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lt was during April and the Rinchen Ling monastery in HaLJL village of Limi
VaLLe& had a special charm. The villagers had gathered in the courtyard to
celebrate ':Pobsavxg‘ Lestival. Nima Tshéﬂng began to sing a historical song in the
company of two other villagers who played the traditional musical instruments like
cymbals, drums and trumpets. Dressed in their cultural vobes, members of Limi
Youth Club danced to the tunes of the Song and music.
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The song narvated the foLhowu\g stovg'

"One night daks guavding WMansavovar Lake and Rakshesh Lake met in the middle
of the two lakes'

You know, my descendants find it very interasting to wate with the domestic
yals of Luv\cwas n the UM khola Valle: dwcy the monsoon days; said the
Chan— ak wdd demigod/ Trom Kalcshesh Lale.

‘Do you know-that cross-breeding between wild aks and dovv\estw als for many
genevations can cause your wild genes to disappeqr foreverd ‘ts ould dis Soum e
your—descendants to wmate with the domestic:gaks,, the Lha—yak Grods. yak from

ansavovar Lake gave his opinion.
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‘V\/hﬁ should | agree with 30!4.2 " Chay\—gak became furious. ‘Mg df&cﬁndants say that
it is even eaciting to havass the yak herders!

Such -behavior is instigating the hevders to kil your descendants! Lha—aak
enclaimed.

The discussion converted inte a fight after some time. The two ks fought
violently for the whole night. Theg veturned to their respective lakes as soon
as the morning light descended on cavth
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The villagers it a bonfire in the courtyard
in the evening and participated in the Sgabm
dance. They performed a circle dance avound
the bonfire by holding each other's hands.
Evevaone retwned to their homes once they
were tired Nima Thiring went to sleep
vecalling the &ak Song. Soon he saw a dream.
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ln the dream he was voamin t? n Wlergu khola Valley. yak was Evazm in the
pastureland. Sudder\ the came vunning towards him m\d Struc avd with
dhoms He fell onto the ground.

Nima wole up in panic. He could hear his own nevvous breathes and he was
sweating. Fear survounded him from all co ;VS People in the community-believed
that a gak hits Someone in the dveam if ¢/ he has done one ov more misdeeds in

Life.
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Without caving that it was the middie of the night, Nima went to the monastery
to see the head lama. Nima enplained his dream to the lama.

The lama vead Nima's astrology and said, You have been vazing domestic yaks in
the natural habitat of wild yaks since a very long time. ﬁﬁw aven kiled five wild
yaks together with other %evdem in the last ten yeavs. You havassed a hungy
snow Leopard wmother with two young cubs. The dream is a veflection of those
misdeeds.
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What should | do now?!, Numa asked.

‘j‘od had visited you-by disguising himself as a Uak from Chavxg Tang in | ibet.
ou should summon in the name of the Grod that you will stop grazing domestic
yalks in the natural habitat of wild yaks, that you will manage sepavate grazing
grounds for the domestic yaks in pasturelands close to the village and that you
will not kil wild yaks anymore. You must also promise not to attack snow leopards
oand thewr wild prey, and to not let others do that too. | hen set free a horse as
an offering to the Grod, it will appease him, the lama veplied
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\ have heavd that wild yaks are found only in Limi at present in Nepal. s that
trueZ' Nowa asked.

‘Wlang ears age, wild yaks used to voam n Dolpa and Mmstang districts too.
But tﬁjeg are locally eatinct from there now. If we kill the few remaining
individuals of wild yaks curven found heve, our new genevation will not have
the opportunity to see wild yaks in Nepal (t's time ol our villagers realize this
bitter fact!
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Similar visks alse threaten other wildife incuding the snow Leopard, wolves and
their prey Al these animals play their vespective umportant role in maintaining
the ecogystem which s linked to our own well—being and sustainability

As the lama finished saying this, sunlight had begun to paint yellow and red

colours to the Himalayas to the east of Limi ﬁw in Nying Khola Valley

Daviness of the m‘g\%\t gradually faded. Noma Tehiring departed from the
monastery with a promise of doing as suggested by the lama.






contemporary environmental issues linking with livelihood of the local community in the Himalayan arc
region. The Foundation's working thematic areas are structured mainly on three domains: (i) innovative
research and policy analysis, (i) mentoring and capacity building of younger generation, and (iii) creating
a platform for knowledge management and dissemination. RHF programs with cross-cutting themes
are robust where quantitative biology and social science tools are used to triangulate livelihood and
related issues connected with biodiversity conservation and climate change.

Learn more at www.resourceshimalaya.org

WWF is the world's leading conservation organization, working in 100 countries for nearly half a century.
With the support of almost 5 million members worldwide, W\WF is dedicated to delivering science-
based solutions to preserve the diversity and abundance of life on Earth, halt the degradation of the
environment and combat climate change. W\WF has been active in Nepal since the 1960s. It works
through a landscape level approach in conservation by engaging the government, conservation
agencies and local communities to save the country's unique and irreplaceable biodiversity.

Learn more at www.wwfnepal.org
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