Project Update: March 2017

The project had conducted a survey of gharials in the Narayani River within Chitwan National Park
with an aim to assess the status of the breeding males and females in different blocks of the riverine
stretch. The total count recorded 89 individuals. The size distribution data showed that juveniles, sub-
adults and adults comprised 1.1%, 53.9% and 44.9% of the total non-hatchling population
respectively. Of the total non-hatchling population, 42 adults were counted of which two are adult
breeding males and 40 are adult breeding females. This survey observed a large population of gharials
in two locations, namely Khoriya Muhan near the Rapti-Narayani confluence and Velaunji in the
downstream water course of Narayani near Nepal-India border. Dispersal of gharials to these areas is
due to the availability of sand bars and patch habitat including the sand and rock and deep water. We
plan to look into the nesting behaviour and breeding requirements and dispersal of males and females
for selection of nesting sites from the last week of March in collaboration with Gharial Conservation
and Breeding Centre.
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