\ \ S April 2016
: — 3 February 2017

> Globally, there are approximately 334 cycads species in egenera. Cur-
rently 64% of the global cycad species are listed as threated (IUCN 2010)
The origin of cycads dates back to the carboniferous period 300m year ago. They are important as
they represent a link in evolution from ferns to flowering plants. There are 69 cycad species are rec-
ognized in Africa, where the largest genus Encephalartos is endemic.

Uganda is home to five (5) cycad species (Zamiaceae) and Mpanga falls is the only area with the larg-
est population (estimated at about 8000 individuals) of endemic and critically endangered species : & R
of E.ncephalartos whitelockii. 4 . e = e R -

Threat to Mpanga gorge cycads

The Mpanga cycad (E. Whitelockii) are clearly threated with extinction. The most important threats: ; g : §
1. Habitat loss/modification 2. Fire and 3. lllegal trade. Separation between males and females may ’ . : ' , P
increase the risk of decline. A picture of decline: Matched photo- '
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For more information on cycads call +256 776846216 or Email: collinsabc@gmail.com o PEGEE



