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�ŽŶǀŝŶĐŝŶŐ�ůŽĐĂů�ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƟĞƐ͕�ƉĂƌƟĐƵůĂƌůǇ�
those relying on coastal resources as a source 
ŽĨ�ƐƵƐƚĞŶĂŶĐĞ͕�ƚŚĂƚ�ŝŶƐƚĞĂĚ�ŽĨ�ŚĂƌǀĞƐƟŶŐ�Žƌ�
ŚƵŶƟŶŐ�ƚŚĞǇ�ƐŚŽƵůĚ�ĐŽŶƐĞƌǀĞ�ƐĞĂ�ƚƵƌƚůĞƐ͕�ŝƐ�Ă�
ǀĞƌǇ�ĚŝĸĐƵůƚ�ƚĂƐŬ͘�

/Ŷ�DŽǌĂŵďŝƋƵĞ͕�ĮǀĞ�ƐƉĞĐŝĞƐ�ŽĨ�ƐĞĂ�ƚƵƌƚůĞƐ�
ƵƟůŝǌĞ�ŝƚƐ�ĐŽĂƐƚĂů�ǁĂƚĞƌƐ�ĂŶĚ�ďĞĂĐŚĞƐ�ĨŽƌ�
ĨŽƌĂŐŝŶŐ�ĂŶĚ�ŶĞƐƟŶŐ͘��KĨ�ƚŚĞ�Ϯ�ϳϬϬ�Ŭŵ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�
ĐŽƵŶƚƌǇ Ɛ͛�ĐŽĂƐƚůŝŶĞ͕�ƉĂƌƚƐ�ƚĞĞŵ�ǁŝƚŚ�ĮƐŚ�ůŝĨĞ�
and sea turtles are numerous. However in 
ŽƚŚĞƌ�ƉĂƌƚƐ͕�ƉĂƌƟĐƵůĂƌůǇ�/ŶŚĂŵďĂŶĞ�WƌŽǀŝŶĐĞ͕�
this is not the case. 

/�ŚĂǀĞ�ĨŽƵŶĚ�ŝƚ�Ă�ĚŝĸĐƵůƚ�ƚĂƐŬ�ƚŽ�ĐŽŶǀŝŶĐĞ�ůŽĐĂů�
DŽǌĂŵďŝĐĂŶ�ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƟĞƐ�ŽĨ�Ă�ĨĞǁ�ŬĞǇ�ĨĂĐƚƐ͖�
that sea turtles are an important part of the 
ŵĂƌŝŶĞ�ĞŶǀŝƌŽŶŵĞŶƚ͕�ƉƌŽǀŝĚŝŶŐ�ŵĂŶǇ�ĚŝīĞƌĞŶƚ�
ĞĐŽƐǇƐƚĞŵ�ƐĞƌǀŝĐĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚƵƐ�ĐŽŶƚƌŝďƵƟŶŐ�
towards a healthy, diverse and resilient 
ecosystem. Secondly, that if protected, these 
ĐŚĂƌŝƐŵĂƟĐ�ƐƉĞĐŝĞƐ�ĐŽƵůĚ�ŚĞůƉ�ƐƚƌĞŶŐƚŚĞŶ�
ƚŚĞ�ůŽĐĂů�ĞĐŽŶŽŵǇ�ďǇ�ƉƌŽǀŝĚŝŶŐ�ĂŶ�ĂůƚĞƌŶĂƟǀĞ�
source of livelihood to coastal families through 
the eco-tourism industry. 

