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Towards responsible tourism practlces

Marine environment consists of unique
marine ecosystems that are not only sources
for subsistence and commercial fishing
zones but also support livelihood for coastal
communities. Coral reefs are such
ecosystems providing marine (eco)tourism
experiences for visiting recreational visitors
and rewarding livelihood for tourism boat
operators and guides. Unfortunately, beside
climate change related stressors, coral reefs
are equally threatened by many other
human-induced stressors. Unsustainable
tourism  activities such as  stressors
contributing to degradation of coral reefs. To
address myriad threats arising in the marine
environment different actors are actively
adapting sustainable-driven conservation
interventions and approaches. Coral reef
restoration and capacity building on
promoting responsible tourism practices.

The 'Reef Stewardship project’ supported by
the Rufford Foundation is such capacity
building approach aimed at empowering the
local communities, particularly  those
involved in marine tourism on key aspects
about responsible tourism practices and
enhancing authentic guiding skills among the
boat operators, marine guides, and

members from the Beach Management
Units (BMUSs).

Photo 1: Recreat/ona/ d/vmg experience, Yatin Pate/
SCUBA diving in the underwater world of the Kisite
Marine Park. Credit: Ewout Knoester

Photo 2: Restored coral reefs in Mkwiro Community
Managed Area within Wasini Channel, acts as new
recreational diving sites. Credit: Ewout Knoester

Approach

To accomplish the project objective on
promoting  responsible  tourism  we
conducted a two-day workshop involving 38
participants drawn from the local Wasini
Youth boat operators, Kisite Community
Boat Operators, and four BMUs (Mkwiro,
Wasini, Kibuyuni, and Shimoni). With
majority of participants lacking professional
training in marine and responsible tourism,
the workshop provided a kick-off point for
many to get a glimpse of theory about
sustainable tourism practices at firsthand.
To guarantee effective delivery of the
training sessions during the workshop, we
engage personnel from the Pilli Pipa,
REEFolution, Sustainable Travel and Tourism
Agenda (STTA), and Kenya Wildlife Service
(KWS) to design and develop training
programme as well as content. The two-
days training content consisted of: basic
introduction to tourism, fundamentals of

sustainable tourism, authentic guiding
approaches, responsible visitor handling
and management, basic responsible

practices and operations, sustainability
aspects, safety-search and rescue. The
training were conducted in an interactive
way encouraging and small-scale (open)
group discussions encouraging active
participation among the participants.

Capacity building for locals

Tralnlng session on responsible tourism practises
<

Photo 3: Sensitisation and training session in progress
at Kisite KWS Conference Hall. Credit: Dzivula Gube

Coral reefs are often threatened by the
excessive us by tourism-related activities.
Unfortunately the capacity of coral reef to
sustainably support marine ecotourism have not
been quantified. Excessive use of coral reefs by
tourism can contribute to collapsing of healthy
coral reefs potentially destroying all their value
as a resource for both tourism and fisheries.

A two-day sensitisation and training workshop
was held from December 6th to 7th, 2023, with a
primary focus on promoting responsible
tourism practices among Boat-owner
Associations (BMUs) and boat operators/guides
in the vicinity of the Kisite Marine Protected
Area.

Organized by REEFolution with funding support
from Rufford Small Grant, the training was a
collaborative effort involving various
stakeholders including REEFolution, Sustainable
Travel and Tourism Agenda, Kenya Wildlife
Service (KWS), and Pilli Pipa. The overarching
goal of the two-day workshop was to enhance
the participants' understanding of the
foundations of sustainable tourism and to
provide them with the knowledge and skills
necessary to adopt responsible tourism
approaches in their marine tourism activities.

