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Fieldwork Area

2 0 1 6- 2 0 1 7

BetweenSeptember

2016 and May 2017 

we developed

fieldworkactivities

in threemainstudy

areasalongChile, 

Argentina and Peru. 



In the southern temperate forests live a unique group of birds, very

threatened by human pressures: the forest raptors. Through this project,

a wide network of people from three countries generated a preliminary

assessment of conservation status and major threats facing these

species along their distribution.

Bosque templado austral. Parque  Tagua-Tagua, Chile. Foto: Tomás Rivas Fuenzalida



MAIN ACHIEVEMENTS OF THE PROJECT

ÅExpansion of the northern distribution range of the Rufous-tailed Hawk (Buteo

ventralis) with new breeding sites found in the province of Curico (34°S), Maule

region.

ÅFirst population of Rufous-tailed Hawk discovered outside mountainous areas, on

the coastal plain of Arauco province, Biobío region.

ÅNew records of reproductive territories of the White-throated Hawk (Buteo albigula)

in south-central Chile and northwest of Argentine Patagonia.

ÅNew data on the population status of Rufous-tailed Hawk in the Argentine

Patagonia.

ÅFirst data on the dispersion of juveniles of Rufous-tailed Hawk and Chilean Hawk

(Accipiter chilensis)

ÅFirst records of stopover and communal roosting use by the White-throated Hawk

(Buteo albigula) during autumn migration in the Andes of northern Chile and central

Peru

ÅCreation of the first long-term monitoring network for threatened birds of prey in

southern South America.

Partof the staff in Lago Traful, Argentina, November2016. Fromleft to right: Nicol Asciones, 
Santiago Castrilli, Néstor Grees(Ruso) and Tomás Rivas Fuenzalida.  



Rangeextensionof the

Rufous-tailedHawk(Buteo 

ventralis) in Maule region, 

central Chile

Curicó

Talca

Linares

Cauquenes

Constitución

During the last surveys

of the species in the Maule region,

we find nine new breeding 

territories, three of them 

was located at 34°S. This 

information allows to 

extend his known 

distribution range.
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First population of the Rufous-tailed Hawk (Buteo ventralis) 

discovered outside mountainous areas on the coast of the 

Arauco Province, central Chile

During 2016, we discovered a population of 16 reproductive pairs of

Rufous-tailed Hawk on the coast of the Arauco province,

constituting the first records of their reproduction outside

mountainous areas. In six of these sites we could find the nests,

number that we hope to increase during the next season. This

population is seriously threatened by the development of wind

energy projects.



New records of the White-throated Hawk (Buteo albigula) in 

south-central Chile and northwest Argentine Patagonia

During the 2016 season, we obtained new records of the White-throated Hawk

on the coast of the Maule and Biobío regions, as well as in the northwest

Argentine Patagonia, which contributes to a better approximation to their

population status.
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New data on the population status of the Rufous-tailed Hawk 

(Buteo ventralis) in Argentine Patagonia

In 2016 we completed three expeditions to Argentina in search of

reproductive territories of the threatened Rufous-tailed Hawk. Although

during our second visit, with Mariano Costa in January 2016, we were able

to find the first nest of this beautiful raptor for the country (see above), in

general there are very few places where we have registered the presence of

the species.
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Tomás Rivas and Santiago CastrillisearchingRufous-tailedHawksat Los Alerces NationalPark, Argentina. Photo: Nicol Asciones 

The causes of its rarity in Argentina could be a combination of natural and

human factors. In several places where it was recorded, even with youngs,

today it is no longer observed, having recorded deaths of specimens by local

people, which means that their populations, naturally low, are declining even

more because of human persecution. During the next season we will prospect

in the southernmost forests of Chubut, Santa Cruz and Tierra del Fuego, to

determine the conservation status of the species in Argentina, although

everything indicates that it would be Critically Endangered.
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Firstdispersiondata of juvenileRufous-tailed Hawks(Buteo 

ventralis) and ChileanHawks(Accipiter chilensis)

Juvenile femaleChileanHawkequipedwith a 

radiotransmitterand ring

In February 2016,
in the framework of a project
of forest raptors monitoring
with Mininco S. A.,
we equip three juvenile
females Chilean Hawks and a
juvenile male Rufous-tailed 
Hawk with radio transmitters
and rings to study their
dispersion.
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Juvenile femaleChileanHawknewlyreleased. Note the

transmitterantena and the blackring (U3) on histarsus.
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Between October 2016 and 
February 2017, during our Rufford´s 
fieldwork in Nahuelbuta, we located 
the U3 juvenile Chilean Hawk and
the juvenile Rufous-tailed Hawk
17 and 10 km from their natal areas, 
respectively.



Lago Lanalhue

Movementsof a juvenile femaleChileanHawkfrom its natal area(yellow star) to
its possibledefinitive territory south of LakeLanalhue(blackstar). Blue triangles
showlocationsduringthe winter dispersalperiod.

Searchingfor the juvenilefemaleChileanHawkat the hillssouthof Lago Lanalhue, 
Contulmo. Photo: Luis Villagrán



Juvenile female Chilean Hawk found 8 months after being 

equipped with a radio transmitter and 17 km from her natal area
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Juvenile maleRufous-tailedHawkequipedwith radiotransmitterand ring R
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Lago Lanalhue

Movementsof a juvenilemaleRufous-tailedHawkfrom its natalarea(yellowstar)to its last
locationin February2017nearContulmo(blackstar). Bluetrianglesare positionsrecorded
duringthe first weekof dispersion.
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Firstrecords of stopoverareasand comunal roostinguse by

the White-throated Hawk(Buteo albigula) during the autumn

migration in the Andes of northern Chile and central Peru

�^�>���v���o�Z�µ���_��the first White-throated Hawkbeingmonitored

by the publicduringhismigrationfrom Chile to Colombia
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