
Project Update: June 2018 
 
We started field surveys in February 2018. The first step was to build key contacts with 
the fisherman community from selected sites in Ratnagiri, Devgad, Malvan and 
Vengurla.  This was initiated in coordination with the Konkan Cetacean Research Team 
and other central marine fisheries research institute working in similar area to provide 
updates on sighting, stranding’s and incidental captures (bycatch). 
 
We visited the fisherman cooperative society from the villages and sensitised them 
about the proposed project. With their support, we started monitoring the hotspot zones 
identified by small-scale artisanal fisherman as areas where marine mammals and sea 
turtles are commonly found.  
 
Fisheries-dependent, opportunistic, boat-based surveys is has been initiated in 
cooperation with gillnet fishermen to document any entanglements, depredation by 
dolphins or porpoises, as well as dolphin occurrence, distribution patterns, and 
behaviour. We also recorded catch size, composition, and diversity during fishing 
operations and at landing sites.  
 
In parallel, we have also started a socio-economic study by developing standard 
questionnaires and initiating interviews with fishermen in different coastal villages to 
help learn about their fishing practices, perceptions, and cultural and socio-economic 
significance of marine mammals and sea turtles. 
 
Beach surveys are being done to record any stranded marine mammal and/or sea 
turtle carcasses and collect morphometrics and genetic samples. So far, we have 
recorded 11 stranded carcass of lepidochelys olivacea, Genetic sample have been 
taken from three sea turtles and three cetaceans (Indo-Pacific humpback dolphin, 
Indo-Pacific finless porpoise, and an unidentified Balaenopterid).  
 
Photographic Documentation of Boat Based Sightings 
 

 
Left: Sousa plumbea travelling. Right: Sousa plumbea feeding.   
 
 



         
 Sousa plumbea travelling. 
 

                                                 
Depredation from fishing nets. 



    

                             
 

 
Depredation from fishing nets. 
 



 
 



  