The workshop covered a wide range of topics,
including introduction to tourism and foundations
of sustainable tourism, sustainable guiding for

boat operators and guiding crews,
visitor
communicating sustainability,

responsible
responsible operations,
managing guest

management,

feedback and safety-search-rescue. Particularly,
the training content focused on principles of
sustainable tourism and the strategies on how
boat operators can promote responsible practices
in their tourism operations through application of
sustainability best practices. This included:

Tourism and its impacts;

Sustainable tourism principles and the 7 core
areas of sustainability management;

The role of guides as sustainable tourism
stewards and destination hosts;

Ethical considerations in wildlife and tourist
interactions;

Responsible visitor management practices;
Effective communication;

Boat and crew safety;

Ethical diving practices

The training was delivered using an interactive
approach including activities for participants and
informative sessions.

Photo 4:

Yvonne Muyia, REEFolution Programme

Coordinator leading an interactive session with the training
participants. Credit: Dvizula Gube



Outcomes

Participant's key learnings

After the 2-days training workshop, we engage the
participants on key learning lessons. Below are a
few learning takeaway: -

e Participants understanding their critical role of
guides as representatives and host at their
destination.

e Appreciated the importance of effective
communication and communicating in cross-
cultural situations at a destination.

e Acknowledging the customer satisfactory
journey and visitor management are also guide
responsibilities.

e Broadened understanding of marine protected
area code of conduct and about responsible
tourism practices.

e Appreciated the need to encourage inclusion,
particularly on gender equality since like
fisheries, tourism is equally filled with
masculinity as its dominated by male gender.

e Enhanced awareness on maritime regulations.
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Photo 5: Awarding training participants’ with
Certificate of Participation by Judy Kepher Gona from
STTA..Credit: Dvivula Gube

The output from the Activity

The training involved 40 participants drawn
mainly from the two boat operators (i.e., Kisite
Community Boat Operators and Wasini Youth
Boat Operators as well as selected members
from the BMUs who are active in the marine
ecotourism ventures.

Photo 6: A group photo with
some training participants and
facilitators.

Credit: Dzivula Gube

Certificate of Participation
This certificate is presented to

(Type participant’s name)

In recognition of your participation in the ‘Responsible Tourism Practices Workshop’

INTERPHASE supported by Rufford Small Grants and Blue Parks Small Grants from
The Rufford Foundation and Marine Conservation Institute respectively.

6th December to 7th December 2023
KWS Kisite Marine Park, Shimoni

Issued on 7th December 2023 in Shimoni, Kwale County

under the REEF STEWARDSHIP PROJECT and ADVANCING CONSERVATION BY STRENGTHENING THE COMMUNITY-MPA

Yvonne Lynda Muyia Judy Kepher Gona
Programme Coordinator Founder and Executive Director
REEFolution Trust Sustainable Travel & Tourism Agenda
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Photo 7: Sample ‘Certificate
of Participation’



Media Outreach and Publicity
hfegu.mrdlng biadiversity

Phete Cradik: Joshuo Wambugu
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Reef Rongers enjoying delphins wiew ar the Wasini Channel. They hove been speorhesding offarts ke ensure responsible tasrism prodices.

Safeguarding biodiversity

through responsible tourism

By Ruth Keah | rkeohkedideZgrmail.corn

rosing up in Wasini villoge,

Suleirnan Kionzo, wos

molded into beroming

one of tha prominend boot

aperslons in fhe Shemon
reio. A member of the Wosim Bool Youth
Ciperabor ard o seosoned lour guds, Fuas
devnbed 15 years fo hes prodrssinn

His prameary rofe nvchees lakarg
tounsts fram mmnlard Shimom e the
brearhitaking Kisite-Mpungut Marine
Motional Park, Dvbbed the Home of
the Dodphin,' the Park is bocated in the
dhimoniYango sensoape olong ihe
southern coost of Kerma,

