Hog Deer

Hog Deer (Axis porcinus), also known as Laguna
or Paade is a medium-sized deer found in
lowlands ranging from 75m to 300m above sea
level. Hog deer can be identified in the field by
their pelage color and morphelogical features
which includes a yellowish-brown to brown
and/or reddish-brown to dark-brown clay-
colored coat, and stocky body. Mostly active
during the day, Hog deer are located throughout
Nepal, northeastern India, and Pakistan including
the Himalayan foothill zone.). During the mid
and later decades of the 20th century, the global
population of Hog Deer underwent rapid range-
wide reductions in Southeast Asia. In Nepal, they
are restricted largely, if not entirely, to protected
areas, It is also listed as endangered in the [UCN
Red List of threatened species in 2021.
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Status in Nepal
Status of hog deer in different National Parks of Nepal
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Conservation importance

The hog deer (Axis porcinus) holds
significant conservation importance in
Nepal due to its role as a keystone
species in the country's ecosystems.
Preserving hog deer populations in
Nepal is essential for the health of local
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Threats

Habitat loss due to agricultural expansion
and urban development is a significant
concern. Threats include grassland burning,
flooding and invasion of grassland by
woodland  species. Additionally, illegal
hunting and poaching for their meat and
body parts, along with habitat fragmentation,
disrupt their populations. Competition with
livestock for grazing resources further
compounds the challenges. Conservation
efforts must address these threats to ensure
the continued existence of hog deer in Nepal.
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Conservation measures

Habitat restoration, antipoaching activities,
community based conservation, Human-
wildlife conflict mitigation, control burning
in alternated patches, monitoring and
research are the conservation measures that
can help to protect hog deer populations and
their habitats in Nepal.
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Identification

Adult hog deer are medium-sized, with a
height of around 70-80 cm at the shoulder.
Their coat is typically reddish-brown during
summer and turns darker brown in winter,
with a paler underside. Hog deer have white
spots on their body, which are more
prominent in younger individuals. Males
possess short, three-pointed antlers that are
typically shed during winter. They have a
white throat patch, and their face often has
distinct dark markings. Their tail is short,
with a white underside and a dark top.
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Habitat and ecology

Hog deer in Nepal inhabit grasslands and
wetlands near water bodies such as rivers and
marshes. They are herbivores, feeding on a
variety of vegetation, and display both
solitary and social behavior. Breeding occurs
in late autumn to early winter, with males
competing for females. Hog deer serve as
important prey for predators like tigers and
leopards, contributing to the ecosystem's
balance.

AT Wi WS X A I aeed we1 o P At
Rrarw =vo1 @ e g, RS oewer
T W, ¥ & YET ¥ "IETfoie aaER neele )
U IR EE o= A sl g g, e
uiefiem @it ufeeayf w7 am @ Rgar s Rerdsr
A A Agvayyl AeRE Fom d@ar e, swe
i@y vondiet =ge=ar ahe gENs)

Our commitment to conservation

ensures hog deer's safety
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" Let's Conserve and Care
our very own Hog Deer"
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