Project Update: May 2025

Conservation Education and Awareness Programme

In May 2025, we successfully implemented a conservation education programme in schools and
among youths and adults located within two of the five proposed communities surrounding
Gashaka Gumti National Park. The participating communities were Gembu and Serti, selected
from the initial list that also included Chaappal Hendu, Chappal Shirgu, and Mayo Selbe. The
remaining three communities were not included in this phase of the programme due to their very
remote locations, difficult accessibility, and some potential security issues, even though we worked
closely with armed rangers to ensure safe execution of the programme.

The programme aimed at raising awareness about butterfly biodiversity and promoting positive
attitudes toward butterfly conservation among students and residents. To achieve this, we
employed accurate, engaging, and culturally relevant educational materials, complemented by a
series of interactive lectures and discussions tailored to suit different audience groups.

Educational materials, including posters and pamphlets, were developed and distributed to enhance
understanding of the ecological importance of butterflies and their conservation within the park.
During the sessions, participants were introduced to the following key topics:

1 Butterfly biology and ecology

2 Identification of common butterfly species in Nigeria

3 Sharing butterfly observations with global citizen science projects

4 The importance of butterfly conservation for humans and the environment

To ensure inclusivity and effective communication, all educational content was delivered in both
Hausa and English, enabling active participation and better comprehension among students,
youths, and adults.

Additionally, we distributed T-shirts and exercise books to programme participants and residents
of the two communities. Each item featured images of butterfly species, along with the
conservation message:

“Protect butterflies and their habitats in Gashaka Gumti National Park.”

Although we were only able to conduct the educational activities in two of the five initially
proposed communities, the programme was well received by the participating schools and
surrounding communities. Participants expressed great enthusiasm and interest in butterfly
conservation.



We sincerely appreciate the Africa Nature Investors (ANI) Foundation for their invaluable support
and collaboration, which made this exercise smoother and more impactful. Their assistance was
instrumental in the successful delivery and positive outcomes of the conservation education
programme.

Below are some photos of the activities:

[Some images featuring children intentionally removed]

One of the schools visited, with team members teaching students.

Another school visited (ANI staff in yellow, with project team members on either side)

Students from one of the schools visited displaying books gifted by ANI staff
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Adults and youths participating in the education and awareness programme.

Project team members with ANI staff members.



Project team members and ANI staff members boarding a canoe



