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Figure 2: Status of Asian Woollyneck in ASia. (Mld-wmter waterfowl
census, Mundkar et al. 2017)
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STATUS IN NEPAL:

In Nepal, It was first recorded in the 1%th century. It has been
recorded from Suklaphanta National Park in the far west to
Birtamod, Jhapa in the far east. It is a fairly common resident and
a summer visitor up to 915m and occasionally observed up to 1800
m, especially in summer. It has been sighted flying at an unusually
high altitude of 2470m above Kutumsung, Sindhupalchowk in spring
and flying at an altitude of 3540m in September 2017 in Manang.
There has been no attempt to study the national population of this
vulnerable birds in Nepal. However, recent survey was carried out
in Western Lowlands (Rupandehi and Kapilvastu District) from
November 2016 — November 2017 where 38 and 41 individuals
were recorded in Winter and Summer respectively.
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Figure 3: Distribution of Asian Woollyneck in Nepal
(Inskipp et al 2016)

Figure 4: Bar diagram showing observed Asian
Woollyneck in Nepal ( Mundkur et al 2017 )
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CONSERVATION IMPORTANCE: Asian Woollyneck being a

member of the Ciconiidae family, is an indicator of healthy wetlands. It

feeds upon insects, snakes, frogs and so helps farmers. It balances
farmland ecosystem. Conservation of birds also benefits through bird
tourism which will ultimately aid the local economy.
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THREATS:

hunting, disturbance, especially close to nesting sites, scarcity of prey, use

Habitat loss and degradation, Nesting Tree reduction,

of agro-chemicals massive sand extraction from the rivers are some of the
threats to this species in Nepal.
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CONSERVATION MEASURES:

Habitat conservation, nesting tree protfection, wetland conservation, strict
legal implementation, anthropogenic impact reduction and awareness are
some of the major steps that can be helpful for the conservation of this
vulnerable species.
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Please let us know if you have any information regarding Asian Woollyneck.

“Conservation of Asian Woollyneck is now our Responsibility

“aifardt srsokT Aweror s 2l fFAarr



Let's unite to Conserve Asian Woollyneck A ‘
et st (Nepal Name): @it stge (Lobhipapi garud)
gt swr: (Common Name): Asian Woollyneck i,

siiferes a1t (Scientific Name ): Ciconia episcopusﬁ‘\_.ﬂ;‘{
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IDENTIFICATION:

Asian Woollyneck is long legged tall bird (86-95¢m) which have black
head, white neck and black body, orange legs, black bill and dark green
upper parts. Both sexes are alike whereas the chick of these birds are dull
colored than adult ones. Wings are broad for soaring, which relies on moving
between thermals of het air for sustained long distance flight.
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HABITAT AND ECOLOGY:

It inhabits on wet and marshy farmland, marshes and lakes. Usually found

singly or in pairs, and occasionally in small parfies. Roosts at night on tall
frees. Hunts on dry or marshy ground and wet grasslands; rarely wades.
Shares habitat with other storks, cranes, egrets and ibises. The nest is usually
built 10-30m high in a tree with less disturbance , occasionally up to 50m in
tree species such as Sal, Sissoo, Simal and Pinus.

SMERI: FTERI-gd, 9=, B, feb=r, et

F&ding: Carnivorous. Feeds on snakes, toads, lizards, large insects and
larvae, crabs, molluscs.
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Movement:

Not migratory but observed from high hills to lowlands.
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Breeding:

It breeds in July- September in South and December to March in North. In

Nepal, breeding has been observed from April — June in mid- hills and July —

November in lowlands. Eggs are bluish, brown and white in color. It can lay up

fo four eggs.
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Local Names:

1) Terai:  Ghogila or Ghamphori (Gham/ ghohi = snails , phori = breaking),

as it feeds on snails that are locally known as “Ghogi”.

2) Hills: Hile Giddha (Hile = mud, Giddha = Vulture): As it is found in muddy
fields; “Mud” refers fo “Hilo™ in Nepali and it is as big as vultures.
Dhungiphor (Dhungi = Stone , Phor = breaker): This name is also
famous in the mid hills like Gorkha. It is believed that its beak is so
powerful that it can even break the stones (“Dhunga” in Nepali) easily.
Bhudiphor (Bhudi = Stomach, Phor = Breaker): In Dhading district,
people usually call by this name as believed that it ruptures stomach

(“Bhudi” in Nepali) of snakes, frogs and feeds on them.
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GLOBAL STATUS AND DISTRIBUTION: Globally, 19 different
species of storks are found in all continents except Antarctica and North
America. Asian Woollyneck is found patchily across South Asia and South East
Asia. According to the IUCN Red List, it has been recorded from Pakistan-
through India, Sri Lanka, Nepal, Bhutan, Bangladesh, Myanmar, Thailand, Laos,
Cambodia, Vietnam, Peninsular Malaysia and Indonesia .

It has also been recorded from the Yunnan state of China. In Phillipines,
this species appears to have become extfirpated or near-extirpated.
Non-breeders have also been observed in Iran.

IUCN Red List has enlisted this species as “Vulnerable” as it is suspected to
be undergoing a rapid population decline owing mainly to habitat loss and

persecufion,
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Figure 1: Distribution in World
Map source: IUCN
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