However, establishing tangible links between 
increased livelihoods by conserving sea 
turtles is a challenging idea to deliver 
ƚŽ�DŽǌĂŵďŝƋƵĞ Ɛ͛�ĮƐŚŝŶŐ�ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ͘�
&ƵƌƚŚĞƌŵŽƌĞ͕�ƐĞĂ�ƚƵƌƚůĞ�ŵĞĂƚ�ŝƐ�ƐƟůů�Ă�ƌĞŐƵůĂƌ�
item on the menu in Mozambican households 
and, apart from those with the skills to 
ĨƌĞĞͲĚŝǀĞ�ĂŶĚ�ƐƉĞĂƌĮƐŚ͕�ƚŚĞ�ŵĂũŽƌŝƚǇ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�

ĐŽƵŶƚƌǇ Ɛ͛�ƉŽƉƵůĂƟŽŶ�ŚĂƐ�ŶĞǀĞƌ�ƐĞĞŶ�Ă�ƐĞĂ�
ƚƵƌƚůĞ�ĂůŝǀĞ͕�ǁŚŝĐŚ�ĨƵƌƚŚĞƌ�ŝŶŚŝďŝƚƐ�ĞīŽƌƚƐ͘��^Ž�
even though sea turtles are all protected under 
ŶĂƟŽŶĂů�ůĂǁ͕�ƉŽĂĐŚŝŶŐ�ŝƐ�ǁŝĚĞƐƉƌĞĂĚ�ĂŶĚ�
ĞĚƵĐĂƟŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�ŽƵƚƌĞĂĐŚ�ĐĂŵƉĂŝŐŶƐ�ĂƌĞ�ĐƌŝƟĐĂů�
to connect, inspire and inform Mozambicans 
so they will work towards preserving their sea 
turtles.  

This is why on May 23rd, 2013, I decided to 
ůĂƵŶĐŚ�ƚŚĞ�ĮƌƐƚ�tŽƌůĚ�dƵƌƚůĞ��ĂǇ�ĨĞƐƟǀŝƟĞƐ�
for Tofo Beach, Inhambane.  World Turtle Day 
presents the perfect opportunity to engage the 
local community and increase their knowledge 
of sea turtles and the threats turtles face. The 
day was packed full of turtle themed events to 
ƐƟŵƵůĂƚĞ�ĂŶĚ�ĞŶŐĂŐĞ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ�ŝŶ�ĂƐ�ŵĂŶǇ�
ways as possible. 

Here is my review of the day’s events:
dŚĞƌĞ�ǁĞƌĞ�ŽǀĞƌ�ϭϬϬ�ƉĂƌƟĐŝƉĂŶƚƐ͕�ƌĂŶŐŝŶŐ�
from 5 to 13 years old and from across three 
ĚŝīĞƌĞŶƚ�ƐĐŚŽŽůƐ͕�ĨƌŽŵ�ƚŚĞ�dŽĨŽͲ/ŶŚĂŵďĂŶĞ�
area. The day’s events were led by Marine 
DĞŐĂĨĂƵŶĂ�&ŽƵŶĚĂƟŽŶ�ĂůŽŶŐ�ǁŝƚŚ�ĐŽŵďŝŶĞĚ�
teams from Eyes on the Horizon and All Out 
Africa. 

The events were split into two sessions, the 
ĮƌƐƚ�ŽĨ�ǁŚŝĐŚ�ŝŶǀŽůǀĞĚ�ϲϯ�ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ�ĞĂŐĞƌůǇ�
ĂǁĂŝƟŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽũĞĐƚ�ůĞĂĚĞƌƐ�ǁŚŽ�ǁĞƌĞ�ĚƌĞƐƐĞĚ�
as turtles with cardboard shells and face paint, 
on the beach that morning. The children, who 
were dressed in green and had made paper 
turtle hats and masks, spontaneously started 
ĐŚĂŶƟŶŐ�͞dĂƌͲƚĂƌͲƵŐĂ͕�dĂƌͲƚĂƌͲƵŐĂ͟�;ƚƵƌƚůĞ͕�
turtle!) at the top of their lungs, over and over 
again.  

dŚĞ�ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ�ǁĞƌĞ�ĚŝǀŝĚĞĚ�ŝŶƚŽ�ĮǀĞ�ŐƌŽƵƉƐ�
and sea turtle shaped sand castles were 
ďƵŝůƚ͕�ĞĂĐŚ�ƌĞƉƌĞƐĞŶƟŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ĚŝīĞƌĞŶƚ�ƚǇƉĞƐ�ŽĨ�
turtles found here. Even through the language 
barriers, (as most of the smaller children speak 
͚�ŝƚŽŶŐĂ͛�Ă�ůŽĐĂů�ĚŝĂůĞĐƚ�ĂŶĚ�ĂƌĞ�ũƵƐƚ�ďĞŐŝŶŶŝŶŐ�
ƚŽ�ůĞĂƌŶ�WŽƌƚƵŐƵĞƐĞͿ�ŵĂŐŶŝĮĐĞŶƚ�ƚĞĂŵǁŽƌŬ�
ǁĂƐ�ĚŝƐƉůĂǇĞĚ�ĚƵƌŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�
turtle castles. 

