Bats are the only mammals capable of true flight. They are of the order “Chiroptera” meaning
“hand-wing.” They are warm blooded, covered in fur and give birth to one pup a year. With
more than 1,400 species, they are the second largest second-most speciose group of
mammals, widely dispersed across six continents.

Fruit bats are vegetarian, feeding on fruits, flowers, nectar, and even leaves.
They pollinate, disperse, and protect valuable cash crops, including
bananas, mangoes, guavas, jackfruits, cashews, dates, figs,
cacao, corn, cotton, neem etc.

Bats use echolocation (Ultrasonic sound - biosonar) for
navigation and foraging. Each species uses unique ultrasonic
sounds for this purpose. Frugivorous bats don't use

Bats & Disease - Bats are known to carry more than

echolocation.

200 zoonotic virus strains, leading to a negative
public perception about them. However, they do
not directly transmit any infectious diseases.
Killing or evicting bats, and destroying their roost

makes humans more vulnerable to
.' zoonotic diseases.

4.2 Bats are a crucial component of India’s biodiversity
i and play key ecosystem roles as seed dispersers,
pollinators and pest controllers. This role
however is poorly understood resulting in a
Vermin status for most bat species as per the
Indian law.

“Protecting & conserving bats
is very much essential to ensure

ecological balance as well as

Approximately 70 percent of all tropical fruits eaten by humans - _ human wellbeing."
rely on bats as primary pollinators or seed dispersers in the wild.

Frugivorous bats carry and drop seeds across large distances, aiding

increased spatial plantation.
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Amazing Bats
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Indian Flying Fox @

Pteropus medius

The Indian Flying Fox is one of the
largest bats in the world. It has a
black back, lightly streaked
with grey with a pale
yellow-brown mantle.

With large eyes, simple
ears, and no facial
ornamentation, it weighs 1.6 kg
and sports a wingspan of 1.2-1.56 m.
It prefers to roost in open trees near human
settlement, usually in close proximity to water bodies.
These are highly social creatures, forming large roosts
of several hundred individuals. These bats are named
flying foxes, owing to their facial similarities with dogs.

Leschenault’s Rousette @
Rousettus leschenaulti

Leschenault's rousette is brown to greyish brown in
colour with lighter underparts. It is found in a variety of
habitats ranging from tropical forests to urban
environments. It roosts in caves, old

abandoned buildings and tunnels.
A colony can contain up to
several thousand individuals.
It feeds on fruits, nectar
and flowers. This species
emits clicks by moving
its tongue against the
roof of its mouth.

Lesser Short-nosed FruitBat (@
Cynopterus brachyotis

The Lesser short-nosed fruit
bat is a small bat weighing
21to 32 grams. It has brown to
yellowish brown fur with a
brighter collar. Its ear edges
and wing bones are usually
white. Itis found in disturbed
forests, tropical rain forests,
plantations, gardens,
mangroves, and coastal
vegetations. Plants

such as bananas, avocados,
dates, mangoes and peaches
depend on them for seed
dispersal.

Lesser False Vampire Bat @

Megaderma spasma

This bat has a wingspan of up to
30 cm and its colour ranges from
pale grey to grey-brown. It is
found in wide variety of forested
habitats roosting in rock crevices,
caves, foliage and hollow trees.

It has a prominent nose leaf

and very large ears joined at

the base. It feeds mainly on

large insects (moths,
grasshoppers) sometimes

small vertebrates (mice,

lizards, frogs, fish, bats). False
vampires do not drink blood, as
their name implies.

Rufous Horseshoe Bat (@
Rhinolophus rouxii

The Rufous Horseshoe Batis a
forest-dwelling species, commonly
found in Ghats, in areas with relatively
high rainfall, moist evergreen and
lowland forests. It forages by
aerial-hawking and fly-catching.
The bats fly through areas
cluttered with vegetation,
feeding on grasshoppers,
moths, beetles, termites,
mosquitoes etc. They roost in
caves and old abandoned
structures in colonies, housing a
few hundred individuals.

