Project Update: March 2018

After completing the first phase of the project we had planned to conduct a survey on
forest and agricultural land farms to capture tree dwelling bats which weren’t identified
previously. However, winter just got started soon after completing the first phase of the
field visit. Cave dwelling bats seemed to be congregating in the caves as their
hibernation period was in progress. Tree dwelling bats’ foraging activities during winter
season were also observed to be lower than the previous months. As bats’ foraging
activities reduced the chance of their capture in mist nets and harp traps this
automatically reduces our ability to accomplish our project objectives. Hence, to
manage the time, resources and effort to attain project goal, the surveys along the
forest landscape and agricultural land farms were postponed. During these 4 months of
winter period from November 2017 to February 2018 several conservation activities
were performed. We designed and printed the conservation posters, attended RSG
Nepal conference 2018, presented poster presentation in Nepal owl Festival 2018 and
published news as well as blog post of our activities in national newspaper and
webpage of Nepal Bat Research and Conservation (NeBRCU) respectively.

Activities Performed

» One oral presentation on “Pre Project Discussion of Bats Survey and Conservation
Outreach Program along Kaligandaki Canyon” was delivered during the training
ceremony of “Unleashing Young Minds for Wildlife Conservation” organised by
Forest for Transformation (FFT Nepal) on 4t August 2017.

» One news article entitle as “Dhaulagirika Guphama 13 Prajatika Chamera” (in
Nepali) was posted in “Nagarik Dainik”- A national newspaper, on 39 November
2017 by a journalist Harikrishna Gautam. The news was again shared and
disseminated through “Beni online Khabar”- a local news and media website
which has nearly 46,000 followers on facebook page.

» One blog post entitle, “Bats survey at Kaligandaki Canyon” was posted on 2
November 2017 in webpage of NeBRCU highlighting major findings of first phase
of field work.

» Conservation poster carrying key messages for bats conservation was designed
and 1000 copies were printed during the period of December and distributed
among the participants of RSG conference Nepal 2018, locals visiting Nepal owl
festival 2018 and students from Institute of Forestry, Pokhara, Nepal.

» Poster presentation of our ongoing project was presented during the RSG Nepal
conference 2018 held in Kathmandu Nepal on 30t and 31st January 2018.
Project’s major findings and updates were shared among renowned wildlife
researchers and conservationists of Nepal, young researchers and students from
several fields as well as policy makers.

» Additionally, poster was again presented during “Nepal Owl Festivals 2018” — a
two days festival annually organized by Friends of Nature (FON Nepal) that
mainly focused on conservation of owls as well as other wildlife species on 2nd
and 3 of February 2018 held in Jiri, Dolakha, Nepal.



WS
- S ’

e i S 5
Figure 1: Poster presentation during Nepal Owl Festival 2018 in Jiri, Dolakha, Nepal
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Bats Survey at
Kaligandaki Canyon

NeBRCU is now officially carrying
out bats survey along Kaligandaki
canyon from Kushma of Parbat
district to Jomsom of Mustang. Me
and my colleague Mr. Anoj Subedi
from Institute of Forestry (IOF),
Pokhara were sent off for
preliminary assessment of the
survey. After 10 days of hard work
and endurance we have managed
to discover some habitats for cave
dwelling bats. Out of 16 discovered
caves, only 11 were identified as

Figure 2: In the media - News articles published in “Nagarik Dainik Newspaper” and
blog post updated in NeBRCU webpage.

Visit the link: http://nebrcu.org.np/bats-survey-at-kaligandaki-canyon/
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Figure 3: Conservation poster and researcher attending RSG Nepal Conference 2018
held in Kathmandu, Nepal.
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Hibposideros cineraceous captured at Ranipauwa Myagdi