�ŌĞƌ�ƚŚĞ�ƚƵƌƚůĞ�ĐĂƐƚůĞƐ�ǁĞƌĞ�ĐŽŵƉůĞƚĞĚ͕�
ĞǀĞƌǇŽŶĞ�ŐĂƚŚĞƌĞĚ�ƚŽŐĞƚŚĞƌ�ƚŽ�ƉĂƌƟĐŝƉĂƚĞ�
in sea turtle crawling races. This involved 
everyone lying on their stomachs at the 
ƐƚĂƌƟŶŐ�ůŝŶĞ�ĂŶĚ�ƵƐŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ĂƌŵƐ�ĂŶĚ�ůĞŐƐ�ŝŶ�
Ă�ŵŽƟŽŶ�ƚŽ�ƌĞƉƌĞƐĞŶƚ�ŚŽǁ�ŶĞƐƟŶŐ�ƐĞĂ�ƚƵƌƚůĞƐ�
ƵƐĞ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ŇŝƉƉĞƌƐ�ƚŽ�ŚĂƵů�ƚŚĞŵƐĞůǀĞƐ�ƵƉ�ƚŚĞ�
beach to lay their eggs.

dŚŝƐ�ĂĐƟǀŝƚǇ�ǁĂƐ�ŶŽƚ�ŽŶůǇ�ŚŝůĂƌŝŽƵƐ�ƚŽ�Ăůů�
ƉĂƌƟĐŝƉĂŶƚƐ�ĂŶĚ�ŽŶůŽŽŬĞƌƐ͕�ďƵƚ�ĂůƐŽ�ĚƌĞǁ�ƚŚĞ�
ĂƩĞŶƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ŶĞĂƌďǇ�ƚŽƵƌŝƐƚƐ͕�ůŽĐĂů�ĮƐŚĞƌƐ�ĂŶĚ�
sellers in the market.
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Following the fun held on Tofo’s main beach, 
the group eagerly gathered for a short talk 
ĂŶĚ�ƉƌĞƐĞŶƚĂƟŽŶ�ĂďŽƵƚ�ƐĞĂ�ƚƵƌƚůĞƐ͘�dŚĞ�ƚĂůŬ͕�
presented by myself, and translated into 
Portuguese by Messias Antonio (from All Out 
Africa), explained to the children that turtles 
ůŝǀĞ�ĨŽƌ�Ă�ůŽŶŐ�ƟŵĞ�ĂŶĚ�ĂƌĞ�ŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶƚ�ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞƌƐ�
of ecosystem services helping to maintain 
balanced and healthy oceans. 
 

Key messages delivered to the children also 
included ways they can help conserve sea 
turtles, for example by recycling and using 
ƌĞƵƐĂďůĞ�ďĂŐƐ�ƌĂƚŚĞƌ�ƚŚĂŶ�ƉůĂƐƟĐ͘�

A short documentary about the success of sea 
ƚƵƌƚůĞ�ĐŽŶƐĞƌǀĂƟŽŶ�ŝŶŝƟĂƟǀĞƐ�ŝŶ��ƌĂǌŝů�ǁĂƐ�ƚŚĞŶ�
screened. Unlike Brazil which, has successfully 
preserved the majority of its sea turtles, 
DŽǌĂŵďŝƋƵĞ�ŝƐ�ƐƟůů�ƐƚƌƵŐŐůŝŶŐ�ƚŽ�ĂĐŚŝĞǀĞ�ƚŚŝƐ�

