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Cover photograph, the aquatic fern Marsilea nashii, Palmetto Point Road, Barbuda.

In the Lesser Antilles, the species is found only in Barbuda and is endemic to the West
Indies.

Photo courtesy Kevel C. Lindsay, July 2011.
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BACKGROUND

This project update report is part of The Conservation of The Ferns of Antigua and
Barbuda and their Forest Habitats project funded by the Rufford Small Grants for
Conservation, UK. The project seeks to:

» To survey and determine the status of the ferns of the country and highlight
species of critical concern;

» To increase the awareness of the value of native ferns and conserve and protect
their habitats; and

» To produce a National Red List of ferns

This report provides a detailed account of project activities since the last update report
of July 20, 2011. It also provides an overview of upcoming activities and outputs.

The major activities and outputs for this period were the preparation of the draft IUCN
Red List of ferns for Antigua and Barbuda, and the establishment of a project website.

The project also received a financial boost when October, it was awarded a
US$15,000.00 from the Mohammed Bin Zayed Species Conservation Fund.

A detailed report of the visit is provided below.



OVERVIEW OF ACTIVITIES
IUCN Red List of Pteridophytes

Kevel Lindsay prepared a draft IUCN Red List of pteridophytes (ferns and fern allies) for
the islands of Antigua, Barbuda and Redonda. The Red List of Pteridophytes of Antigua,
Barbuda and Redonda, dated October 30, 2011, is in draft and is being reviewed by a
number of experts and key resource people throughout Antigua, Barbuda, the United
States and the Caribbean region.

The purpose of this Red List is:

e To be the first comprehensive pteridophytes Red List of Antigua & Barbuda. The
Red List includes;

e To be a basis for input to new environmental protection legislation in Antigua &
Barbuda.

e To be one of the focal points for native plant and habitat protection in Antigua and
Barbuda; and

e To be one of the first pteridophytes Regional Red Lists based on IUCN guidelines in
the Caribbean.

The effort is one of, if not the first of its kind for the Caribbean region. The List provides
conservation statuses for some 73 species of ferns and fern allies recorded for the
islands.

After two and a half months of review and evaluations, the final draft will be prepared
and ready for wide public dissemination.

Fern Project Website
With the assistance of Chris Pratt, the Antigua and Barbuda Plant Conservation Project

team leader, a project website has been developed and is accessible on the EAG’s
homepage. The objectives of the site are: www.eagantigua.org

To create greater awareness about the project, it partners and supporters;
Build local and international support for its efforts;

Increase the appreciation, education and awareness for and about ferns, and
To keep the public and partners informed about ongoing efforts and activities.

N .

The project site may be accessed at: and includes an overview of the project, it
describes the importance of ferns and why they should be conserved and protected,
highlights funding partners and also includes a brief slideshow.

The site is an ongoing effort and updates will be posted from time-to-time.


http://www.eagantigua.org/

A screenshot of the site is provided below:
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Mohammed Bin Zayed Species Conservation Fund Support

The project’'s Pl and partner, the EAG, have continued to seek additional funding
support for this project. To this end, the effort has been awarded partial funding to the

tune of US$15,000.00 from the Mohammed Bin Zayed Species Conservation Fund,
based in Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates.

Funding will go towards supporting project efforts and activities, including field research,
and in addition, produce a fern atlas.

Articles in Local Press

Two fern articles describing the project's efforts and discussing ferns and plant
conservation have been produced for local press in Antigua and Barbuda. The first was



published in the local newspaper, the Daily Observe, the most widely read and
circulated in Antigua and Barbuda. The article was published on September 15, 2011.

The second article, soon to be published in the EAG’s quarterly newsletter of
September to December 2011. The newsletter is expected out in January of 2012. A
copy of the Daily Observer article as published on the day is provided in Appendix I.
MS Word copies of both articles are provided under separate cover.



FOLLOW-UP ACTIVITIES AND NEXT STEPS
Follow-up activities over the next four months include:

A Field Survey in Antigua and Barbuda, tentative for February 2012*

A Preparing the final version of Red List of Pteridophytes — January 2012;

A Updating project website (ongoing);

A Prepare draft of conservation perspective - January 30, 2012**; and

*A field survey trip was tentatively planned for October of 2011, but this did not occur.
This was due to several factors, including logistics, other conflicting travel commitments,
and the incoming Mohammed Bin Zayed Species Conservation Fund award, which
would increase opportunities for a more comprehensive field effort.

The trip is now planned for some time in February of 2012. Preparations are now
ongoing.

