Project Update: January 2023

I have conducted the following major activities until now.

1. Organisation of materials management

The required materials for the field work were arranged such as two GPS, two binoculars,
and 60 camera fraps and their associated batteries (820 pcs) and memory cards (60
pcs). The questionnaire data sheets were also prepared. Besides, outreach promotional
materials such as posters (100 pcs) and pamphlets (500 pcs) were produced in addition
to awards, certificates and tokens of love.

Preparation to go fieldwork. It takes 7 das from the m
station Mugumba-Kalung of Chum valley.

2. Project permission
Department of National Parks and Wildlife Conservation (DNPWC) provided the project
permission on 24 November 2022. We submitted the corresponding letter to headquarters
of the Manaslu Conservation Area Project (MCAP), Gorkha and the Conservation Office
Unit in Philim, Gorkha which manage under the jurisdiction of the National Trust for Nature
Conservation (NTNC).

3. Interaction programme with Chum-Nubri Rural Municipality (CNRM)

On 9t December, we organised a half-day snow leopard conservation interaction
program with the staff of CNRM's Office in Philim, Gorkha. At the programme, all 12
people gathered and discussed the importance of snow leopards, their existence in the
Manaslu Conservation Area (MCA) and programmes to be included for their
conservation in MCA which lies in CNRM.

Table 1: Participants of the interaction program at the CNRM office, Philim, Gorkha

SN | Name Designation

1 Nasib Pokhrel Livestock Department, CNRM

2 Kamal Shrestha Health Post, Philim

3 Laxman Gurung Employment Coordinator, CNRM, PM Employment
Program




Dr. Bikram Shrestha

Wildlife Biologist

Nima Lama

President, CNRM

Health Coordinator, CNRM

Bishal Ghale

Personal Assistant, President of CNRM

4

5

6 Prem Gurung
7

8 Bishal B.C
9

Livestock Department, CNRM

Bishal Gurung

Joint Secretary, Ward No. 3, CNRM

10 Sunil Sunar

Health Department, CNRM

11 Supana Gurung

Office Helper, CNRM

12 Sachet Timilsina

Pl of this project

On 1t January 2023, an awareness talk program on “Himalayan Deity Snow Leopard
Nepal” was organised at the CNRM office, Philim, Gorkha. A total of 19 participants were
involved in the programme. It consists of executive and wards members of the rural
municipality, conservation officer of Manaslu Conservation Area and wildlife expert Dr.

1 T s
- = ¥y
] e k%
il .
! |
- 1 !
] ar v =
T
-
5 N R
| N
P T4 . I

on o hum-

3
{

Bikram Shrestha enlightened the participants with the following topic:

i) Spiritual value and local belief toward snow leopards.
ii) Why do we care about snow leopard?
iii) How can local people help save snow leopards?

ubri Rural Municipality office, Gorkha



Also, he answered many queries raised by participants regarding basic biology and the
conservation of snow leopards. Finally, the programme was concluded by Mr. Nima
Lama, Chairperson of the rural municipality. He said that it is a matter of pride for the
snow leopard to be found in this place as it is the responsibility of all of us to protect the
snow leopard.

Table 2: Participants of an awareness talk program at the CNRM office, Philim, Gorkha
SN | Name Designation

1 Nima Lama President, CNRM

2 Laxmi Gurung Vice-President, CNRM

3 Bhimsen Shrestha Chief Administrative Officer, CNRM

4 Bed Prakash Dhakall Planning Department, CNRM

5 Puskar Prakash Tamata | Enterprise Development Facilitator, CNRM

6

7

8

Tshering Bhuti Lama Female ward member, Ward No. 7
Saroj Lama Ward President, Ward No. 6
Ram Kumar Gurung Ward President, Ward No. 3
9 Tashi Dorje Lama Ward President, Ward No. 7
10 | Dholma Lama Female ward member, Ward No. 6
11 Ganesh B. K Ward member, Ward No. 3

12 | Karma Tsewang Lama | Ward President, Ward No. 1

13 | Mingyur Dorje Lama Ward President, Ward No. 2

14 | Kalen Tsewang Ward President, Ward No. 5

15 | Sonam Sangmo Female ward member, Ward No. 5
16 | Kunchok Dolma Lama | Female Ward Member, Ward No. 4
17 | Pema Gyalpo Lama Ward President, Ward No. 4

18 | Ajit Tumbahamphe Conservation Officer, MCAP Philim
19 | Dr. Bikram Shrestha Wildlife Biologist

20 | Sachet Timilsina Pl of this Project




Left: Participants in the awareness talk program. Right: Interaction with police staff at
Philim, Gorkha.

4. Interaction programme with police officers
A half-day program was conducted to interact with the police officials of Philim Gorkha
on 10" December 2023. We discussed snow leopard conservation problems such as
poaching and illegal trade of wildlife stockpiles along the Tibet border and the ways to
conftrol the possible poaching and illegal frade.

