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The project is making great progress within six month.

Implemented Activities

Trade and Ecological knowledge sassement

We started field surveys in February 2018. The first step was to build key contacts with the
fisherman community from coastal villages in Balasore district. We visited the trawlers
association, fishermen society from the villages and sensitised them about the proposed project.
Between February and august 2018, we conducted questionnaire surveys with one member of
each household from different coastal villages in coastal block of Balasore district. This
allowed us to collect information on the social norms, cultural values and attitudes of

fishermen, traders and consumers around the trade and use of Horseshoe crab.

By-catch release

The project has released trapped horseshoe crab back to the sea. Hundreds of live Horseshoe
crabs those were trapped in fishing nets and jetty stone were removed and release into sea
water to avoid heavy mortality. Research scholars, student volunteers from Fakir Mohan
University, were seen to be quiet active on the spot and they play the major role in releasing the
injured Horseshoe crab into sea. Additionally the fishermen, surrounding population and boat
person in particular were made aware of the urgency of situation for protection of horseshoe crab
and its breeding ground by team ABC.

Removing of trapped Horseshoe crab and releasing back into wild environment
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Beach patrolling

Beach patrols have been conducted during new moon and full moon day in Mahisali, Khandia,
Khapra, Bahabalpur, Balaramgadi, Kantiachira estuary. During patrolling Beach surveys are

being done to record any stranded Horseshoe crab carcasses

Education and awareness

In order to propagate awareness about the need of conserving horseshoe crab, a living fossil, a
group of people from different walks of life having concern for environment,
observed Raksha Bandhan in a unique manner. The Awareness was organized by project team
from Association for Biodiversity Conservation & Research (ABC). They celebrated the whole
day by doing several awareness activities on the theme of Horseshoe crab to create awareness
among students, youth and local community. The initiative is aimed at inspiring “a growing
generation, knowledgeable and motivated to take positive actions to conserve Horseshoe crab.
In order to bring more awareness among the People especially among the young group (School
students) about the unique crab and its conservation, a Young Voices Arts competition was
conducted and a wall art competition was carried out and to encourage the participants, the
certificates and memento was given to the best three winners of this competition. More ever,
the conch playing competition was held among the coastal women to add the cultural value
about these unique crabs in their mind. Education programmes have so far been conducted in

two schools and seven coastal communities.
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Wall painting competition for Community Awareness along coastal villages

Art Competitions on the theme of Horseshoe crab under the banner “Know me , Save me”
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Beach cleaning event

In an effort to facilitate nesting and to conserve the living fossil, “Horseshoe crab” in the
different estuary in Balasore district, the team executed an awareness cum cleaning event
about five km stretch along the sea beach on 1st April 2018. Members of the Association for
Biodiversity Conservation & Research (ABC), in association with National Service Scheme
(NSS) volunteers of Fakir Mohan University, conducted a beach-cleaning programme on April
1 in a bid to safeguard marine flora and fauna along the Balasore coast.

Seventy volunteers from the ABC and the F. M. University, along with wildlife activists and
other stakeholders, took part in the drive and cleaned a huge quantity of garbage from the
beach in order to make the place suitable for the horseshoe crab. This was the second annual

beach cleaning carried out by the team.

Apart from members, some local fishermen also took part in the drive carried out at Horseshoe
crab breeding ground. The students got a beautiful exposure to the Biodiversity of the Costal
Balasore along with practical lessons in Conservation from team ABC and the faculties of the

Fakir Mohan University.
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Habitat cleaning event for Horseshoe crab breeding

Distribution of leaflets

We have distributed leaflet in local language among the people in coastal area during village
festivals and local festivities such as Baroni- Snana where thousands of Devotees across the
Odisha took holy dip, to create awareness to conserve the valuable species. These program
were conducted under the active planning and direct supervision of Rufford grant team leader
Mr. Siddhartha Pati

Leaflet distribution in fishing market and landing areas
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Leaflet for awareness about the living fossil

These output of the project will be presented in a talk at the Rufford India conference (Sept 18-
21, Goa, India).
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Media article/coverage in both local and English language for awareness
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Drive to clean beaches

SIBDAS KUNDU

Balasore: Members of the As-
sociation for Biodiversity Con-
servation & Research (ABC),
in association with National
Service Scheme (NSS) volun-
teers of Fakir Mohan Univer-
sity, conducted a beach-clean-
ing programme on April1in a
bid to safeguard marine flora
and fauna along the Balasore
coast.

Seventy volunteers from
the ABC and the university,
along with wildlife activists
and other stakeholders, took
partin the drive and cleaned a
huge quantity of garbage from
the beach in order to make the
place suitable for the horse-
shoe crab. This was the second
annual beach cleaning carried
out by the team.

Apart from members,
some local fishermen also took
part in the drive carried out at
Chandipur and Balramgadi
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SWACHH MISSION: Volunteers clean the beach on the

Balasore coast. Telegraph picture

beaches.

“It is an effort to facilitate
the nesting of marine organ-
isms such as horseshoe crab
and turtles. The drive will
boost eco-tourism in the re-
gion,” said Sidharth Pati, a
marine biologist and conser-
vationist at Association for

Biodiversity  Conservation
and Research.

Pati is also co-ordinating
the programme on the conser-
vation of the horseshoe crab
supported by the Rufford
Foundation, UK.

“We live in the vicinity of a
living fossil,” he said talking

about the horseshoe crab,

The head of environmental
science department at Fakir
Mohan University, Suryvendu
Kumar Dey, briefed the impor-
tance of the valuable marine
creature and their role in
maintaining the marine
ecosystem,

Reader in zoology at Sid-
dheswar College Gobinda
Chandra Biswal pointed out
that the breeding of the horse-
shoe crab and sea turtle was
being hindered by the piles of
garbage, plastics, nets and
mechanised boats.

“Everyone should rise to
the occasion and a collective
effort is required to create
awareness about the marine
environment,” said Biswal.

Another key member of
the team, artist Kesu Das, said:
“Since childhood, the sea
beach has been very close to
us. Through my art and activi-
ties, [ always try to protect it,”
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Link to media coverage

https://www.telegraphindia.com/states/odisha/drive-to-clean-beaches-220662

https://www.dailypioneer.com/state-editions/bhubaneswar/bswar-beach-cleaned-to-save-

marine-species.html

http://bioconservation.org/news/it-was-utkala-dibasa/

https://www.dailypioneer.com/state-editions/bhubaneswar/raksha-bandhan-celebrated-in-
bwar.html
http://www.orissapost.com/wildlife-warrior/
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