Butterfly Survey during the Dry Season in Gashaka Gumti National Park

In February 2025, my team and I conducted a butterfly survey in Gashaka Gumti National Park,
Nigeria. This survey is part of our ongoing effort to document and monitor butterfly diversity in
the park, with the current work representing our dry season sampling. The data collected will
contribute to understanding seasonal patterns in species occurrence and support future
conservation planning.

Our survey focused on three distinct habitat types found within the park: rainforest, woodlands,
and grasslands. These habitats were deliberately selected to reflect the ecological diversity of the
area and to increase the likelihood of capturing a broad spectrum of butterfly species associated
with varying vegetation structures and microclimates.

Results from this survey recorded a total of 53 butterfly species. In addition, several individuals
could not be identified to species level at the time of this report. These individuals belong to the
genera Acraea, Anthene, Azanus, Bematistes, Bicyclus, Charaxes, Colotis, Euphaedra, Euriphene,
Evena, Melanitis, Neptis, Pseudoacraea, and Graphium. Further taxonomic work, including expert
consultation and reference to photographic data, will be carried out to accurately identify these
individuals in subsequent reports.

As this survey was conducted during the dry season, we are curious to see whether wet season
sampling will reveal a greater diversity of species and whether certain species will be unique to

either season.

Below are photos of the team and some of the butterflies we documented during our survey:
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Butterfly survey team and the research cordinator (far right) of Africa Nature Investors(ANI) Foundation



Stephenia pseudegina
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Pseudopontia paradoxa
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Amauris sp
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