Indian city to

have a city animal

Guwahati became the first Indian city to have
an official city animal after the Gangetic River
Dolphin was declared the city's mascot on
Monday. The dolphins are categorized as a
Protected species, with less than 2,000
remaining in the Guwahati region. Around
60,000 participants voted to select the
mascot from Gangetic River Doiphins, Black
Softshell Turtles, and Greater Adjutant Storks
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“Guwahati becomes the first clty in India

to have it’s own City's Animal"
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Shisu hecomes city’s urban animal icon

CHRONICLE NEWS SERVICE

Guwahati : The city got its
first urban animal icon -
Gangetic River Dolphin (Shisu)
on June 6.

Three animals were se-
lected for the contest - Black
Softshell Turtle (Bormuria
kaso), Greater Adjutant Stork
(Hargila) and Gangetic River
Dolphin. The contest was an
initiative of the Kamrup Metro-
politan District Administration
(DC), Assam State Biodiversity
Board, State Forest Depart-
ment and NGO Help Earth,

“The contest was possible
only due to the support from
the public. More than 60,000
people participated in the vot-
ing that included students
from various schools and col-

leges. The Gangetic River Dol-
phin won with 24,247 votes
out of 60,003 total votes,” said
h& Angamuthu, DC, Kamrup
(M).

It may be mentioned, Guwa-
hati is the first city in India to
have its city animal.

He added, “The reason be-
hind selecting a city animal is

not to give an iconic image to
any animal but to create
awareness about these ani-
mals and the biodiversity in
Guwahati. From this daie,
Shisu shall carry forward the
legacy of conversation and
protection of urban biodiversity
of Guwahati.”

Jayaditya Purkayastha, gen-

eral secretary, NGO Help Earth,
said, “The main motive is to
create awareness among the
people regarding the biodiver-
sity of the city. We will be en-
gaged in the conservation and
preservation of all these ani-
mals." The online voting
process was launched on
March 7 and concluded on
June 5 midnight. 76 schools
and colleges across Guwahati
participated in the voting
process. The Greater Adjutant
Stork received 18,454 votes
and Black soft-shell turtle re-
ceived 17,302 votes.

He added, “We will launch
missions relating to rescue of
animals, installing bird boxes
and setting up nets under the
nests to prevent death of the
hatchlings."

City animal

Courwatuatbnns huve (hisen tee Gangetc oves dokalan s
ity setimaal s amn cnskhons Votagg D e bont U kon Sean
setnowig Chrpw chonws - U prosdur adpetaan saork sod e
wif-aba bl turthe Serrgg 1he otber tvo v gocal 56 sew
soarhentxzaat yonth tako active paet (n e selection, 15 it in
uluimarcly vhis sepment of the pgudace who will o re
pured (0 tke vaee of tus heviustle Sbeniance fiom
Abuthet Netury, The Nasrg {Miteo ) adisdtantration
emat Veze prosee far (e Lsrmurns et bedatond bwy B o2 (oo
aw the mreaed vt Su w city Ut s41F baw o vty prpe
wtum of wrtn wikdl e, inchuing even mogs waxies sach
s eopers and eleptimts, The diaturbog gurt, thissgh, b
Sl we cre mobong £ s of this peaedess moaral logaess
ooyl oy Thasgpfol bons atud eancrdive actue, 11t 6 s
cordust U ke (he oy s antrred xoon by & nibodiizg
evebopmeret, This s sl 10 2 temmeswen] intorost gy
the ctaens, expecially «hebbrenand yoanh, 1 Borwonder-
) W of artsan Wikt Me Heing withon thesr vaotmry Hlow-
VL ey sedoung Use anea) e wil hardfy serve
ety e Lethess 11 b Ducheld By @ corened vlliet from
ul of 5 - lierey, s rsasstetai atad NGO - i secoty for
ez (wrradbng urioss wiklble sosse madyomethed undis-
tarted sperw. The mvery be Lt the Cangete soeee dalphen
o wEResslpg covnne (hehistanoe S ke badetat due to bege
e ureciere il s et n ob Bie Rl river on S
Oy onfaluirta, A strotth of the Babsd 46 esbonng the very few
sownsingrgy Dadedot of the rivee dolplon arad the thiturfang
reation @ how Uy sfisrosdoatog can e Wil eyw 1o
wach et activities umder e very nose. Prorifisg Wp
wrvcw toooomersation w onblely b vt oy bng: e
S0 o on peechons Doors s fare

Whnde the Summnd wikdhde oo 1he Sude lse card it olal
recogiduny, e ety of i weoukd grndedly sosdae - 8 hoes
Uiy - 2het pven crvsdnd our wrbvet besdscuso trel 11 2
srenedkaty serrosreiegy bew 4 snad avockd nbabeted ly 3
phethoes o€ sanale, Nrds md reptles, mwtly bebegrg in
O fevs Oolebevied speckes. Guwahots can sl Sle prde 1o
e ot et @ o gt of s row gDy OwteaBiog aytoan
sorroandiags shador wile-coghtg sjooes - mof jusl lenscr
R e 2k hacneictc pocies e sl Larawr fasen
sk e whprhonts, becgmods el dowr inkadating e ctp's
fross dh got s cossaom] stiertion ban far bessr tan
ol s vartetios bioe ssakes, trthes oomgonee creete,
Wik cars, sl aod 2 farge somiber of berd species ey
Aansne rdo e ucus o ctsservadeon Linkihe saegps ouies,
Duiows o drBih loree fseant Wesvingg bn spuan pringlos soal i
el ety wiiben iy sven loadopn s, Uslortisudely, i
pant destrurtion of the aty’ s groen oover s opes pveos
wirhisroos o shrsbe st (e inctled o coscretustion of
Osr Done cpergeesess e pashong (hese boonil i) cnadures
b e bk 1 vy st pessdahe, Wasady, O sSW¢ ol
rtees wildldy morne vrse -anadet] Mgl st e
wchves b lesving Shant mmaall hoditads indant,

Wlcome 1o the ukdlmkm progran e

Guwahst) Ciey "o Animal

e% ®

HETETA geter | aar o
of &t surfte wY A fr oww
i 8, 9 W9 EwR W AR
i grm | Faen o 3 se
yilke ot ma e % e A
wafaa sl & 4 WiserA o
HIETE HAaH F2731 911 T AR
¥ offas P wd fl e w f)
i wfwenl 8 v 5 & 2lFes
& AT HIAT HIRIA 25 (W
wa) Fwgen sl do umads
w2k (wfen) @) d2 ggads
w21 U F gEn % amE )
TS F UF FEAEV F ER
ETed % gegs 4 20004
sft fi & s om 381 o 3weh)
wEEE Af2E | w3 iRaE
zi@ w5a v ¥ §) Ewd
SR 2 weedz w21 1200
#of =W )




Our team for City's Animal Campaign
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