At couniey’s lorges moree profecied
ared, The park g o beacon of mafual
wander, rnpbeahng towrists wath its unique
maring ecoaystem, pristine corl reefs,
arvdd desarsge rmanee life, Motably, i sewves

o5 0 crucial migrateny rowse for majpestic
nrnpbock whales, and has become

a syl of successful conserdation
rmoregerniend, earmng the presigous
geald-lovel Bluc: Pork Award Gy the Moring
Conzersaicn Insfitute for achieving the
Pl el 5

e Dased slundosds bor

manns life profoction ond monagemond,

Most boat operators
from this area are not

professional tour guides;

they simply follow what
others have been doing
without proper fraining.
- Yvonne Muyia,
REEFolution Programme
Coordinator

Beyond s conlogical significonoe, the pork
and adjocent locally marnine monoaged
ares [LMAMAS] play o preodul role o Hw
locnl eoonommy, sustaining Inehhoods
lhrough subsstence hshing and threvng
maarine tounsm ochivities. The .'-;'.inlglrj-'
af Tourizm, Wwildlife & Haritage annws
lounsm sedor pertcemance repart tor
20022 showes thet the nurmiber of tounisis
vissling the Park has increczed from

A0, 77300 2019 b0 73,922 in 2022

Chnng ko founsl sensons, Kionro
seamlesshy fransifions irtc o fsherman.
Thiz dual role i cormmeoes arnong ey
hont npermbors in the areo who, ks
Kionzo, cid nol pursoe formal educoton m
four :||_|||:!|i'5

He, hovessyer, ocknowledoges thal some of
his collzoguees unintentionally confribute o
the degrodaticn of the marnne ecosysiem.
Their adivities, such s reckless boo
anchonng, vrguided snorkebng and
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Of communities and modern
technologies in restoring coral reefs

Pheta Credit | Ruth Keah
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Members of a Beach M.nn:lgem:an'r Unit (BMU} make artificial reefs at the

training workshop in Kwale County, Kenya's coast.

By Ruth Keah | rkeahkodided@gmail com

aimuna Aboud sands poissd
in her diving gear, prepared
ta embark on o remarkoils
underwmer journey.

The dedicated member of the Wasind Baoch
wanagement Lndt [BMU) in Shimoni, Kwala
County, for twa years epitomises the spirit of
o health promater determined o enlighien
her community about the imporionce of
prasarvieg the delicele, dry land and viksan
OERAN SEosysiems.

With her sighl s& on exploring the restored
coral reels of Shimond, Maimena's passion far
enwvironmental education radiates, promising
o caplivating odvenbure thot also inspines
offers 1o sofeguord noture’s wonders.

Unlike many members of the Bl

||r|r| hi[?ﬂ'l l::I:JI_."'!':J“IrHI. :I'Ii: MmN S4ean
slaksheldess in Shimeond spasoope,
Megirmuna was initiolly unoweare of coral
rewd restoration eflons ond the diverss
array of coral species that inhabir the
ocean. Thanks 1o REEFalulion Trust, o not-
for profil conservalion organisalion fhal
restores coval wels ond shanes resoorch
insights in Shimoni, Kwale County, che
new has what it takes to moks bicdivarsity
thrive.

According to Secore.crg (2021],
defrimental eftects of gloal warming and
hurran adivities have resulted in the boss
of mare than 50 per ceni of the world's
cowirl reets in the peest three decodes.

Furthermaore, it is predicted that without
intarsention within the ned canbury, up fo
90 per cent of the remeaining coral reefs
rrigay parish, lecrving only o tew prisfine ones
unlewchad by the desirudive foroes,

I response o alorming dechne af conal
reefs, managers, procitoners, scenfists
ond conservalicn organisaliens hove come
up with innovative restaration sechniques
that also gim o accelerata recovery of
darnoged resfs,

REEFaluticn, Filli Fipa Dhow Safaris and
the locol comroaenity working with Mlowiro
Beoch Maonagement Linit hawe restared 3ho
of coral reafs in the Mlowirs Community
Meenogyed Areo within the Wasini Chosnel,
and trained 15 REEF ramgers. Crer 2,000
orfificiol res! shuciures hove beon plocad,
with masories producing over 10,000
young corad fragments anmually

Jashua Warnbugu = o social soence PhD
rasaarcher who focuses on the socistal
impact of coral reef restaration. Ha says
unlike trea planting which has been a long-
stonding practice undersiood by many,
coral reef resiorotion is a relatively new
trial. and posas unigee challznges creating
a small conflict and dilemma omang
lexcls.

