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Cover photograph, the aquatic fern Marsilea nashii, Palmetto Point Road, Barbuda. 

In the Lesser Antilles, the species is found only in Barbuda and is endemic to the West 
Indies. 

Photo courtesy Kevel C. Lindsay, July 2011. 
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BACKGROUND 
 
This project update report is part of The Conservation of The Ferns of Antigua and 
Barbuda and their Forest Habitats project funded by the Rufford Small Grants for 
Conservation, UK. The project seeks to: 
 

 To survey and determine the status of the ferns of the country and highlight 
species of critical concern; 

 To increase the awareness of the value of native ferns and conserve and protect 
their habitats; and 

 To produce a National Red List of ferns 
 
 
This report provides a detailed account of project activities since the last update report 
of July 20, 2011. It also provides an overview of upcoming activities and outputs.  
 
The major activities and outputs for this period were the preparation of the draft IUCN 
Red List of ferns for Antigua and Barbuda, and the establishment of a project website.  
 
The project also received a financial boost when October, it was awarded a 
US$15,000.00 from the Mohammed Bin Zayed Species Conservation Fund.  
 
A detailed report of the visit is provided below. 
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OVERVIEW OF ACTIVITIES 
 

IUCN Red List of Pteridophytes 
 
Kevel Lindsay prepared a draft IUCN Red List of pteridophytes (ferns and fern allies) for 
the islands of Antigua, Barbuda and Redonda. The Red List of Pteridophytes of Antigua, 
Barbuda and Redonda, dated October 30, 2011, is in draft and is being reviewed by a 
number of experts and key resource people throughout Antigua, Barbuda, the United 
States and the Caribbean region. 
 
The purpose of this Red List is:  
 

 To be the first comprehensive pteridophytes Red List of Antigua & Barbuda. The 
Red List includes; 

 To be a basis for input to new environmental protection legislation in Antigua & 
Barbuda.  

 To be one of the focal points for native plant and habitat protection in Antigua and 
Barbuda; and 

 To be one of the first pteridophytes Regional Red Lists based on IUCN guidelines in 
the Caribbean. 

 
The effort is one of, if not the first of its kind for the Caribbean region. The List provides 
conservation statuses for some 73 species of ferns and fern allies recorded for the 
islands. 
 
After two and a half months of review and evaluations, the final draft will be prepared 
and ready for wide public dissemination. 
 
 

Fern Project Website 
 
With the assistance of Chris Pratt, the Antigua and Barbuda Plant Conservation Project 
team leader, a project website has been developed and is accessible on the EAG’s 
homepage. The objectives of the site are: www.eagantigua.org 
 

1. To create greater awareness about the project, it partners and supporters; 
2. Build local and international support for its efforts; 
3. Increase the appreciation, education and awareness for and about ferns, and  
4. To keep the public and partners informed about ongoing efforts and activities. 

 
The project site may be accessed at: and includes an overview of the project, it 
describes the importance of ferns and why they should be conserved and protected, 
highlights funding partners and also includes a brief slideshow. 
 
The site is an ongoing effort and updates will be posted from time-to-time. 
 

http://www.eagantigua.org/
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A screenshot of the site is provided below: 
 

 
 

Mohammed Bin Zayed Species Conservation Fund Support 
 
The project’s PI and partner, the EAG, have continued to seek additional funding 
support for this project. To this end, the effort has been awarded partial funding to the 
tune of US$15,000.00 from the Mohammed Bin Zayed Species Conservation Fund, 
based in Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates. 
 
Funding will go towards supporting project efforts and activities, including field research, 
and in addition, produce a fern atlas. 
 
 

Articles in Local Press 
 
Two fern articles describing the project’s efforts and discussing ferns and plant 
conservation have been produced for local press in Antigua and Barbuda. The first was 
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published in the local newspaper, the Daily Observe, the most widely read and 
circulated in Antigua and Barbuda. The article was published on September 15, 2011.  
 
The second article, soon to be published in the EAG’s quarterly newsletter of 
September to December 2011. The newsletter is expected out in January of 2012. A 
copy of the Daily Observer article as published on the day is provided in Appendix I. 
MS Word copies of both articles are provided under separate cover.  
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FOLLOW-UP ACTIVITIES AND NEXT STEPS 
 
Follow-up activities over the next four months include: 
 

 Field Survey in Antigua and Barbuda, tentative for February 2012* 
 Preparing the final version of Red List of Pteridophytes – January 2012; 
 Updating project website (ongoing); 
 Prepare draft of conservation perspective -  January 30, 2012**; and 

 

*A field survey trip was tentatively planned for October of 2011, but this did not occur. 
This was due to several factors, including logistics, other conflicting travel commitments, 
and the incoming Mohammed Bin Zayed Species Conservation Fund award, which 
would increase opportunities for a more comprehensive field effort.  
 
The trip is now planned for some time in February of 2012. Preparations are now 
ongoing. 
 
**A draft of this document was expected to be ready by November 2011, but given the 
task of preparing the draft Red List, the dates of project draft document outputs had to 
be revised. 
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APPENDIX I 

Article Published in The Daily Observer, September 15, 2011 
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