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"Wild animals do not want to be pets” 

Environmental awareness and education for not holding wild 
animals as pets in Santa Cruz, Bolivia. phase II 

18765-2 
Yazmín Madeleine Tolosa Gómez 

 
 

1. Coordination and planification. 
 

Development of the educational circuit activities "Wild animals do not 
want to be pets in the city of Santa Cruz",4 Initial meetings were held to 
establish inter-agency working arrangements with the Department of Natural 
Resources, Department of Santa Cruz, Biology career of the Autonomous 
University Gabriel Rene Moreno and the Santa Cruz Municipal Zoo. As a result of 
these meetings, the project established an agreement between the institutions. 
 
Development of the “Consciousness Classroom” in the meetings held, it 
was concluded that due to difficulties in the relationship and coordination 
between the departmental level of education and the SEDUCA (depending on the 
national government) this component (“Conciusness Classrooms”) should be 
moved to the Municipality of El Torno, where de Department of Natural Resources 
has much more decision-making power. 
 
An agreement between the municipality of El Torno and its District Department of 
Education, the Department of Natural Resources of the Government of Santa 
Cruz, career Biology  U.A.G.R.M. and the Project Rufford 18765-2 was established 
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2. Development of training modules. 
Development of training modules to students: A total of 53 students of the 
following careers:  Biology, Environmental Science and Tourism  received 6 
training workshops in environmental conservation education, knowledge of 
biodiversity (including the 12 species we are mainly working with) and 12 
workshops for the elaboration of puppets, support and performance materials. 
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3. Support material development 
 
In coordination meetings the development of support material for teachers was 
defined, this material will be validated and incorporated by the District Department of 
Education of the municipality of El Torno and will be subsequently incorporated into 
other municipalities ensuring the sustainability of the process initiated by the project, 
the Manual for teachers (consists of 60 pages), develops mainly three themes: The 
value of biodiversity of Bolivia, major threats to biodiversity and wild animals 
declared as natural heritage of the department of Santa Cruz. This manual has been 
developed according to the curriculum to be easily incorporated as cross-curricular. 
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4. Training to the teachers in the tematic "Conciusness 
Calssrooms". 

 
40 teachers representing 11 educational istitutionsof the Municipality of El 
Torno took part in the 8 hour workshop training, this training aimed to primary 
and high school teachers of the subject biology. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Implementation of the proposal “Conciusness Clasrooms”: 30 hours of 
classroom-practice for the development of the different topics in the manual 
such as development of school fairs, field trips to get to know the biodiversity, 
visits to the Natural History Municipal Zoo Museum were stablished. 
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5. Start of the educational circuit 
 
The Educational Circuit was developed in the municipality of El Torno with the 
participation of students who trained for the “Consciousness Classrom”. the 
activity "Puppet Saturday at the Municipal Zoo" takes place with the assistance of 
over 1000 people(families, young children and adults) who participate in all 
activities of the educational circuit. 
. 
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3. Other advances  

 Elaboration of the stage 
 Elaboration of masks, puppets and suits of the threatened species 
 Elaboration of the teachers manuals (content and design) 
 PDF version of this manual (100 DVD copies available) 
 Elaboration of T-shirts with the project logo for the involved professionals 

 

 


