Project Update: July 2019

The continuation of the work on species identification has shown the presence of several
species endemic to the area of the Balkan Peninsula which are not legally protected -
Drusus botosaneanui, Odontocerum hellenicum (Trichoptera), but also new strictly
protected species - Baetis melanonyx (Ephmemeroptera). With the continuation of
species identification, a larger number of endemic and protected species is expected.
Also, for representatives of certain species of some genera, there are no larval
descriptions, so identification to species level is not possible at present, e.g., genus
Chaetopteryx (Trichoptera).

At all localities where samples were taken from, species intolerant to pollution are present.
This was expected as people from the surrounding villages have mostly moved to cities
and there is a frend of constant depopulation of the remaining population. In this regard,
water pollution by agriculture and municipal wastewater is not present.

Also, the claims of the hydrogeologists, previously consulted in connection with the work
of the andesite quarry and its potential impact on water pollution, turned out to be
accurate. There is a great diversity of species within the watercourses downstream of the
quarry, even the presence of certain protected and endangered species has been
recorded. There is a project for continuation of exploitation and a certain extension of
the quarry. However, after inspecting the Environmental Impact Assessment Study, we
believe that if all envisaged activities are to be respected, there should be no major
problems. On the other hand, a new threat has emerged for the whole area covered by
this research, and concerns the investigation of the presence of copper and gold ore for
exploitation purposes. Findings show promising results in terms of rich ore findings, so that
in case of eventual exploitation, all the basins of the studied watercourses would be
endangered.

The pressure exerted on the representatives of state and local authorities in relation to the
construction of small hydropower plants, in Dimitrovgrad municipality has resulted in the
adoption of aresolution for removal of the planned locations for small hydropower plants
from the spatial plan of the municipality for the area of our research. The adoption of
such a resolution would certainly have not been achieved if there was not a great group
of people and activists of the informal movement "Defend the Rivers of Mt. Stara Planina”,
who are daily making great efforts in the fight against the construction of small
hydropower plants throughout the territory of Serbia. However, | am also convinced that
our work on this project, and the presentation of results on the presence of protected
species in the public, has made a certain contribution.

Beginning in August 2018, | began my internship in the local government of Dimitrovgrad
municipality in the field of environmental inspection.

On the one hand, this gave me insight into the way in which the nature protection system
at the local level is functioning. This, along with a consultation with experts of the Institute
for Nature Conservation of Serbia, enabled us to find a way which we can use for legal
protection of the watercourses. In Serbia, protected areas are divided into three
categories: Category | - protected areas of national and international importance
proclaimed by the Government of the Republic of Serbia; Category Il - protected areas



of regional / provincial importance proclaimed by the Government or the competent
authority of the autonomous province (Vojvodina); Category Il - protected areas of local
importance proclaimed by local governments. In our case, it is necessary that the local
government of the Municipality of Dimitrovgrad adopts a resolution on initiating the
procedure for the protection of certain watercourses as a protected area of Category lll,
which is of local importance. This resolution then should be handed over to the Institute
for Nature Conservation of Serbia. The Institute assumes the obligation to carry out
additional research on the presence of other groups of organisms, and later on
approaches the development of the study on the protection of the area. Watercourses
can be protected in two ways - as a nature monument or as a protected habitat. Our
form of protection will probably be in the form of a protected habitat. It is very important
that we precisely determine the sites we propose to protect before adopting the
Resolution, in order the most valuable watercourses to be protected.

On the other hand, this full-time job took away a lot of my time that | could otherwise use
on project activities, primarily on the identification of organisms.

We organised several photo tours for photographing rare species, for the needs of the
photographic exhibition planned for the end of the project.
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Ivan Medenica taking a photograph of Serbian Yarrow (Achillea serbica) on Greben

Planina Mt, a rare Balkan endemic species.



Some of our photographs that will be presented on the photography exhibition are shown
on the following page.




For the purpose of promoting the project, a logo was
created (designed by Djordje Vukojevi¢) and a leaflet

&g
design was prepared for printing. % i

Additional promotional material is being prepared.

