ndian Star
TORTOISE

Geochelone elegans

Once the commonest tortoises across the Indian subcontinent, Indian star
tortoises are now limited to two disjunct localities of their historical
geographic range. With increase in poaching and pet trade, they have become
rare in the wild where they were once abundant. The unique star like yellow
markings on black carapace is a natural adaptation to camouflage in their
arid natural habitats. Unfortunately, this has led to them becoming the stars
of illegal wildlife pet trade.

Their unique appearance,

a natural skill, is also the reason for
WILDLIFE their unsustainable demand as pets

IUCN RED LIST CITES PROTECTION ACT due to their attractive carapace.
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Age of maturity: 6-7 years,

Diet : Largely herbivorous, feeding on many grasses, herbaceous
succulent vegetation, fruits and fallen flowers. Camivorous habit has
been seen in captive specimen deprived of complete natural diet and in
wald during dry periods with extremely low food availability.
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Sizes (CL: Carapace length) : Hatchling : 3-4 cm; Adult Male: Min 15 cm; Adult Female: Min 25cm - ;:.‘u.u..::_..:.:::::.:‘.r::,...ﬂ oL
Sexual dimorphism in adults only: Larger females with broader shells; Males have longer thicker tails ooy 150 Vamaperied b hamits Gron U RS
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Nesting season: Coincides with monscon varying as per geographic location; Usually two annual dutches (2-10 eggs)
Egg shells: 36-52 mm by 27-39 mm in length and width; Thinner and brittle shells.

Dorsal (L) and Ventral view (R) Dorsal (L) and Ventral view (R) Dorsal (L) and Ventral view (R)
of Hatchling, of Adult Male, of Adult Female,
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Nesting di e < | Why Indian Star Tortoises should not be kept
Nesting females dig a chamber : 2 S pags:

approximately 1015 cm deep with ¢ { sl » They often have incomplete diet different from their
a pot-shaped bottom which they XA natural preference.

cover and urinate on. ~ e » This may cause carapacial deformities.

» Outside their native range, it is difficult to maintain the
natural weather settings to which they have adapted.
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Once the commonest tortoises across the Indian subcontinent,
Indian star tortoises are now limited to two disjunct localities of
their historical geographic range. With increase in poaching and
pet trade, they have become rare in the wild where they were
once abundant. The unique star like yellow markings on black
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Age of maturity: 6-7 years.

Sizes (CL: Carapace length) : Hatchling : 3-4 cm; Adult Male: Min 15 cm; Adult
Female: Min 25cm
Sexual dimorphism in adults only: Larger females with broader shells; Males

have longer thicker tails. T ——]
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Nesting season: Coincides with monsoon varying as per geographic location;
Usually two annual clutches (2-10 eggs).

Egg shells: 36-52 mm by 27-39 mm in length and width; Thinner and brittle shells.

Dorsal (L) and Ventral view (R) Dorsal (L) and Ventral view (R) Dorsal (L) and Ventral view (R)
of Hatchling, of Adult Male, of Adult Female,
Size: 3-4 cm Size: Minimum 15 cm Size: Minimum 25 cm
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Top five Species of turtles/tortoises in trade
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Population Status  Threats to survival

» Wild populations are » lllegal collection and habitat loss. lllegal
present in both collection for commercial wildlife trade is
protected and non- the main threat to the species’ survival.
protected areas, and
human dominated » Ownership of star tortoises as pets has
landscapes in range been a long held cultural practice in . e e PP
states. northwestern Indian states. In some rural
areas, the species is sometimes » Indian star tortoises are the most confiscated species of
» Due toillegal trade, consumed for subsistence. tortoise or freshwater turtle worldwide with two-third of
many individuals have > - - all seized tortoises from India in 2017.
However, large scale international

been introduced
outside their native
range.

commercial trade is a relatively new and
rapidly increasing trend. It has turned
into the most significant threat to the
wild populatnon

» Apart from international destinations such as Europe and
the USA, the species is majorly in demand as exotic pets
in Asian countries: Thailand, China and Malaysia.

Habitat
The Indian star tortoise is a terrestrial
species that characteristically prefers
arid and semi-arid habitats. It is
naturally found in scrub forests,
grasslands and scrublands.

» It also inhabits human modified
landscapes like agricultural fields and
plantations.

. .9 & " N Although Indian star tortoises need help throughout their

Nesting < .| Why Indian StarTortoises range for sustained survival in the wild, there are many
f N NGy e should not be kept as Ihmgswe(an still do asindividuals to help.

L\J:;rlll]rgge[females dga Z ] s & pets. P Remember that wilderess is their true home where

they belong

Spread awareness about the negative impact of illegal
pet trade on star tortoises everywhere.

Keep in mind and inform others that it is illegal to keep
star tortoises as pets in India. Itis a punishable offence.
When you encounter a star tortoise, let it pass without
disturbance.
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» They often have incomplete

7w diet different from their
natural preference.

» This may cause carapacial
deformities.
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How to help

» Outside their native range, it > When you see a star tortoise in danger or distress, contact
Tracks - e . is difficult to maintain the the nearest forest department or Veterinarian for help.
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