I order fo foster understanding and
I!I‘\:J\::IJIII!:I"! L4 18 (48] II:JIr-C.ilIII-r‘:III n (:I::II:JI
reet restorafion, RFFRolution, throagh
Real Stewardship Project, a small gram
Funded by Bulford Fosmdalicon is mow
raking awareness and educating Shimeni
locals obowdt the significance of conal reaf
restorafion how il is done and vorious
technigues involved. This is done through
expenential learning [iraining|, where locals
drawn from BMUE and beat operatoss
parficipate.

Tha primary objective of the project is o
emphasise the imporiance of presaring

and rehabilfitating coral recds, while using
voricis ypes of artificial reef strectune.

6 OCTOBER 2023 | sciewce SAYANSE

FEBRUARY 2024 | Science SAYANSI 9
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Photo 9: Publicity and outreach article published in MESHA Magazine written by Ruth Keah, Multi-award
journalist - Winner Radio Journalist of the Year - 2021.

Photo 8: Publicity and outreach article published in MESHA Magazine written by Ruth Keah, Multi-award
journalist - Winner Radio Journalist of the Year - 2021.



https://meshascience.org/sayansi-magazine/
https://meshascience.org/communities-use-modern-technologies-in-restoring-coral-reefs/
https://meshascience.org/communities-use-modern-technologies-in-restoring-coral-reefs/
https://meshascience.org/communities-use-modern-technologies-in-restoring-coral-reefs/

Safeguarding biodiversity

Media Outreach and Publicity

Arang, pos= significont thrents o lbe
frogile marine environmend, including
corak and alher vulnerable specie If left
unnddressed, these prochoes could lend
to imeversible demoge to delicate marine
eoosyshems,

P Thus reason, Koo wis port of o
troining aimed ot cmpowering four guides
and bost ooerators with responsible
loursrn prochoss, |1 wes condudad by

the REEFolutian Trust, under the REEF

S EWAKLDSHIF Projed supporbed by The
Ruford Foundotion,

¥vonne Muyo, the Progromme
Coardingtor af the Trust, cmphasized thot
sushamnahle fnunsm seeks 1o mumimore
negitive emdronmantsl impoc, support
local commuonilies, and affer meaningful
rxperiences for frovelers.,

“rcl boot operators frem 1his area are
riat professional tour guidas; they simply
lesblerwer whial olivers hove been domg
without proper trimng. S goeal s 1o
standardize foursm prodices here cnd
hedp thern virdersiand The benehils ol
susteerahble tounsm as o wiokbls source of
neome,” she shealesd.

The fraining invahed 38 poropants from
wanous groups, indudeng Wosin Youth
Bowt Ciparatons, Kiste Cormmunity Boot
Oiperators, Kibuyuni BAMLE Mkssarc Bl
Jhimoni B, and Wasini Beal

Therefore, we have collectively agreed that ever
boat must have a code of conduct in place ot aﬁ
times, and all rules must be strictly followed.

- Yatin Patel, diving instructor

Amnong the frofnees was Mohormmed
Kozsim, o member of the Wosini Baoch
taanagement Ural and the groop’s
secralary, Wil 15 veas of prechcal
expenenoe in four guiding in Shimon,
where ha tokes taurists to Wasini lsland
and Kisite Mpwagut Masene Moatesnal Fark,
Kinssim pepressed how the: Ircaning bas
equipped him with new knowledge on
handling taurisls profossiondalhy

“We wall o approoch our work os

toar quidcs with o professional pimdtsct,
priceiizing the conseraation of the monne
eoosyslem ricduding lhe coeals, | have
ledrned thal by adively canzerang fhe
Ereirnnment, we oan otirne more 2ounsts,
o5 thay like visiting wall-greserved places,”
he shured.