goal. Many local children here have never seen 
Ă�ƐĞĂ�ƚƵƌƚůĞ�ŶĞƐƟŶŐ�ĂŶĚ�ǁŝůů�ŶŽƚ�ƐĞĞ�ŽŶĞ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�
water as most do not have the opportunity 
to learn to swim, let alone scuba dive. This is 
ǁŚǇ�ǀŝƐƵĂů�ƐƟŵƵůƵƐ�ŽĨ�ƐĞĂ�ƚƵƌƚůĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƉĞŽƉůĞ�
working with turtles to protect them is the key 
to helping these children engage and connect 
with the ideas presented, so that in the future 
they may become sea turtle guardians or 
stewards.  

�ŽŶƐĞƌǀĂƟŽŶ�
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�ŽŶƐĞƌǀĂƟŽŶ�
dŽ�ĮŶĂůŝǌĞ�ƚŚĞ�ŵŽƌŶŝŶŐ Ɛ͛�ĞǀĞŶƚƐ�ĞĂĐŚ�ĐŚŝůĚ�ǁĂƐ�ŐŝǀĞŶ�Ă�ƚƵƌƚůĞ�
ƐŚĂƉĞĚ�ĐŽŽŬŝĞ�ĂƐ�Ă�ƐŵĂůů�ŐŝŌ�ĨŽƌ�ƉĂƌƟĐŝƉĂƟŶŐ�ŝŶ�ŽƵƌ�ĮƌƐƚ�tŽƌůĚ�
dƵƌƚůĞ��ĂǇ�ĐĞůĞďƌĂƟŽŶƐ͘

/Ŷ�ƚŚĞ�ĂŌĞƌŶŽŽŶ͕�ƚŚĞ�ƚĞĂŵ�;ƐƟůů�ĚƌĞƐƐĞĚ�ĂƐ�ƚƵƌƚůĞƐͿ͕�ǁĂůŬĞĚ�ƚŽ��ƐĐŽůĂ�
Pembane, a local school approximately one hour away by foot on 
the northern end of the marshland, which backs onto Tofo’s main 
ƐĞƩůĞŵĞŶƚ͘���ƚ�WĞŵďĂŶĞ͕�ǁĞ�ǁŽƌŬĞĚ�ǁŝƚŚ�Ă�ĐůĂƐƐ�ŽĨ�ϰϮ�DŽǌĂŵďŝĐĂŶ�
children to deliver a turtle themed arts lesson.

tĞ�ǁĞƌĞ�ũŽŝŶĞĚ�ďǇ�Ă�ƚĞĂŵ�ŽĨ�ĞŶƚŚƵƐŝĂƐƟĐ�ŵĂƌŝŶĞ�ĂŶĚ�ƐŽĐŝĂů�ƉƌŽũĞĐƚ�
volunteers from All Out Africa, who had gone above and beyond in 
ƚŚĞŝƌ�ĞīŽƌƚƐ�ƚŽ�ĚƌĞƐƐ�ĂƐ�ƚƵƌƚůĞ�ƐŝŵŝůĂƌ�ƚŽ�ƚŚŽƐĞ�ŽĨ�Ă�ƉŽƉƵůĂƌ�ĐĂƌƚŽŽŶ�
involving ninjas!

�ĞĨŽƌĞ�ĐŽŵŵĞŶĐŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ƉĂŝŶƟŶŐ�ĂŶĚ�ĐŽůŽƵƌŝŶŐ͕�DĞƐƐŝĂƐ�ĂŶĚ�/�
spoke to the class once again, about the importance of turtles and 
howthey are protected under Mozambican law. When asked, “who 
has eaten turtle before?” two-thirds of the class raised their hands.