Table 3: Participants of interaction program, Police Station, Philim, Gorkha

SN Name Designation

1 Tara Kumar Shrestha Police Head Constable

2 Dr. Bikram Shrestha Wildlife Biologist

3 Ajeet Tumbahamphe | Conservation officer, MCAP Philim
4 Som Bd. Nepali Police Constable

5 Khim Bd. Thapa Police Constable

) Sachet Timilsina Pl of this project

5. Education awareness programme

On the occasion of International Mountain Day celebrated every year on December 11,
a 1-day snow leopard conservation awareness and education seminar was held at
Buddha Secondary School in Manaslu Conservation Area. The event was held under the
joint initiative of the Green Governance Nepal and Conservation Development
Foundation Nepal.

Dr. Bikram Shrestha and | gave awareness about the information related to snow leopards
and their conservation measures. In addition, information was also given on how snow
leopards can be counted by looking at the pictures using camera traps. Chum-Nubri
rural municipality chairman Mr. Nima Lama gave a conclusive remark on the
programme. He said that it is an iconic species of Nepal and the conservation of snow
leopard respects and values the mythological consciousness, the faith of the ancestors
and the Himalayan society.

In the programme, ward no. 3 President Ram Kumar Gurung, school principal Prakash
Ghimire and assistant principal Rajan Sapkota said that the programme has evoked
interest in snow leopard conservation among students and teachers.

On this occasion, an essay, poem and drawing competition was also organised on the
role of local people in snow leopard conservation. Aryan Bhatt won first place, Rajkumari
Gurung placed second and Suresh Gurung and Ramesh Gurung placed third in the essay
competition. Similarly, Sunil Lama won first, Aryan Bhatt second and Rupa Gurung third in
the poetry competition. Similarly, Ngwang Thile Lama won first, Ganesh Gurung second
and Tsering Lama third in the drawing competition. The winning students received
monetary awards and certificates to encourage them in conservation. In the end, a
token of love was given to Mr. Nima Lama, Mr. Ram Kumar Gurung and Mr. Prakash
Ghimere.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Constable
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Constable
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Constable

Table 4: Participants of the awareness program at Shree Buddha Secondary School,
Philim, Gorkha

SN Name Gender | Designation

1 Nima Lama M President, CNRM
2 Ram Kumar Gurung | M President, Ward No. 3, CNRM
3 Prakash Ghimere M Principal

4 Narayan Bhatta M Teacher

5 Sudarshan Kumal M Teacher

6 Devendra Gurung M Teacher

7 Rajan Sapkota M Teacher

8 Parbata Devkota F Teacher

9 Dhan Maya Ghale F Teacher

10 Shital Maya Gurung | F Teacher

11 Sabina Gurung F Teacher

12 Pawan Kumar Lama | M Teacher

13 Lekhnath Dawadi M Teacher

14 Dr. Bikram Shrestha M Wildlife Biologist
15 Sachet Timilsina M Pl of this project
16 All students from grades 7 to 10

Table 5: Participants of students in an essay, poem and drawing competition
SN | Name | Gender | Class
Essay competition

1 Sangam Gurung M 10
2 Sunil Lama M 9
3 Suresh Gurung M 10
4 Sivaram Gurung M 10
5 Ramesh Gurung M 10
) Rajkumar Gurung M 10
7 Ganesh Gurung M 10
8 Aas Maya Gurung F 10
9 Anna Lal Gurung M 8
10 Rupa Gurung F 10
11 Aryan Bhatta M 9
12 Raj Kumari Gurung F 10
Poem Competition

SN Student Name Gender Class
1 Sunil Lama M 9
2 Karma Tseten Lama M 10
3 Rajendra Ghale M 10
4 Pujan Gurung M 9
5 Rupa Gurung F 10
6 Aryan Bhatta M 9
Drawing competition

1 | Tsewang Norbu Lama | M |8




2 Nwang Thile Lama M 9
3 Aryan Bhatta M 9
4 Ganesh Gurung M 10
5 Tsering Lama M 8




Students were engaged on snow leopard art competition.
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Some photos from education awareness workshop.

6.

Interaction programme with the local people

A mass meeting programme was organised on 16 December 2022 in the Lar of Chum
Valley. Total 18 local mountain people from Chum Valley were involved in the
programme. We discussed the snow leopard habitat range around chum valley, human
snow leopard conflict and ways to mitigate the conflict. Including this, we discussed the
conservation benefits of snow leopards for villagers.

Table 6: Participants in the mass meetin

program with the villagers at Lar of CNRM

SN Name Gender | Designation

1 Tsering Nangyal Lama M

2 Tsering Dhyarma Lama M

3 Lakpa Lama M

4 Tseten Chobel Lama M Ward Member, Ward No. 7

5 Tsering Funjo Lama M

6 Thinle Lama M

7 Mingyur Dorje Lama M

8 Pema Lama M

9 Tashi Dorje Lama M President, Ward No 7

10 Tashi Funjo Lama M

11 Tsering Bhuti Lama F Female Ward Member, Ward No. 7

12 Mingmar Lama M

13 Tseten Dorje Lama M

14 Tsering Sikpa Lama M

15 Tsering Funjo Lama M

16 Bed Prakash Dhakal M Planning Department, CNRM

17 Puskar Prakash Tamata M Enterprise Development Facilitator,
CNRM

18 Tensing Chotak Lama M

19 Sachet Timilsina M Pl of this project




Local people of Chum valley in the meeting

7. Posters and Pamphlets distribution

100 posters and 200 pamphlets were distributed to school students and teachers,
members of the rural municipality, police staff and local people in the Manaslu
Conservation Area of Chum-Nubri Rural Municipality, Gorkha.
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HIMALAYAN DEITY SNOW LEOPARD, NEPAL
fé3 Faqar fae gaar

