
Project Update: November 2025 

Because of the delay in receiving the grant, the originally planned fieldwork in December 2024 
has been postponed to December 2025. To date, we have completed three field surveys in the 
Con Dao Archipelago, conducted in March, June, and September 2025. The results obtained so 
far include: 

- Interviews with 16 local fishers revealed that all seahorses caught are dried after capture, 
and no live individuals were reported. The main fishing method used to catch seahorses is 
trawling, followed by crab nets and diving. Seahorses are sold directly from fishers to local 
seafood shops; notably, two of the interviewed fishers also own seafood shops in the Con Dao 
Archipelago. All interviewees reported that seahorse numbers have declined significantly over 
the past ten years. 

 

Mr. Tuyen (project leader) was interviewing a local fisher at Ben Dam Seaport (left) and a 
seafood shop owned by the same fisher in the Con Dao Archipelago (right) 

- Upto date, more than 1,700 seahorse individuals have been measured from the Con Dao 
Archipelago. Based on morphological identification, three species were confirmed: 
Hippocampus trimaculatus, H. spinosissimus, and H. kelloggi. All three species are listed as 
Vulnerable (VU) by the IUCN, included in CITES, and in the Vietnam Red List (2024). Preliminary 
analyses indicate that H. trimaculatus and H. spinosissimus are being harvested with a biased 
sex ratio, including many immature individuals and a high number of pregnant males. In contrast, 
all H. kelloggi specimens recorded were juveniles. Seahorses in the Con Dao Archipelago appear 
to be under higher fishing pressure compared to those in Phu Quoc Island (Vietnam) and other 
sites in the region. 

 

Project members measured body weight and photographed seahorse specimens at a seafood 
shop owned by the same fisher in the Con Dao Archipelago (left). The photograph was later 

used to measure individual body lengths using ImageJ software in the laboratory (right) 



We plan to conduct the final field survey in December 2025 to complete the dataset for assessing 
the overall seahorse fishery in the Con Dao Archipelago. Morphometric measurements are 
currently being carried out at the Zoology Laboratory, University of Science, Vietnam National 
University Ho Chi Minh City. Mitochondrial COI and Cytb sequences are being analyzed to verify 
species identification of seahorses from Con Dao, and the resulting sequences will be uploaded 
to GenBank. 

In addition, a poster titled “Review on Taxonomy of Seahorses in Vietnam”, featuring photographs 
of Con Dao seahorse specimens, was presented at the 2025 Joint Conference of the Asian 
Society of Ichthyologists Annual Meeting and the 12th Indo-Pacific Fish Conference in Taipei, 
Taiwan. 

 

 

 



 


