Project Update: November 2020

For the conservation of the whales, proper regulations should be created, and for that
baseline knowledge on the species in the area needs to be provided to local
authorities. This knowledge arises from research using non-invasive techniques that
allow us to elucidate different aspects of southern right whale (SRW) ecology in this
area.

Land-based study

Fieldwork began in July 2020, due to governmental restrictions to deal with Covid-19
pandemic with only one researcher being able travel to Miramar. The methodology
used was “scanning” to find SRW and “focal sampling” with a theodolite instrument
to register group composition, behaviour, and localisations. The focal sampling was
applied to 57 groups of SRW, the composition of these were 1 to 4 individuals.

Education programme
A new educational leaflet was designed for digital dissemination and has already
been printed. It displays information about southern right whales and the project.

We gave three virtual talks for an elementary school in Florida, province of Buenos
Aires, and a high school in Miramar. Lectures were about southern right whales,
cetacean biology and threats and were given in order to generate environmental
awareness among the students.

"Name the whale" activity: two more whales from our catalogue were named!
Children of the elementary school Santa Teresita del Niflo Jesus from Florida, Buenos
Aires, named the whale N°11 from Buenos Aires SRW Catalogue, as “Fluffy”. On the
other hand, citizens and tourists of General Alvarado (Miramar and surroundings)
through a public contest via official tourism’ social media of the Secretary of Tourism,
Culture, and Sports, chose the name “Miramarita” for the whale N°14; this whale wiill
represent the whole district. The aim of this kind of activity is getting the whales closer
to the community.

Stranding of a southern right whale on the Miramar coast.

On the morning of 22" October 2020, we received an alert of a dead whale on the
north beach of Miramar. After contacting local and provincial authorities and getting
the proper authorisations, we went to the site and coordinated action efforts jointly
with personnel of Universidad Nacional de Mar del Plata. The whale was a sub-adult
female southern right whale 10.7 m long. Due to its advanced decomposition state,
we could only take samples of skin, blubber, muscle, and ectoparasites. We also
collected some baleens. This event was striking because within 1-2 days, another two
southern right whales with similar characteristics stranded in the region (one in
Chapadmalal beach, 22 km north, and the other in Necochea,100 km south), itis very
uncommon to see southern right whales stranded in this area. Unfortunately, it was
not possible to determine cause of death for either of them.

All work done with the stranded individual was undertaken under the supervision of
the Organismo Provincial para el Desarrollo Sostenible (OPDS) that coordinates the
Rescue and Stranding Network at the Buenos Aires province.



Press: interviews and diffusion

- La Capital, Mar del Plata 14-08-2020: https://www.lacapitalmdp.com/cethus-
continua-su-investigacion-sobre-la-ballena-franca-austral-en-miramar/

- Facebook Turismo Miramar 04-09-2020, 15:00, Live transmission:
https://www.facebook.com/MiramarARG

- El diario de Miramar 27-08-2020:
https://eldiariodemiramar.com/2020/08/cethus-vuelve-a-analizar-aa-la-
ballena-franca-austral-en-aguas-del-distrito/

- Diary EI Argentino 10-09-2020: https://www.elargentinodigital.com.ar/lucas-
bravo-pase-miedo-por-un-rato-la-ballena-desaparece-por-un-momento-y-
luego-vuelve-a-aparecer-abajo-nuestro/

- Diary La Capital, Mar del Plata 22-10-2020:
https://www.lacapitalmdp.com/encontraron-muertas-tres-ballenas-en-la-
region-e-investigan-las-razones/

-  Facebook e Instagram Fundacion Cethus 03-11-2020,: Video Campaia de
investigacion 2020 — Miramar: https://www.facebook.com/FundacionCethus/

During 2020, and due to the COVID-19 pandemic situation, it was only possible to
enter the city of Miramar with one member of the team, Eliana Zuazquita, so data
collection focused on working with the theodolite. For this reason, the activities
scheduled for this season, such as aerial surveying and taking aerial photographs
(from a helicopter and from a drone) for photo identification, were suspended and
will be scheduled for the 2021 season.

We want to express our gratitude to The Rufford Foundation, IBM Argentina, Whale
and Dolphin Conservation, and Fundacion Cethus for the support to this project. Also,
thanks to Miramar’ s Secretary of Tourism, Culture and Sports, Playa Club building
consortium, Claudio Copes and Mdnica Luise. Data were collected under permission
of the OPDS.

picture as a gift to the
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and Sports, Mr. Tomas
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Tourism Promotion. © Ms.
Rosana Matrinelli.
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