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short communication

Little is known regarding jaguar cubs in the 
wild. After a gestation period of approximate-
ly three months, a jaguar gives birth to a litter 
of usually two to four cubs (Seymour 1989). In 
the first ten to eleven weeks of life they are 
totally dependent on their mother’s milk. After 
this period, weaning begins and cubs start to 
eat meat. Suckling typically ceases after six 
months (Sunquist & Sunquist 2002, Soares et 
al. 2006, Hunter 2011). Cubs begin to accom-
pany their mother when they are about two 
months old becoming independent at 16-24 
months (Seymour 1989, Sunquist & Sunquist 
2002, Hunter 2011). Herein we documented 

Ian Thomson1, Stephanny Arroyo-Arce1 and Frank Spooner1 

Record of two jaguar cubs 
suckling from their mother in 
the wild
A seven minute camera-trap video of two male jaguar cubs Panthera onca suckling 
from their mother was captured on 7 December 2013 in Tortuguero beach, Costa Rica. 
The video was obtained as part of the long-term monitoring program of this species 
conducted by Global Vision International in Tortuguero National Park since 2011.

two male jaguar cubs, estimated to be 11 
months old, still suckling from their mother in 
Tortuguero National Park, Costa Rica.
On 3 December 2013, a green turtle Chelonia 
mydas predated by jaguar in the South end of 
Tortuguero beach (10°23’89’’N/83°25’21’’W) 
was discovered. This carcass had been 
dragged nearly 50 m into the vegetation to a 
trail running parallel between the beach and 
the forest. Within 24 h a camera-trap equipped 
with video (Bushnell HD) was installed around 
the carcass and checked daily for a period of 
six days (until 8 December 2013). On 7 Decem-
ber 2013, at 03:16 h, the adult female was 

recorded using vocal calls to possibly attract 
the two male cubs. Several seconds later, one 
of the cubs (Cub 01) appeared in the frame 
and wrestles the female to the ground before 
locating the mammary area and beginning 
to feed (Fig. 1). Shortly after this the second 
cub (Cub 02) entered the frame and without 
displacing its sibling also begun to suckle. 
During this time the female groomed the cub 
located nearest to her head (Cub 02, Fig. 2), 
frequently interrupting his feeding process. 
At 3:23 h the female got up, and moved away 
from the site followed by her cubs.
The female seen in this video was first re-
corded in Tortuguero National Park on 17 
November 2011, and the cubs were first pho-
tographed on 30 April 2013, when they were 
approximately three months old. These cubs 
could be the first litter for this female.
To our knowledge, this is the first video of 
jaguar cubs suckling in the wild and the first 
recording of jaguars suckling at such an ad-
vanced age. As so little is known about the 
species, this data represents an important 
contribution that will help to understand ma-
ternal behavior as well as behavioral devel-
opment in the cubs.
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Fig. 1. (top) Jaguar cub (Cub 01) suckling from his mother. Fig. 2. (bottom) Female groo-
ming her cubs (left: Cub 01, right: Cub 02) while they are feeding in Tortuguero National 
Park, Costa Rica (Photos Global Vision International).