Posters and pamphlets distribution at Manaslu (fonservoﬁon‘ Area

8. Research on snow leopards and their main prey

We have placed 60 camera traps in Chum Valley. Dr. Bikram Shrestha trained me (the PI
of this project) and seven local people to place the camera traps in the field. We have
also counted the snow leopard's main prey Himalayan tahr and blue sheep. We will
monitor each camera trap for 60 days. During the transect survey and camera trap
monitoring, we also collected the scat samples of snow leopards.
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9. National and local news

The following national, local and online media published news featuring the project’s
events:



i. Snow leopard monitoring news by Annapurna Post national daily newspaper and

online media on 12 December 2022.

https://epaper.amn.media/annapurnapost-detail/2315#gallery-10
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i. Snow leopard counting news by Daraundi online media on Monday, 12 December
2022.

https://www.daraundi.com/main-
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ii. News"Researchersin Chum of Manaslu Conservation Area to study snow leopard” by
Kathmandu Post daily newspaper and online media on 14 December 2022.
https://kathmandupost.com/national/2022/12/14/researchers-in-chum-of-manaslu-
conservation-area-to-study-snow-leopardefoclid=IwAROA7LQIEpx-A-PIJRYVZzVdPmIAI2J-
sJAMKaw JD1bOdri2wH3wGtE8cYk

NATIONAL

Researchers in Chum of Manaslu Conservation Area to study snow leopard

Their preliminary report says there are three-four snow leopards in the Nubri area.
Hariram Uprety

Published at: December 14, 2022 Updated at : December 14, 2022 11:36 Gorkha

A team of conservationists is preparing to start a Snow Leopard population count in the
Chum area of Manaslu Conservation Area. The elusive mammails are on the endangered
species list  of the International Union for Conservation of  Nature.

A team of conservationists, including Bikram Shrestha, who is affiliated with the Global
Change Research Institute of the Czech Academy of Sciences, and Sachit Timalsina,
who has been studying forestry science at Tribhuvan University, reached the Chum area
a few  days ago to  study  snow leopards and Pallas’ catfs.

“Our team, in coordination and cooperation with the local people, will search for snow
leopards and Pallas’ cats in Ward No 6 and 7 of Chumnumbri Rural Municipality for
around 80 days,” Shrestha said. “We will also study the predator’s habitat and prey—
mainly the Himalayan blue sheep and Himalayan thar.”

Shrestha and his team had studied snow leopards in the Nubri area of Manaslu
Conservation Area Project for three months starting in November 2021. The preliminary
report prepared by the study team says that there are three to four snow leopards in the
Nubri area.

The conservationists have installed 60 camera fraps from Chumling to Nile. “We will
search and count the snow leopards and Pallas’ cats with the help of camera traps that
cover around 300 square kilometres of area. We will also collect the faeces of the animals
and study their footprints,” said Shrestha.

Winter season, according to conservationists, is a suitable fime to count snow leopards.
The male and female meet, walk together and copulate mainly in January and February.
“The snow leopards descend to lower altitude due to snowfall. The footprints easily vanish
in summer, but the prints remain intact in the snow for a long time during winter. So, it is
the right time to search and count snow leopards,” said Shrestha.

Snow leopards (Panthera uncia) are found in mountain regions from 2,500 metres to 5,800
metres above sea level. They are mostly found in Annapurna Conservation Areq,
Kanchanjunga Conservation Area, Langtang National Park, Makalu Barun National Park,
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Manaslu Conservation Area, Sagarmatha National Park and Shey Phoksundo National
Park and their vicinity. It is estimated that the current global snow leopard population
ranges from 3,921 to 6,290 with Nepal having an estimated 350-500.

It is believed that the Chum-Nubri corridor is a habitat of snow leopards. However, the
number of the rare animal in the area is yet to be ascertained.

The conservation team is hopeful to find new facts about the predator that will be helpful
for its conservation. According to Timalsina, the team will also study the availability of
prey animals and enough area for their habitat.

The conservationists are also hopeful to find some facts about Pallas cat. The animal was
found in Manang, a neighbouring district of Gorkha, in 2012. The local people told the
conservationists who reached the area last year that they had witnessed the cat in the
Chum area some four decades ago. The study team are hopeful of finding Pallas cats in
the Mu gumba area of Chum valley. “We are searching for the Pallas cat along with the
snow leopard,” said Shrestha.

iv. News on snow leopard education and awareness workshop by Annapurna Post daily
national newspaper and online media on 12 December 2022.
https://www.annapurnapost.com/news/snow-leopard-conservation-awareness-and-
education-seminar-in-manaslu-220075
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