Project Update: September 2018

We prepared questionnaire for the survey, and leaflets, posters and stickers for
conservation awareness programme and conducted the second phase of the project
in Krishnasaar Conservation Area, Bardia.

Field Survey:
Cumulative impacts of anthropogenic disturbances on Blackbuck

We carried out field data collection for assessing impacts of anthropogenic
disturbances of blackbuck for monsoon season in Krishnasaar Conservation Area
(hereafter KrCA). Data was gathered along the line transects that we created
during the first field in summer. Presence evidence of blackbuck (Antelope
cervicapra) different habitat types and threat-related variables and presence
evidence of potential competitors and predators were recorded. At each place of a
sighting of an animal, human activities, presence of roads/ road-trails, settlements,
movement of vehicles, livestock grazing, fodder and firewood collection,
deforestation, fire, and other threats was recorded. Similarly, natural disturbances
such as floods, the presence of stray dogs, wild animals including predators (based
on the presence signs) were recorded. The proximate variables of each surveyed
plots with the household, road/footpath, farmland, water sources, forest, etc. were
also recorded.
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Questionnaire Survey:

We collected information from the local people living inside and outside the KrCA
through a questionnaire survey. A semi-structured questionnaire was asked to
households living inside as well as to those living around the KrCA. We selected four
sites- one inside the KrCA, and three outside the conservation area (east, w est, and
north of conservation area) for the questionnaire. The road lies on the south and
blackbuck don’t go crossing the fences and road to the other side. We collected



information on each household’s socioeconomic background, dependencies on the
resources of the BCA- including for example how frequently they visit the KrCA, what
and when do they collect resources from KrCA, along with population trends of
blackbuck, possible reasons of population change since last 30 years, peoples’
attitude towards human activities and their impact on wildlife, possible solutions (from
local and national level) for minifying negative impacts of anthropogenic and
natural disturbances, etc. We distributed leaflets containing important information
about Blackbuck and their conservation need to every household during the survey.

Wildlife Conservation Awareness Activities
For Students:

Since students are the decision makers of the future, it is critical that they are made
aware of wildlife conservation issues and develop their affection for nature. We
visited Schools and college in Gulariya Municipality and conducted School outreach
programme among primary, secondary and college students. The first session of the
programme consisted of lectures to provide information about global and national
scenario of wildlife and their conservation status. The second session explored the
knowledge and understanding of students about wildlife of Nepal as well as
blackbuck in KrCA. The final session focused on “What can students do to help
conserve wildlife”. Students and teachers attended the programme. Posters and
leaflets were distributed to teachers and students prior to beginning of the programme.



For Local People:

With an am to provide information on life-history of blackbuck, major
anthropogenic and natural pressures, their negative impacts, how this can drive this
species to extinction and how local peoples’ active participation can help secure a
viable blackbuck population, we successfully conducted awareness programme
for the local people. The programme concerned on Ecological Conservation,
Ecotourism, and Sustainable Management of Blackbuck and its habitat in KrCA. The
participants were local people, members of KrCA management committee and
KrCA officials. The programme was facilitated by Mr. Saroj Thapa. The participants
shared their experiences with blackbuck and KrCA, conservation efforts made so far
and many more and also suggested methods for wildlife conservation in KrCA. We
distributed posters and leaflets to every participants of the programme.



For Vehicle Driver:

We conducted a major event of awareness campaign for the vehicle drivers to
minimise the road Kkills/injuries of the wild animals including our focal species. The
programme was conducted in the bus-park of Gulariya municipality where traffic
police, vehicle drivers, helpers, vehicle owners and members of Bus Professional
Association, Gulariya attended the programme. We delivered information regarding
the global and national scenario of wildlife killing and human casualties brought about
by accidents due to wildlife and mentioned how important the role of vehicle
drivers is in controlling such accidents. We prioritised the role of vehicle drivers in
wildlife conservation and how speed control and alertness during driving can save so
many wildlife and human. We distributed posters and leaflets to all participants in the
programme. At the end of the programme, traffic police, after sticking sticker to a
vehicle, distributed the stickers to all vehicles. 500 stickers were handed over to the Bus
Professional Association so that they distribute them to those vehicles that could not
participate on the very day.



Leaflets and Poster distribution:

We distributed leaflets and posters to every participant of a wareness programmes,
household during questionnaire, Krishnasaar Conservation Area office, Schools,
College and other organisation offices including Central Department of Zoology,
Tribhuvan University, Kathmandu.
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Awareness Materials: Leaflets
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