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Appendix 1.  

Daily-Newspaper Clippings 

(Period June-July 2008) 
 

 

 

 
 

Headline: Police Seized M3 Timber Square Log from Kerinci Seblat National Park 

Source: Rakyat Bengkulu  

 

Resume of the article: Police seized 20 m3 of logs from Kerinci Seblat NP, which located in Bunga 

Tanjung village, Pondok Suguh sub district. Police has also arrested 4 suspects as well as one unit 

chainsaw as a part of evidence good.  Police officer Aldy Sulaiman said, if the illegal logging had been 

neglected it will make the whole of forest ecosystem in Kerinci Seblat NP destroyed.  “If we take a look 

location such as in Pondok Suguh sub district, forest has already changed into plantation and temporary 

village, action are needed before all of NP’s area are being vanished”.  Continuing his statement, police 

will do the same operation in other locations, which located surrounding the NP. 
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Headline: Six of Forest Robbers waiting for Court 

Source: Rakyat Bengkulu  

 

Resume of the article: The six forest robbers who had been arrested by the police are waiting for their 

court, said R. Sunanto, Head of Criminal Unit, Police Department.  All of suspect acknowledge their 

guilty to the police. They admit their activities had been backed up by Mr MR (initial) who gave them 

facility to open the PLG forest land then starting convert it into oil palm plantation. In that case, 

Bengkulu Head of Forest Department acted as the expert-witness to prove that all of suspects had done 

the illegal activities in PLG area.  Approximately 200 ha of PLG forest have been destructed which will 

seriously disturb the habitats of elephants. All of suspects had been approved against the law, according 

to national forestry law number 41/1999 article no 50, which not allowing people to enter and destroy 

the state forest land.  
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Headline: Thousands of Hectare Forest Destroyed, 4 

Forestry Officers had been Interogated 

Source: Rakyat Bengkulu  

(article continues in the next page) 

 

 

Resume of the article: The aerial photos evidence shows that 

at least 1,000 ha of forestlands in Muko-Muko district, North 

Bengkulu has already changed into oil palm plantation.  It is 

said by Bengkulu Head of Police Sukirno who accompany 

Bengkulu Governor Agusrin M. Najamudin and Bengkulu 

Head of Court Patuan Siahaan did flyover in that area.  

 

He confirmed that he would investigate the oil palm 

companies, which located surrounding the forest protection 

area, through conduct it the ground check evidence for 

ensuring if there was land occupation that made by the 

companies as well as to check if there was demand from the 

companies to the villagers for opening the forest.  

 

According to the flyover result, Governor Agusrin admitted 

that PLG area have been already occupied for plantation.  

PLG is the largest habitat of elephants in Bengkulu, which 

according to the census that conducted by Forest 

Conservation Unit, only 100-120 elephants left in that area.  

 

In his statement, Governor said he acknowledged the ivory 

hunter killed one of well-trained elephant, which name is 

Pratama. 
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Headline: Arresting the Criminals, Head of Police Awarded 

Source: Rakyat Bengkulu  

 

 

Resume of the article: Head of Police of Bengkulu General Sukirno has been awarded by Flora Fauna 

International an US based NGO that have concerned on animal welfare. He deserved award after he took 

action immediately to tackle the illegal logging and forestland occupation in PLG Seblat.  Respond to 

this, Sukirno said he has very proud and will keep continue the operation.   
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According to the previous information, Sukirno and Bengkulu Governor Agusrin Najamudin conducted 

flyover with a helicopter to find the destruction evidence of PLG Seblat.  The police anti illegal logging 

operation which codename ‘operation Rafflessia’, it was reported that has already found at least 20 m3 

of square log timber without clear document in Sungai Ipuh village. Head of Police District Thein 

Tabero said the illegal logging has already destroyed thousand of hectare the area of Kerinci Seblat NP. 

Modus of criminal, mostly taken by local people who paid by the mastermind which give them the 

capital money for destructing the forestland.  He added his information that up until now at least 13 of 

suspects has already seized. 

 

 


