Project Update: August 2007

During these two months of work (June — July) we have not have a lot of turtles on the
beach, it seems to be an atypical year and the nesting females began to came out in march
when they use to do it in may , anyway, there have been a lot of work and just two turtles
have came out since June, one of them was tagged and with it we began the TAGGING
PROGRAM IN TAYRONA NATIONAL NATURAL PARK with a beautiful female, 99,5 cm of
Curved Carapace Length, and 85 cm of Curved Carapace Width.

We have emphasized the work in the six nests laid by the turtles during the first months of
the year. We had monitored them, determining a hatching success of 31, 56 % and an
emergency success of 29, 37 %. Of these six nests, four of them had been relocated by the
National Park Staff without an adequate instruction, being that one of the principal factors
affecting the survival of the hatchlings. Regarding this situation, we conduct the First
Workshop in Management and Conservation Techniques of Sea Turtles in TNNP, directed
to the staff working in sea turtles and the volunteers in the study area.
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Fig 3. Leatherback Hatchlings coming up Fig 4. Measuring Leatherback hatchlings




Fig 5. Field activity during the workshop
workshop

Fig 6. Some of the assistants to the

Other part of the work has been to create conscious in the tourists who visit TNNP about
the importance of the conservation of sea turtles, and the appropriate use of light in the
nesting beaches, so we have distribute more than five hundred flyers in three different
languages (Spanish, English and French) and talk with the people on the beach at night,
explaining them our project and the need of their help in order to protect the sea turtles.

FORTALECIMIENTO DEL PROCESO
DE CONSERVACION
DE LAS TORTUGAS ANIDANTES
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SI VIVES EN LA COSTA O VISITAS
PLAYAS DE ANIDACION EN TUS
VACACIONES, TAMBIEN PUEDES
AYUDAR A PROTEGERLAS,
POR LO QUE TE RECOMENDAMOS:

Cuando camines por la playa en la noche, trata
de hacerlo minimizando el uso de linternas.

Si encuentra: a tortuga en la playa. quédate
quicto. La pr 3 humana puede impedir que
se produzcan anidamientos exitosos.

Por tu seguridad, debes alejarte de las hembras

que puedes herirlas o hacer que se
devuelvan al mar sin anidar.

En la noche, remueve equipos recreacionales,
como sillas y sombrillas. Estos pueden detener

a las tortugas en su intento de anidar.

No manipules los huevos, para evitar introducir
bacterias en los nidos.

No construyas fc ante la
reproductiva. Lo: atos son atr

la luz y pueden dirigirse hacia el fuego y

Si encuentras huellas en la playa no las alteres
Los investigadores las usan para identificar las
especies que anidan y para localizar y proteger

los nidos.

propiadamente de las basuras. Plisticos.
siduos sélidos pueden
en ¢l mar y ser confundidos por las
tortugas marinas como alimento, causandoles la
muerte.

Si tienes alguna inquictud o te gustaria participar
e se llevan a

Fig 7 & 8. Leaflets used in awareness campaigns.