**A draft of this document was expected to be ready by November 2011, but given the
task of preparing the draft Red List, the dates of project draft document outputs had to
be revised.
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Rediscovering the ferns of Antlgua, Barbuda and Redonda

By Kevel C Lindsay

inoe in 2000, when 1
began work on the
Antigua & Barbada

Plant Corservation Project
(ABPCP) with Chris Pratt, [
have been on an ungent quest
to reconnect mysel with
Antigaa & Barbuda' s native

wondmul-gmﬂkm&
The plant team had
such a hard time finding

and describing the native
fems that | msolved to not
only solve the mysteries of
the types of feros that we
have here, but also to
increase local awarencss
about them.

For me, ferns are a fasd
nating group of plants to
study. But having moved to
New York In 1999, it meant
that [ was a world awny. |
needed funding for the
expensive travel and work
in Antigua, and so 1 strug-
gled through years of 'mﬂs

and sympathasers,

Tt wits with great excite-
ment that [ was mformed in
Janusacy of 2011, that 1 was
awarded a Rufford Small
Grant for Nature
Conservation to study the
ferns of Antigua & Barbuda.
The study secks to deter-
mine the status of the fems
of the country, to highlight
those of cﬂlx‘l CONGRTVar
ton concern and develop a
conservation outlook for the

love and joy of some of
interesting

Antigua’s most
native plants.,
o g The ferns of Antigua &
'Nm'f"' e heatd | Barbuda are coe of the least
hige adeiree SEUGSUIR T grudied and Jeast under
meﬂllqa piker) GE
'hmm.i »f,a;‘ ,_,\ an"ﬂ!mj ;::‘;nnq r:‘!mm
T EOREROs "1 eral new such as the
Supervisory shis aad an skity Nclu:d dder's Tongue
© 0 work aficxiie ich s reticulatins)
Iun:ccmﬂybcmaddndm
Please sorwand & detued resum | the country plant recard.
Oriy quod ok The current list stands

at over 60 species. Most of
the species are found in the
wetter volcanic south —
some restricted to the deep
moist  sheltered  valleys.

The Netted Adder's loquﬁ-w-m.--\nmun.[_]

Some are rarely seen,
including Thelypferis pasens,
 species common on other
Lesser Antillean islands, but
*\mc rare in Anlbigua, or
helypteris kispidule, a
species that I nicknamed the
£pper fern” because of
stinging sersation that
results when the leaves are
pressed o to the longue.
When [ first discovered
the Adder’s Tongue fern in
Antigua in 2010, 1
fell to my kinees in utter
shock — my hands shaking,

sach great rewards,
ferns ave recoy-
mised for their borticubtural
value, imparting great oy
and wonder %0 gardeners
and others, thedr rode in the
natural enviconment is less
obvious or understood
They, like other 5 are
fmportant In  their own
right. and are & s Iﬂml
part of the country’s
versity heritage.
In the Anngul forest
for example,
ferrs often make up the
bulk of the cover on
z‘m forest v, and Ihme-
are a u{::aﬁmu
the forest mass, mn-

ly to the

tropies and sub-tropics
of the world. It elicited such
profound cxcltement from
me becanse it was & person-
ol tritmph.

I was with my friend
andd colleague, Jean-Pierre
Bacdle, and we bBriofly
becamw di ted while

utrient and wader cycles of
the upper layers of the soil.

Ferns ate great indica-
tors of the types of habitats,
and becauss many are envi-
ronment i - can
provide importand clses as
|oduchm@sinﬂwent;':

searching for a trail in the

dense Fover Grass
(Cymebopogon citnitss) pmb
bordering  the

Sometimes, getting lo:i can

st ARG
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quality of the habitat, the
effects of dedorestation and
habitat fragmentation on
the lang-term  ecological
Continwed on page 12
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Gov'ta

Government has been
warned that mussive layoffs
opald result from its plan o
tramstorm the #tase-owned
Antigua  Fublic  Ulitics
Auwhority (APUA) into a
publily-traded company.

The  caution  came
Tuesday from Chalrman el
e Antigia Labour Party
Gaston  Browos,  who
pelieves  an  alterantive
appreach should Le takeno

“If we allooe it to hap-
per, then you're talking
sbout humdreds of -people
ALP To Draft from page 1

Nt week, whaen oar
technical support commit-
oo mcets, vt Il put sopethes
a draft code of wlocs for
cowslderative by the party’s
execntive, or for satification
fod that mateer.”

