
Project Update: July 2018 
 
Pig-tailed macaques in oil palm – pest or pest control? 
I am grateful that this project has received an extension of its 1-year grant period as the 
prolonged rainy season end of 2017 had severely impacted and complicated our field 
research efforts. We are about to finish our study and expect to hand in the final report in 
early August. 
 

1. Population study of plantation rats 
 
We have now successfully concluded the mark-and recapture study of plantation rats to 
assess the impact of macaques and/or forest borders on the abundance of Rattus sp. in oil 
palm plantations in Segari, Malaysia. While we are currently preparing more advanced 
GLMM statistics to assess effects, we have just presented our preliminary results at the 55th 
Annual Meeting of the Association for Tropical Biology and Conservation from 1st to 5th July 
2018 (http://atbc2018.org/). 
 
Our results suggest an impact of macaques on rat abundance as we saw a negative 
correlation between trapping success and presence frequency of macaques. We are 
also working on a publication about the rat feeding behaviour in general, and the 
suggested role of biological pest control in specific. 
 
The baseline data of our study on the behaviour of pig-tailed macaques in oil palm 
plantations (funded by the 1st Rufford Small Grant) has also just been published in the 
International Journal of Primatology in March 2018 (https://rdcu.be/KFsd). 
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2. Public engagement, awareness & education 
 
Since March 2017, I have given more than 10 public talks about pig-tailed macaques 
(see 2nd Rufford update report including new activities at KL and Penang). My team 
and I have also run several public engagement and booth activities in and around 
Penang, Kuala Lumpur and in Kuching Sarawak, where we presented our primate 
projects and related interesting research findings, such as the rat feeding behaviour 
of the macaques. We have engaged with the general public and representatives 
from the forestry department and oil palm sector. Our social media page & posts 
(www.facebok.com/nemestrina) and website receive good visitor numbers and 
positive feedback. 
 

 

http://www.facebok.com/nemestrina)


In order to better pitch the potential role of macaques as biological pest control to 
relevant stakeholders, we have been creating videos and educational material. On 
two separate occasions, international film teams from Europe have followed our field 
research team and study groups for a day to record the interesting behaviour and 
produce visually attractive and informative short documentaries about our project. 
Both videos are currently being cut and edited and I will provide a YouTube link, once 
they are ready. The local National Television Network (RTM) has planned to visit the 
project in September 2018 to film a 20-minute short documentary about the 
macaques in oil palm plantations, which will further boost the public awareness about 
this species in Malaysia. 
 
Our project has also received national and international media coverage.  
https://www.sciencenews.org/article/malaysia-pig-tail-macaques-eat-rats-head-first 
 
https://www.scihealthnews.com/monkey-learns-to-live-in-oil-palm-plantations-but-
forest-is-still-  essential/ 
 

3. Stakeholder meetings 
 
Meetings with top oil palm companies have further been delayed due to their busy 
schedules but I have just received the good news that two of Malaysia’s largest oil 
palm companies are now aware of my project and very interested in the findings and 
wish to further collaborate with me. I will further pursue to establish meetings and 
workshops with them as soon as possible. 

http://www.sciencenews.org/article/malaysia-pig-tail-macaques-eat-rats-head-first
http://www.scihealthnews.com/monkey-learns-to-live-in-oil-palm-plantations-but-forest-is-still-
http://www.scihealthnews.com/monkey-learns-to-live-in-oil-palm-plantations-but-forest-is-still-

	Pig-tailed macaques in oil palm – pest or pest control?
	1. Population study of plantation rats
	2. Public engagement, awareness & education
	3. Stakeholder meetings