Ha cormmutted fo adialy dissemingia

the knowledge 1o the group members,
edicating thern on the proper code of
rundud wheen inlerudarg ealh lounsls and
Ullll'll'h.:_! team on the npproprinte achwties
within the park.

Phote Credit: Joshua Wambugu

Traditional dhaw wsed for morine excursion ta Kisite-Mpunguti Marine Proteched Area_

Abdulonz Hameadi, the secrciany of the
Wasini Youth Boat Ciperatars, apeniy
noknowledges Faal despibe his seeen-year
lznigre, hie was nol awers of oo sipecls
of boahng ond wos eaeruhng some
prisdlices incorracty,

| wnsn't nwars nf these niles, hul nme |
understand thas when | obseraa founsts
brenking requictions, such o= sieoping
o conal reefs, which is prohibited, | will
Tirsl capproock: Fem walh o sofl worreng.
It theyy porsist, | wall cscalate o barder
apgroaches, including reporting the
inockerth lo uufhanles Be e Kempa
wildlife Saraces for necessary odion, ™ he
exploins.

Yaftin Fatel, o drng nstruchor from Rl
Fipn here Sobans in Shimom, smid thof
duiz 2 hack of training four guides are ot
nsk of uminicntionnlly cnusing horm 5o the
rmarine eccaysiem as thay execute their
dulbieg

“Despite the existence of o code of
cundudd, soime guides are naol adhenng
tes tharn. For inslonce, they fake lou
loo dose ko dolphuns or allow them to
senrn weiih the colphing. which is s*ricﬁ:,-'
profabiled. Therafore, we hove collachively
nrrerd ihal Feery boni muos bowe 0

coda of conduc in ploce ot oll imes,

nnd all rules minst b sncly follosed

he explainad, adding thot if i their duby
us gl (o ermure kounsls lollow fhe
rules ond refrain from domaging rmanne
eooEyahenE.

Caorpors! Juma Mando, from Kenya
‘Wildlite Seracss = Shimani, smd

the training 15 0 plaiformn b moreose
awearenast of safe, *su*-l’.—‘.,.' ond maniinms
reguinhans ho the bont opembors ot Fwe
diffarart levals,

Sofeguording biodiversity

Judy Gena, Lead Canselbant ol Susteinable Travel and Taerism Agenda. Righl, Mabemmed K

| % - -

Pherha Cradil: Coplain Myse

N -

assim [in white T-shirf], @ member of the Wasini

Beoch Monogement Unit listening keenly fo the proceedings of the workshop aimed ot empowering tour guides ond baat operatars with

responsible fourism prodices.

“Through this trameng, | believe the bom
oxserators ond BAls hove recogrzed the
impodnnee of Foneshy. 1Thes wall contnbute
lea Phee growwdh al loursen, us goesls wall
recers aoourods infarmahan and, in

turn, share fheair pCSil-'-'E ENETTENCes wWith
wilers, mapa iy moes vsils ko The manne
protecind ercos,” he soid,

Juchy Gona, the Led Consuttont of
Sustainobée Travel and Towrism Agenca,
emphamirad the evobang needs of
rasponsible frovalers, hanca tour guides o
alagn wilh he global fecws on sustmnabilitg.
I Fe cantend ot roastal and monne
baunsart, shie Baghhyhled he challenge

of hnding responsible guides ond seno
QORAETTELNES.

TTrreclors rvr\d;':,- S0k gu oles whic
undarglond the staries, walues, and ouliures
oif the places they serve, os well as those
wha demonsiiabe resporziily 1o the
emaronment,” she smird.

