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Summary:

We have successfully carried out all planned field activities in Can Gio Biosphere Reserve in 2023.
A total of three boat-based surveys have been conducted in the Can Gio area in April, June, and
August 2023, following planned methods to collect data for population estimation and behaviour
studies. Initial results showed that Irrawaddy dolphins have been mostly observed in the Long
Tau estuary of the study area. More than 10,000 photographs of Irrawaddy dolphins’ dorsal fins
have been taken, which are being catalogued and prepared for photo-id/Mark-Recapture analysis
to yield population estimates. On the 28th and 29t of September 2023, our team organized an

exhibition in Can Thanh town, Can Gio area, which had attracted more than 6000 people.
Detailed updates:

Stakeholder engagement: We have engaged the Can Gio Mangrove Biosphere Reserve
Management Board and the Maritime Administration of Ho Chi Minh City and involved them in
the project activities, as well as prepare for a broader advocacy campaign that aim to protect the
Irrawaddy dolphin’s core habitats after those area had been robustly identified. The Can Gio
Mangrove Biosphere Reserve Management Board featured the Irrawaddy dolphin in their
publication for the first time. The head of the Maritime Administration of Ho Chi Minh City and

his son did join our field survey in November 2022.

As a result, our team has secured the support from local stakeholders. We are moving to the
advocacy stage, where our team undertake a long-term campaign on social media to promote for
the conservation of [rrawaddy dolphins in Can Gio and prepare to present our ecological baseline
that crystallized from this project to relevant stakeholders. The baseline data is not ready now, as

the ecological data on the dolphin population are still being analysed.
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Ca Heo Can Gid -
loai thii bién dé
thuong can duge
bao vé

Tai vung cia song ven bién
Rimg ngfip man Cn Gié c6 sy
tén tai cia 1 quin thé ca Heo
(cdn goi ¢ Nuge Minh Hai) dang sinh
sGng, ki€m an va phat trién. Ca Heo
Cin Gi& tén tiéng Anh 13 Irrawaddy
Dolphin, la mét loai tha bién quy hiém
c6 tén khoa hoc diy di 13 Orcaella
brevirostris Gray, 1866. Theo Danh
lue @b IUCN (2021), ci Heo Cin Gid
duge x€p & bic Nguy cdp (EN) va la
a0i tuong cdn duge bio vé theo phip
luat cia Viét Nam. Quin thé ca Heo
Cén Gid nay duge cac nha khoa hoc
ghi nhan mdi day nhat tai khu vue cita
séng Long Tau vao cudi nam 2020.

Diy 14 mt trong hai quin thé ci Heo
hiém hoi duge ghi nhan dang tén tai v
phit trién trong méi trudng ty nhién
tai Viét Nam. Lodi cd Heo nay trudc
day cing duge ghi nhin con khi nhiéu
@ vinh Kién Giang, nhung thoi gian gin
day khong thay xudt hién thutng xuyén
nhur true. Theo danh gia ban diu ciia
cie nha khoa hoc thi tai Cén Gid dang
hién dién quin thé ¢ Heo ngoai thién
nhién voi s higng cd thé dong nhal tai
Viét Nam. Vi hon thé niia qudn thé nay
rit d& quan sat ngodi thién nhién néu
biét duge “lich” hoat dong cia ching.

Cé Heo Cin Gid 6 thin hinh thoi hoi
xudn xuén nho ddn vé phia dudi. U ddu
hoi ti va tran thi nhé trong nhur tréi
dha Ion cho nén ci Heo Cén gio con co
tén la ci Ong su. Mém ciia chiing ngén
rét dé nhan thdy, ring nhd, ngdn, dong
dang va thua hoi nha ra khdi ham.
Viy lung nhé, ngin, ¢6 hinh tam giae,
dinh hoi ti vi nim gin vé phia dudi.
Cip vay nguc hinh thia, nhon. Vay dudi
hinh banh I3, nim ngang, hai thuy ddi

ximg. Co thé mau xim dén xam xanh,
tham chi hoi xanh den, bung ¢6 mau
nhat hon. Da bong tron, ¢6 mét 16 thd
hinh chir U mé vé phia truéc. Mit thi
nhd nhung rit sinh dong, ¢6 biéu hién
giao luu tinh cim rd rét.

