Habitat
The rivers, wetlands, and riparian
lands with abundant vegetation
coverage and hiding places along the
mid-hills regions of the country are
the major habitats of Eurasian otters in
Nepal. After a long gap of around 30 years,
conclusive evidence of Eurasian otters has
been documented from three rivers of Nepal;
Barakot Rivers of Jajarkot, Tubang River, Pelma
River, and Utter Ganga of East Rukum and
Roshi River of Kavreplanchok districts.
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Food Eurasian Otter pelt
Fishes are the main prey of otters but they also feed up on frogs,
insects, crabs, and occasionally on birds or small mammals. —
=> Otters are at the top of the aquatic food chain and help
balance the aquatic ecosystem.
=> Otters are an indicator species for the healthy freshwater = Poaching and illegal trade of fur.
ecosystems.

Need of Eurasian Otter Conservation
=> Very low Eurasian otter population in Nepal.

= Habitat destruction and

. o eye exploitation of wetland resources.
Conservation Activities P

=> Enhance knowledge and information on importance of otter. = Uncontrolled sand mining and

=> Control poaching and illegal trade. boulder extraction.

=> Prohibit electric current and use of poison while fishing. o

= Priority to biodiversity while carrying developmental projects.

= Control excessive sand and boulder extraction from the river = Decreased prey availability due to
bank. overfishing.

=> Reduce pollution along river streams and wetlands. Y

Water pollution.

Construction of dams for
electricity production and

Conservation status 28, S
irrigational purpose.
Global and National status: Near-threatened { g purp )
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Pugmark Scat

For more information:

Wildlife Research and Education Network
Tokha-03, Kathmandu Nepal | Email: info@wren.org.np

www.wren.org.np
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Save Eurasian Otter

Introduction

Otters are shy, nocturnal and semi-aquatic
mammals. They are also considered as the
indicator species of fresh water ecosystem. Among
13 species of otters that are found around the
world, three species are present in Nepal:

A) Eurasian Otter
B) Smooth-coated Otter and
C) Small clawed Otter

The lower part of the neck or belly region is little
white or greyish in color which helps distinguish
Eurasian otter from other species of otters. They
weight around 7-12 kg and has length of
approximately 1.4 meter in the young age.
Eurasian otters are considered solitary but also
social animal (come together during mating).

P TR

Two layers of furs
protects them from
the cold water.
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Long and muscular
tail helps in
swimming.

Picture: Eurasian Otter

Whiskers around the

mouth help track the

prey in water and dark
condition.

_
\ Webbed feet

helps in
swimming.
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