In the second half of July 2019, a traditional research camp

on Stara Planina Mt, in the village of Temska, will be held.
There, representatives of all the organisations, to whom we
planned to present the project, will be present. Instead of
visiting all the cities individually (where the individual

organisations are stationed), | will take the opportunity of a
joint gathering and visit the camp during two weekends, when representatives of different
organisations will be present, in order to share promotional material and present the
findings of our research.
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“A Way to Increase Local Gevernment and
Public Participation in Protecting Macroimver tebrate

HaeegeHe zawTnhieHe BPCTE HWCY OTEHMYEHE Ha Biedivarsity of Local Streams in South-Eastarn Serbia™
NOnyYje CEyXEa hEHD DEMM MCTPIAMBIIEN, MaKD 3 fuHanoipanor op, ctpake The Rufferd Foundation
ofnuKyly onpehiede NoceGHOCTH MEONOWKE NOANOTE W _ _
BEPOEATHO XEMW3MA Boge. OHO je Y28T0 K30 NoKazaTer PH3HHLA BUOSUBEPSHTETA
HHXOBOP NPHCYCTER M Y HESAWTMTIEHHM NOLEYHjMMA,
3 KDja ce HepeTko malHna A3 He nocefyjy nocebhe . BMWE 0 NPOJEKTY MOKETE BUOETH Ha:
NPHPOOHE BREIHOCTH. HAaNpoTHE, DMYBAHA HE3AWTHhEHA ; i -
NIOKPYH)a CY 0] HEMEPILHEOT 3HI43Ja K3D 90 EKOMOLKE hittpsdfeaw . rufford orgfprojects’branislay_dimitroe
MPEHE, 3 HHXDEA METYEOGHA NOBE3AHOCT W KDHTHHYMTET
Cy NPeOyCNoR 33 QYFOPOYHM ONCTAHAK NOMYNaLMja
PETEHX W YTPOMEHME BOCTA. 2a pofatHe MHGopMaUMiE 0 NpojEKTY

ofparuTe 2 Ha mMejn:
MNorefHD j@ CHPAjHYTA 3AWTHTE BHOAMBEPIMTETA PETHKK branislay dimitrowBgrmail.com
BPCTA BErKHYMEHAKA, KOjH CY 33HEMAPEHM W MPHMAKOM
W30A0A CTYAM|A 0 MPOLEHH YTHUAJA H3 HWBOTHY CREQMHY.

MpHKYNILakE NONATAKS 0 NPHCYCTEY PETHIG BPCTA
WMa BENHKH BKONOWKH 3H3) £3 ACNekTa NO3HABAH.
HMX0ROM PACTPOCTRAKEHA, KaKo BW ce BraroepeMedo
CAPEHHMM NOTEHLWAIZNHK YrRoREEajyhd HaKTopH Ha
HMX0B3 CTAHAWTA.

3WTHTA rOpHHX TOKDER PEKAY HEZAWTHhEHHM
NOOEY4 MM j8 Z3HEM3PEHA Y ZKOHCKO] PEryNaTHEN
Cpbuje, Byoyhu 03 HUMA yNpaBmkajy NOKANHE CAMOynpaes.
Kako caMe NoKanHe camoynpagR HWCY ADEMLHO

YHIEY4EHE Y ZUTHTY NPHPOLE, OEMM NP0 jEKToM

TEHWMO CKPEHYTH MMy NPeLCTaBHHLHME NOKANHE
CAMOYNPaEe onWTHHE JUMWTPOBrpan Ha oeaj npobnem,
KPD3 KIXDBO HENOCPE/IHO YHULYYEKE Y SALITHTY . o e
Noje HHHY BONOTOKA. dr Sara PEtroic

¥3ea1m y OBEMP 03 O rOTORO CBE PEKE, HAKDH NPONAcka
KpO3 pEAaTMeHo Beha HACELEHa MECTa, 3arahede go
MEpE 3 MPRALTABMRAf PHIKK N0 30P3EMRkE fy AW
fykrsyHyjyhn Hawaey w Mykaravky (faBepcky) pewy y Noro: Bophe Bykajeauh
OWMHTPOEIPALY), BAUITHTA W DHYRIWE ILNIHMHEI0! Dk

e ot 420 JEgH G, FIBHIK W JlM3ajH: Munana BuaeHos - Epanwcnas Jumurpos