Seviral memases of the
ALY lendership have been
taken to court m eannection

with misfemsance n public
affsce, indudimg its political
lendor and former prinye
manister [ester Bind, Gaslon
Browne, and  Rodin
Yearwood. All have denied
the s,

Browne was accused of
purchssing land 4l pepper-
varn prices while serving &

EAG from page 1 "
progisses and stability of a4
arca, and even on the
impacts aof global climnte
thange oo the foreste
Disoavering the islangdy”
appoctusity to learn mare
ancut the native Dora and

ised

< the

the .

wha will eventually hie the
beeacling. They will De
rotronched,” ke predicted.
“Pechaps an alternative
will be the corposmtisation of
APUA s thal goweenment
will remain effectively the
owner and will combinue o
cortral APUA, By so domg,
ol can increise the eflickan-
s and the savinga, and the
savings ... am be passed on
w0 coesuzs o the form of
lowes prices, l\b do rot

against transferring ownership

of APUA

longevity of the enterprise,”

APUA" Browre added,
Last Thursday, the
prame einister 3aid govern-
ment s hoping’ that the
tranaformation far
APUA would the
company’s abdlity to raise
addilzonal  copital  and
Incease il nat £
“Dividends for the
sharsholdess — the oedinary
man and weman i ADKEER
& Yarbuda will tnudy “eam
while: they buzn’ energy in 4
%4 s

gy m
1o privatise

P LT
ing sustainability anel

a govemment minkleg ot

“has since been clenred by

the coart.

 The eight paints (hat
he has recommended for
the code slate in part:
No <andidate  should
intentlomaliy mislead the
people, including making
peosises that a cardidate
koows eannot be kepl; no
candidale, upon BETNGIING 4
member of the execulive,
should participate whea in
& conflict of Interess and
must rocuse himsell once
there s a conflict.

The eodle aliso stakes that
candidates should not con
duct business with the gov-
errment directly and an

fuwna, anel BT DR sarpeis
o5 such as charcing vpoe
previously uareporied
species such ay 4 possible
new orchid recoed, Rletis
watule, 4 beantiful speaes
with Jarge pinik flowess, dis-
cavered in the Shwderley
Mounlains in fuly 2011

issues, incloding the plight
'd'mimﬂ%t !ndhm)

precluded from being o
Girector of any company o
flrmy, including a law frm

[f the code is wtified by
the ALP - the coantry’s ald-
sat political pasty ~ it will
becoone the first to do so.

The ALP had refected »
code of canduct put forwand
by the Arntigua Christian
Conrcil in U Lead p to the
2004 election.

Hawerer, In 2009, it

to 2 similar docu-
mwnt put forward by the
Andi & Barbudna Council
of Chusch Leaders.

The ALPs dedsion to
iptroduce ity awa ethics
guidelnes procedod i imoe
rally scheduled for 7 pm

< By fovasing om fems,
thas propet 15 suppeting a
Tomg-term integrated 00n-
servabem approach and to
help wddress both acute acel
‘oroader conservatian

plant and bird ics,

(4

T
Howeves, formes minis-
‘e af Pubic Utilities Rebin
Yearwood, also of the ALE,
doea not belivve residents
will benpfit and he accused
the country’s leader of try-
ing to “fool wsidents.”
I you put n OV~
dve value va APUA of
batwien S400 b0 3500 mil-
lian, wheze would
Antigaans arsd Barbadans
gl the maney b buy shares
i ATUA he gueried-

today, that sceks to pressare
govemmeat into hoiding an

. indapendent commissien of

inquisy Ento the fencing of
sporting facilites acnes 123
coundry $
The chainman
vowed that legal actios’
would be taken if Prime
nfinister Baldwin Spencer
ails bo make an anoouno-
ment in & meath’s tme.
~As chaitman of the
ty, L am gwing .. P
el ... 20 clays o call
ingelry or to o soawlhing
shout the feociog scandsl,
Fiking which wit Il utidise 211
ard demoocratic meoe
avallable to us Lo fosce an
inguiry,” e s2idl.

and eritleal acosyaleme.
This project forna part
af rn angoing plant conser-
vatkn effort being led by
the FAG In Anligua, and
supposts the argamisation’s
Jang-term goal %o eposaeTve
and promct the countey's

rative bi Y

wasiarer

fare guing

.

YOUTH INSPIRATION GROUP VISIT
The Youth Inspivation Growp is
1o teke Anbigua and

and rurmieg and
oudi by storm. On g
the Surshine
Bigg Sister peo-

1f yont are deirious of mak- 2

Fou cun contact 2
al 7845809, Your

Atsonal? [ the answes is yos, Eien you can sign upto | éSuhrday,SL'p(emL!tl7w¢wmbeviﬁm

¢ a participant in e e and Ms [nspirsion peant ; E."°m"‘°"(.;m'9°m‘d'.ma’“m? ok

aehiith will Be held In Devapbsr. For moe Infannation o7 2 fiect, Wo "“u;’” e taking some toleirtes, schoal Eap-3
a ng.a(wm fomen cantact Asena Kobinsoa at 7281 "”’:“"d S e ""'}fm“

SR get | o e ; s i ing s cont

iy ¥ Sigents 1 798 0004, Shamsie PWACTS S {5 ena o 728-6821 or Shamalse Potics

H A 3 R ipution would be greatly apprecased.
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