Ca heo trudng thinh co chiéu dai
trung binh khodng 210 - 230 em. Khai
Iugng khodng 100 -150 kg. Khing cé sy
khac biét giita con duc va cai. Ca heo
Cén Gié ¢6 cai o6 kha linh hoat c6 thé
gap v lic ldc dé dang. Vay hmg nho co
chiéu dii ddn phia dudi 1a 1 dac diém
phiin loai dén loai. Cai dudi ca Heo to
khde tran va ed stic manh giap cho ca
Heo c6 thé quiy, nhdy khdi mat nude,
xoay vong va lan lén xudng d& ding,
nhit 14 khi bat méi.

Vao thing 5,/2019, trong khi danh hesi
ca Tra, ci Dim trén song C6 Chién,
tinh Bén Tre mot ngu dan di bt dugc
1con ¢ to va la, sau d6 duge xac dinh
13 ¢& Nuge Minh Hai ning dén 150 kg.
Vao luc dé nhiéu bao chi da dang tin
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Figure 1 Irrawaddy dolphin appeared in the environmental interpretation publication of Can Gio

Mangrove Biosphere Reserve.

Field survey: A total of three boat-based surveys have been conducted in the Can Gio area in April,
June, and August 2023. Initial results showed that Irrawaddy dolphins have been mostly observed
in the Long Tau estuary of the study area. This area is very busy with marine transportation and
fishing activities. More than 10,000 photographs of Irrawaddy dolphins’ dorsal fins have been

taken. Photo-id data are being analysed.

Some pictures of our work on the field are shown below:
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(b)
Figure 2 Survey team are searching (a) and taking photographs (b) for [rrawaddy dolphins.

(b)
Figure 3 (a) A catfish head that is potentially fish prey of the Irrawaddy dolphin was collected

during the survey in February 2023; (b) Irrawaddy dolphins are chasing a catfish

that is rising out of the water.
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CENTER O BODIERSTY CONSGRVATON

Figure 4 Irrawaddy dolphins are chasing a fish of prey (mullet).

Figure 5 Socializing behaviors of Irrawaddy dolphins.
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(©) (d)
Figure 6 Some kinds of anthropogenic activities recorded in the study area: (a) gill net; (b)
trawling; (c) cargo ship; (d) aquaculture farming (e.g., oyster).

Education and awareness raising: On the 28th and 29t of September 2023, our team organized
an exhibition in Can Thanh town, Can Gio area. This exhibition coincides with the Whale Festival
or "Nghinh Ong" Festival of local fishermen in the Can Gio area which attracted approximately
6,000 visitors. This event is not only focused on Irrawaddy dolphins but also on marine mammals
in Vietnam which is expected to raise awareness of communities. We had an Irrawaddy dolphin
mascot, and infographics, and organized 5 minigames that raised awareness of the local
community on dolphin conservation. We also distributed more than 2000 sets of stickers and

posters as a gift for participants who visited the exhibition.
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(a) (b)
Figure 7 (a) Irrawaddy dolphin mascot; (b) Irrawaddy dolphin mascot attracts many kids

and visitors to visit our exhibition booth.

@

Phén bd chl yéu & Béng Nam A va Nam
A. & Viét Nam hién cén ghi nhan tai Ca Mau,
Kién Giang, Bén Tre va Can Gid.

Tudi tho tw nhién: ~ 30 nam

Ca thé trvong thanh

« Kich thudc: ~ 2,8m

+ Trong lwong: ~ 130kg
Con non

* Kich thude: 0,8 - Tm

+ Trong legng: 10 - 12kg
Pac diem quan thé:

Ca Nuge Minh Hai 14 déng vat c6 doi séng
séng xa héi, thuwdng di thanh ting nhém 2 -6 ¢4
th&. P6i khi, mot biy cc thé I8n tél 20 - 30 ca
thé. Céc quén thé thudng séng & céc ving ven
bién, clra song, cac dam pha. Mot sé quan thé
ca bigt séng trong cac séng, hd nwdc ngot sau
trang néi dia.

Tap tinh:

Ca Nuge Minh Hai la loai boi cham. Chung
thudng boi dudi mat nuée va ndi lén mat nude N
rét nhanh. Ching && 16 phan dinh dau truéc Thuc an
tién, sau dé 16n mot véng ngén. Vay lung xuét
hién tiép theo, cudi cing chim xudng nuaée.

Khi chiing kiém an thinh thoang chung cé thé
vAy dudi, dap dudi va phun nwée. Cac hoat
déng xa hoi trong by kha da dang nhu choi
dua, nhay khdi mat nwée, boi xoay tron va co
sat vai nhau.

Figure 8 Irrawaddy dolphin infographic has been displayed in the exhibition booth.
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Figure 9 Irrawaddy dolphin sticker designed to be distributed to participants in the

exhibition.
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