Cona further emgicrszed Thal responsble
boarism nlignes wabh the 17 Sustoinnhle
Dievelopmenl Goals (B0, porbawtarly

“It is important that we all respect and protect life
underwater. This is a critical component of our
ecosystem and vital to our existence as human being.
- Judy Gona, Lead Consultant at Sustainable Travel
and Tourism Agenda

addressing 500G number 13, which focousss
oy proteding life underwoser,

She wrged guides sreobesd moseo odeihes
such as recreational SCURA diving, dhoe
gafans, croses, shigs, and snorkeling 1o
respect cred protect rearine Fiie,

Ghe stressed the sigerhoonoe ot pressrang
thiz underwaier ecospstarn, emphoasinng
thal ils destrucion ral only impacls the
tnod chon but jeopardires ihe enlire
Enologuesl ecusysien, theraby posing o nsk
o bwman lives,

& inparkan thol we all respec and
pratect life undersater. This s o crihoal
companent of our accsystsn and vile
o oUr existence as human beings,” she
oot luded.

leshun Weambugu, the Froject Leod for the
REEF Stewardship Project said percdical
assessrred an e kocshsdge gop ond
skills among the boof oporators ond
rraringe fouriem guides is oriozl, He soed
by unclerstondding heir knoewlados neads, i
becames easy ond coneriant 1o toukor
make axpenendinl learming ond knoededge
troinéng programimes, pariclordy on

nees inacrealion on manne resloraiion,
resporsible foursm, wisibor's scpenences
and seslehy

“Carall, it is great fo ges positive
recepiveness, enfhusosm, ond urge by
th parhoparts ka2 engogs ther more, and
have periodical interactee Ircining foowms
thit enrichas their copocity with knowledge
ond awsrenes ' he aod o condusion.
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Photo 8a: Continued article ........published in MESHA Magazine written by Ruth Keah, Multi-award journalist - Winner Radio Journalist of the Year - 2021.



https://meshascience.org/sayansi-magazine/

Advancing ocean ‘coral reef’ literacy

To sustain the ocean ‘coral reef' literacy and awareness among the young learners and
local communities, a Swahili version of Coral Heroes - Mashujaa wa Matumbawe: Hekaya
za Miamba ya Kisite was translated and produced. The comic booklet is designed in a
simplified way using artistic and cartoon-like illustrations narrating a comic stories about
coral reef ecosystem, their value and importance, underlying threats, coral restoration as
a conservation intervention and research aspects related to reef ecosystem and
restoration.

This effort was achieved through a collaborative partnership between REEFolution and
Secore International. In agreement with Secore, we produced a tailormade version,
adapting local names for characters as well as that of nearby marine protected area -
Kisite. The comic will be distributed for free to the local primary and secondary schools
within Simoni and beyond along Kenya's coast including to the neighbouring countries.

Photo 9: (Left) A photo of the Swahili version of ‘Coral Heroes’ -
Mashujaa wa Matumbawe - Hekaya za Miamba ya Kisite’

Graphic credit: Secore International - coral heroes promo material



Cont'd...

v SAAAR YA BASARI LH.THWEHEHI JIHEE LA

MATIMBAGE MATA NI NYUMBANI Nidh MAELFU YA AINA Iﬂ
U TNGAGA SEHEMU KUBWA YA SAKAFU YA BANARI )

ANA CHACHE T4 VAMBE, MIAMBA YA MATUMBAWE IME
MUBMEA 1500 INAYOUNDA AINA [ MATUMBAWE FENGINS
MUELL WPATIAMA KATINA MAT) ‘rhﬂﬂﬂ!ﬁﬂlﬂ!_
AL 7A LA WTROPIU MATA KATINA BAMARI BARIDL YEN! ;r.
ARERU (TRPRTA MIAMBA YA MATUMBAWE: WING! WA WANTS

Photo 9a: Preview of Swahili version comic booklet.




Photo Credit: Joshua Wambugu




