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Summary: An orchid species, Platanthera
carnosilabris (Tang & F. T. Wang) X. H. Jin,
Schuit. & W. T. Jin, collected from Topkegola,
Taplejung District, E. Nepal within the
Kangchenjunga Landscape is reported as a new
record for flora of Nepal. This finding also shows
the westernmost distribution of this species.

Platanthera Rich. (Orchidaceae; tribe
Orchideae) is a small- to medium-sized
terrestrial orchid genus comprising about 200
species distributed in north temperate Asia,
the Malay Archipelago, New Guinea, Europe,
N. Africa, Australia and N. America (Chen
et al. 2009, Efimov 2016). In Asia, the genus
Platanthera is represented by 78 species mostly
restricted to higher elevations; out of them, 30
species have Himalayan distribution (Efimov
2016). Rajbhandari (2015) reported 13 species
of Platanthera in Nepal. However the number
has been increased to 18 with the subsequent
publications of Raskoti (2015) and Efimov
(2016). The distribution of Platanthera in Nepal
Himalaya is mostly concentrated in the central
and eastern zone between 600—4800 m (Press
et al. 2000, Rajbhandari 2015, Shrestha et al.
2018).

While studying the distribution and
conservation status of endemic species of Mewa
Khola valley, Taplejung District, E. Nepal within
the Kangchenjunga Landscape (Chaudhary et al.
2015), an unfamiliar Platanthera was collected
near Topkegola at an altitude of ca. 3400 m in
Rhododendron-Abies forest. After checking

specimens and literature (e.g., Chen et al. 2009,
Jin et al. 2014), the species was identified as P,
carnosilabris (Tang & F. T. Wang) X. H. Jin,
Schuit. & W. T. Jin. Platanthera carnosilabris
resembles P. orbicularis (Hook. f.) X. H. Jin,
Schuit. & Raskoti in having small secund
flowers, lip with conic spur, but is distinguished
by its uniformly green leaves and the ovate-
lanceolate lip. The occurrence of P. carnosilabris
has not been reported from Nepal Himalaya
(Hara et al. 1978, Banerji 1982, Ohba and
Akiyama 1992, Press et al. 2000, Rokaya et al.
2013, Rajbhandari 2015, Efimov 2016, Shrestha
et al. 2018). Therefore, P. carnosilabris is treated
here as a new record for the Flora of Nepal, and
this finding shows the westernmost distribution
for the taxon.

Platanthera carnosilabris (Tang & F. T.
Wang) X. H. Jin, Schuit. & W. T. Jin in Molec.
Phylogen. Evol. 77: 51 (2014). [Fig. 1]

Basionym: Herminium carnosilabre Tang &
F. T. Wang in Bull. Fan Mem. Inst. Biol. Bot. 10:
32 (1940).

Type: China. Salwin—-Kiukiang, NE of
Sinpee (T. T. Yu 20244A, 14 Sept. 1938, PE-
holotype, n.v.).

Flowering: August—September.

Distribution: Nepal (Taplejung District) and
China (Yunnan).

Ecology: Terrestrial on humus-rich soil in
Rhododendron-Abies forest

Specimen examined: EAST NEPAL. Taplejung
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Fig. 1. Platanthera carnosilabris (Tang & F. T. Wang) X. H. Jin, Schuit. &
W. T. Jin (P. Bhandari & N. D. Sherpa T40, KATH030395).

District, Papung, near Topkegola, ca. 3400 m (P. Bhandari specimens. This study was fgnded b_y a
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