Contents 
Page 39 | www.africandiver.com

�ŽŶƐĞƌǀĂƟŽŶ�dŚĞ�ƚƵƌƚůĞ�ĐƌĂŌ�ĂĐƟǀŝƟĞƐ�ĐŽƵůĚ�ŶŽƚ�ŚĂǀĞ�ďĞĞŶ�ĂŝŵĞĚ�Ăƚ�Ă�ŵŽƌĞ�ĐƌŝƟĐĂů�
target audience.  The children coloured and decorated paper turtle 
cutouts and painted the humps on egg cartons to represent the shells 
of turtles. These were then strung up, to make hanging ornaments. The 
ĂĐƟǀŝƚǇ�ǁĂƐ�ǁĞůů�ƌĞĐĞŝǀĞĚ�ĂŶĚ�Ăůů�ƉĂƌƟĐŝƉĂŶƚƐ�ƐĞĞŵĞĚ�ǀĞƌǇ�ŐƌĂƚĞĨƵů�ƚŽ�
be learning both about the turtles and having the opportunity for an art 
lesson, with materials they do not normally have access to. 

&ƵƌƚŚĞƌ�ĂĮĞůĚ�ƚŚĂŶ�dŽĨŽ͕�ĚŽǌĞŶƐ�ŽĨ�ŽƚŚĞƌ�ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ�ĂĐƌŽƐƐ�^ŽƵƚŚĞƌŶ��ĨƌŝĐĂ�
ƉĂƌƟĐŝƉĂƚĞĚ�ŝŶ�tŽƌůĚ�dƵƌƚůĞ��ĂǇ�ĐĞůĞďƌĂƟŽŶƐ�ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ�Ă�ĐŽůůĂďŽƌĂƟŽŶ�
between the Cape Town and Swaziland project coordinators from All 
Out Africa to help deliver World Turtle Day to a wider audience. It’s a 
ĐŽŵďŝŶĂƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ĂǁĂƌĞŶĞƐƐ�ĂŶĚ�ŬŶŽǁůĞĚŐĞ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŝƐ�ŬĞǇ�ƚŽ�ŝŶǀŽŬŝŶŐ�Ă�ĐŚĂŶŐĞ�
ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ŚƵŵĂŶ�ďĞŚĂǀŝŽƵƌƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŝŵƉĂĐƚ�ŽŶ�ƐĞĂ�ƚƵƌƚůĞ�ƉŽƉƵůĂƟŽŶƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚƵƐ�
ƚŚĞ�ŵŽƌĞ�ƐĐŚŽŽůƐ�ĂŶĚ�ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƌĞĐĞŝǀĞ�ƚŚŝƐ�ĞĚƵĐĂƟŽŶ͕�ƚŚĞ�ŐƌĞĂƚĞƌ�ƚŚĞ�
impact in the long run. 

�ůů�ŝŶ�Ăůů͕�ƚŚĞ�ĚĂǇ�ǁĂƐ�ĚĞĞŵĞĚ�ĂŶ�ĂŵĂǌŝŶŐ�ƐƵĐĐĞƐƐ�ĨŽƌ�Ă�ĮƌƐƚ�ƟŵĞ�ĞǀĞŶƚ͕�
with many smiling faces to be seen.  Hopefully our turtle the med 
ĂĐƟǀŝƟĞƐ�ŚĞůƉĞĚ�ƚŽ�ƐƉƌĞĂĚ�ĂǁĂƌĞŶĞƐƐ�ĂŶĚ�ŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ�ƚŽ�Ă�ŬĞǇ�ĂƵĚŝĞŶĐĞ͕�
ƚŚĞ�ƐŽŶƐ�ĂŶĚ�ĚĂƵŐŚƚĞƌƐ�ŽĨ�ĮƐŚŝŶŐ�ĨĂŵŝůŝĞƐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ƚŽ�ŝŶƐƉŝƌĞ�ƚŚĞ�ĨƵƚƵƌĞ�
ŐĞŶĞƌĂƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�DŽǌĂŵďŝĐĂŶ�ƐĞĂ�ƚƵƌƚůĞ�ĐŽŶƐĞƌǀĂƟŽŶŝƐƚƐ͘�
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�ŽŶƐĞƌǀĂƟŽŶ�

&Žƌ�ŵŽƌĞ�ŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ͗

Jess Williams - www.mozturtles.com
Eyes on the Horizon - www.eoth.org

http://www.mozturtles.com
http://www.eoth.org
http://www.eoth.org
http://www.mozturtles.com
http://www.eoth.org
http://www.alloutafrica.com/
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