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Summary: Three orchid species, Ania
penangiana (Hook. f.) Summerh., Neottia
longicaulis (King & Pantl.) Szlach., and
Odontochilus elwesii C. B. Clarke ex Hook. f.
(Orchidaceae) are newly reported from Nepal.
Diagnostic characters, distribution notes, and a
photograph are provided for each taxon.

Panchase forest is located in the Mid Hills of
central Nepal, at the junction of three districts,
Kaski, Parbat and Syangja, covering an altitude
range of 900 to 2500 m. The cool and moist
environment in the area supports diverse groups
of plant species including 92 pteridophytes, five
gymnosperms and 608 angiosperms (Bhandari
2015, Bhandari et al. 2016-2018, Thakur and
Rajbhandary 2018). Housing at least 125 species
of orchids with three endemics to the forest
(Eria pokharensis Bajrach., Subedi & K. K.
Shrestha, Gastrochilus nepalensis Raskoti, and
Odontochilus nandae Raskoti & Kurzweil),
Panchase is considered to be the hotspot of
orchid diversity in Nepal (Bajracharya et al.
2003, Subedi et al. 2007, Subedi et al. 2011,
Bhandari 2015, Bhandari et al. 2015, Raskoti
2015, Raskoti and Kurzweil 2015, Bhandari et
al. 2016-2018).

While studying orchid diversity of Panchase
forest in 2018, the authors collected three
unfamiliar orchid species. After checking
relevant literature (Lindley 1830-1840, Turner
1992, Pearce and Cribb 2002, Chen and Wood

2009, Li et al. 2014) and herbarium specimens,
these species were identified as Ania penangiana
(Hook. f.) Summerh., Neottia longicaulis (King
& Pantl.) Szlach., and Odontochilus elwesii C.
B. Clarke ex Hook. f. These taxa have not been
reported from Nepal before (Hara et al. 1978,
Press et al. 2000, Subedi et al. 2007, Rajbhandari
and Baral 2010, Rokaya et al. 2013, Bhandari
et al. 2016-2018, Rajbhandari and Rai 2017,
Shrestha et al. 2018) and treated here as new
records for orchid flora of Nepal. The localities
of the three species in Panchase are also the
western limit of distribution for each taxon.

1) Ania penangiana (Hook. f.) Summerh.
in Bot. Mag. 161: sub t. 9553 (1939). — Tainia
penangiana Hook. f., F1. Brit. India 5(16): 820
(1890).

Tainia hookeriana King & Pantl. in J. Asiat.
Soc. Bengal 64(3): 336 (1896). — Ascotainia
hookeriana (King & Pantl.) Ridl., Mat. FI.
Malay. Penins. 1: 116 (1907). — Ania hookeriana
(King & Pantl.) Tang & F. T. Wang ex Summerh.
in Bot. Mag. 161: t. 9553 (1939).

Ecology: It is a terrestrial orchid growing
in humus-rich soil between altitudes 1000 to
1100 m under the forest composed of Schima
wallichii, Castanopsis indica, Diospyros
lancifolia, Maesa chisia and Melastoma
malabathricum.

Flowering: March.
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