Kelaart's Leaf-nosed Bat (@)
Hipposideros lankadiva

The Kelaart's leaf-nosed bat also
known as the Indian roundleaf bat,
is endemic to the Indian
subcontinent. It is
yellowish-brown in color and is
found in tropical/subtropical forests.
It roosts in caves, tunnels, and
temples. It's an aerial-hawking bat,
feeding in mid-air mainly eating
coleoepterans and other large,
hard-bodied, slow-flying insects,
like nuptial ants and bugs.

Maijor threats to these bats are roost disturbance,
habitat loss and hunting.

Bedomme’s Horseshoe Bat @
Rhinolophus beddomei

The Beddome's horseshoe bat, is found
in subtropical or tropical moist lowland
forests. It has a dark to greyish brown
body featuring blackish-brown wing
membrane with prominent ears and
a complex nose-leaf. Insectivorous
in nature, it feeds on beetles
and termites. It roosts alone or
in pairs in small caves,
dilapidated buildings,
tree hollows, wells, _
culverts and tunnels. These N
bats are threatened by
deforestation, logging and
agricultural expansion.

Schneider’s Leaf-nosed Bat ()
Hipposideros speoris

Schneider's Leaf-nosed is a small bat found in
subtropical or tropical, Dry plains to forested hillsides,
caves, and near human settlements. Insectivores, mostly
feeds in groups on mosquitoes, flies, beetles, and other
low-flying insects(coleopterans,
dipterans).Roosts in small
crevices, caves, tunnels,
temples, abandoned
buildings. Colony size can
be as small as a few
individuals to hundreds or
even thousands. Locally
threatened due to hunting,
persecution by fumigation,
roost disturbance due to tourism
activities, stone quarrying.

Painted Woolly Bat ()
Kerivoula picta

Also called "butterfly
bat”, the Painted
Woolly bat is a very
small creature weighing
only 5g. It is bright orange
or scarlet in colour with black &
orange wings. An aerial hawker, it
captures insects during flight. Its flight is
slow, low and fluttering. These bats live Solitary or in
pairs, roosting in old dead banana leaves, bird nests
found in deciduous forests, woodland patches, orchards
and mixed plantation. Its threatened by habitat loss,
commercial logging, demand for its dry specimen as
ornament/souvenir.

Tomb Bat
Taphozous sp

The Tomb bat are moderately
sized bats also known as the
sheath tailed bats. They
are highly social and
colonial. They roost in
temples, ruins, caves found
in subtropical or tropical dry
shrublands and forests. They
have greyish-brown, deep
brown or rusty-brown fur with a
tail projecting out freely. These
are fast flying, open-air foragers, hawking for insects.
Their diet includes beetles, moths, grasshoppers,
crickets, cockroaches and flying ants.

Asian Bent winged bat (@
Miniopterus fuliginosus

This is a medium-sized bat with very long second
phalanx of the third finger hence called bent winged. Its
colour varies from reddish brown to dark blackish brown
with a soft & dense fur. _ ran

It roosts in caves in large
colonies found in
tropical habitats of hilly |
and forested
countryside.

These bats mostly feed
on moths. They are
threatened by Habitat loss
and roost disturbance.

Evening bats (Vespertelionidea)
Pipistrellus sp. and other vesper bats

Evening bats are found across many genera and are
difficult to identify. They thrive in a wide variety of
habitats, often preferring wooded or open landscapes.
They roost in dark enclosed spaces (caves, crevices,
mines, tunnels, human habitations). The possess

the ability of acrobatically
capturing prey in
mid-air as well as
picking up stationary
prey directly from the
ground, or off leaves.
Voracious insectivores,
they hunt and forage in
open spaces and dense
vegetation.

. IUCN status -eost concern (Le)

Near threatened (NT)
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