
Project Update: September 2023 
 
During the last months, significant progress was made towards achieving our 
research goals related to the ecology of amphibians in the Atlantic Forest biome. 
The activities undertaken during this phase can be summarized as follows: 
 
Data Collection: 
Fieldwork was conducted to collect primary data in 10 different remnants of the 
Atlantic Forest in the southeastern regions of Brazil. 
 
The RAPELD model, involving standardised 250 m transects, was implemented for 
active amphibian sampling, with meticulous recording, photographing, and 
taxonomic identification of encountered individuals. 
 
A comprehensive database of amphibian ecology in the Atlantic Forest was 
initiated through the collection of primary data, which currently stands at 50% 
completion due to the extensive scope of the studies involved. 
 
Additionally, data from existing studies in the literature were compiled, 
encompassing species composition, richness, abundance, and ecological aspects. 
 
Results Dissemination: 
International outreach was achieved through a presentation titled "Living in the 
forest: conservation of the biodiversity of the Atlantic Forest" delivered to 
postgraduate students at the Lizard Laboratory, Macquarie University, Australia, 
showcasing preliminary project findings. 
 
Two scientific manuscripts arising from the project were authored and submitted for 
publication in international journals, namely Austral Ecology and Wildlife Research. 
 
One scientific articles related to the project was published during this phase. In July 
2023, the article "Water conditions influence the detectability of Crossodactylus 
gaudichaudii (Anura, Hylodidae) in streams of the Atlantic Forest" was published in 
Austral Ecology. 
 
Scientific Dissemination: 
In addition to traditional academic avenues, we made concerted efforts to 
disseminate our research findings to a broader audience. Scientific dissemination 
included the creation of accessible materials in the form of infographics and 
simplified language summaries for the general public. 
 
We employed social media platforms for engaging and visually appealing 
communication of our results to reach a wider audience. 
 
Furthermore, we produced a poster in Portuguese with user-friendly illustrations and 
language, which was distributed to the research department of the State Institute of 



Environment and Water Resources (Figure 1). The research department subsequently 
disseminated this material to the management and staff of the conservation unit 
where the research was conducted, as well as to local schools through digital 
channels. 
 

 
Figure 1. Dissemination materials for the Crossodactylus article in simplified language  
and accessible format (in Portuguese). 



 
Figure 2. Dissemination materials for the Crossodactylus article in simplified language 
and accessible format (in English). 



FUTURE PERSPECTIVES 
Despite encountering challenges during this phase, the commitment to overcoming 
them remains unwavering as we look ahead to the next cycle of this project. The 
prospects and goals for the future include: 
 
Completion of the Database: 
Continuation of primary data collection in the field and the compilation of 
information from scientific literature to finalise the comprehensive database on 
amphibian ecology in the Atlantic Forest. 
 
Advanced Analyses: 
Utilisation of the complete database to conduct more detailed and extensive 
analyses, employing hierarchical models and advanced statistical techniques to 
deepen our understanding of amphibian communities in the Atlantic Forest. 
 
Enhanced Scientific Outreach: 
Expansion of efforts in scientific dissemination to reach a broader audience, 
including local communities and conservation stakeholders, ensuring that our 
findings have a positive impact on biodiversity preservation. 
 
Publication of Scientific Articles: 
A dedicated focus on publishing the research results in renowned scientific journals, 
further contributing to the body of knowledge on amphibians in the Atlantic Forest. 
We remain eager to confront these challenges and explore new opportunities as we 
progress with the project. Our dedication and collaborative efforts are poised to 
make significant contributions to the understanding and conservation of amphibians 
in the Atlantic Forest. 
 

 
Crossodactylus gaudichaudii. 
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