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Himalayan Vulture
The Natural Scavenger of the Himalaya

Himalayan vulture is the largest and heaviest bird 
found in the Himalaya. The species is indigenous to 
the uplands of central Asia, ranging from Kazakhstan 
and Afghanistan in the west to western China and 
Mongolia in the east. These birds generally migrate only 
altitudinally within their central Asian range. Breeding 
typically occurs at elevations between 600 and 4,500 m. 
Foraging has been observed to occur at elevations as 
high as 6,000 m in higher Himalayas and Tibetan plateau 
and low as 75m in lowland plains of Nepal. Juveniles, the 
non-breeding migrants tend to spend the winter in the 
lowland plains near the southern edge of their range.

Unlike, other lowland Vultures that make their nests on 
trees, Himalayan Vultures make their nests on ledges or 
in small caves of the rocky cliffs.

They are able to spot a one-meter carcass from four 
miles away on the open plains through their keen 

eyesight. When an individual sees a carcass it begins to 
circle above it in the open sky. This draws the attention 
of other vultures to locate the site of meal and then join 
in for group foraging. This phenomenon is called 'Allee 
Effect'. Unlike many raptors, vultures are relatively 
social and often feed, fly or roost in large flocks. A 
flock of 100 vultures can strip a 50 kilograms carcass 
in three to five minutes. Resembling other vulture 
species, Himalayan vultures do not kill their own meals 
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and exclusively feed on carrion. Exceptionally,  they 
may feed on animals feeble from injury, or defenseless 
youngsters. Their stomach contains strong acid to 
digest all type of rotting and possibly infected meat 
without getting sick.

In the higher Himalaya and on the Tibetan plateau the 
majority of the Himalayan vulture's diet is  carrion of 
domestic yak (Bos grunniens). Approximately 64% of 
their diet is obtained from dead domestic yak due to 
its large biomass. Besides, they feed on carcasses of 
domestic livestock including cow, ox, sheep and goats 
in the lower Himalayan regions. They get their food 
from the left-over scraps of buffalo, sheep, goat etc 
thrown aside into the rivers by butchers. The Tibetan 
ass, Tibetan antelope, blue sheep, goral and other wild 
ungulates which die due to falling down from a cliff or 
naturally also become  food for the Himalayan vultures. 
Additionally, these birds also feed on left-over remains 
from  other predators like snow leopard, Tibetan fox, 
Tibetan wolf etc.

Somewhere, the raptor picking up the living young 
Himali sheep can be seen or heard, which is not by 
the vulture but might be by the golden eagle. Most of 
the villagers are in misunderstanding that the vulture 
picked up their sheep and goats; therefore they use to 
hit these birds by bamboo sticks, throw stones at them 
or poison the carcasses. Huge numbers of Himalayan 
vultures, other predators die after feeding on the 
poisoned carcasses.

Himalayan vultures  play an important role in 
maintaining and keeping alive the centuries old sky 
burial traditions of upper Mustang and the Tibetan 
plateau. Still in the upper Mustang and Tibetan plateau,  
dead human bodies are chopped into pieces and fed to 
the vultures as per the Tibetan sky burial ritual. Local 

Buddhist people believe that the vultures carry the soul 
of a dead person to heaven.

In the Himalaya, the natural scavenger- Himalayan 
vulture and the apex predator snow leopard both 
are the top carnivores. Snow leopard hunts upon 
the domestic and wild herbivores of the Himalaya, 
whereas, Himalayan vulture feeds on the dead and 
decayed carrions of the animals making the Himalaya 
clean ill-smell-less  and healthy. Sometime, the flock of 
Himalayan vultures makes circling in the open sky, above 
the hunting and feeding sites of snow leopard and feeds 
on the dead carcass that the Snow leopard has hunted 
and ate before; making the mutual habitat clean, hence, 
serves as local scavenger of the Himalaya. In this sense, 
Himalaya, Himalayan vulture and Snow leopard have a 
symbiotic relationship. Their symbiosis relation is the 
mutualism. Even though both are the top carnivores 
of the Himalaya, there is no conflict and competition 
between them for the food and the habitat. But the 
large numbers of Himalayan Vultures die after feeding 
on the carcasses poisoned to kill the snow leopard. 

Intensive study concerning consequences of climate 
change on the habitat of Himalayan vulture is on the 
way. To adapt themselves to  the changing climate, these 
vultures reside on the low land plains during extreme 
winter and on the higher Himalayas during extreme 
summer comparatively for the longer duration.

For the long-term conservation of the Himalayan 
vultures, rigorous research on their habitat preference, 
suitability and prediction modeling is vital. The modern 
technologies, satellite telemetry and use of conservation 
drones should be applied in the geographically remote 
regions for in depth study. Regular monitoring of the 
banned veterinary drug 'diclofenac' is essential, which 
has been identified as toxic to vultures and other 
raptors. Their entire home range should be made 
diclofenac free, vulture Safe Zones by the concern 
authorities. Community awareness along with an 
alternatively safe veterinary drug is essential. The 
extension of vulture restaurants and safe feeding 
sites are as crucial in the Himalaya as in Tarai region. 
Educational outreach highlighting the importance of 
vulture and potential conservation measures should 
be launched in each corner of the Himalaya. Local 
people should be encouraged to stop burying livestock 
carcasses and keep them on the open ground far from 
the human settlement to provide food for the vultures.

At last, the local people and students can support vulture 
conservation at least by providing the information 
on nesting sites of the vultures that they have seen 
around them, to the concern conservationists or the 
conservation organizations for the further study of 
that habitat.Ph
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lxdfnL lu4 lxdfnL e]udf kfOg] r/fx¿ dWo] 7"nf] / ux|f} r/f xf] . 

dWo–Pl;ofsf] pRr efu, klZrddf sfhlu:tfg / ckmuflg:tfg 

b]lv k"j{df klZrdL–rLg / dªuf]lnof ;Ddsf e]ux¿df logLx¿ 

cfjf;Lo x'g\ . logLx¿ dWo–Pl;of leq} prfOut a;fO  

;/fO{ ug]{ ub{5g\ . clwsf+z ^))—$%)) ld6/ ;Ddsf] pFmrfO{df 

k|hgg ug{] logLx¿ vfgfsf] vf]hLdf dflyNnf] lxdfnL tyf  

ltAatL e]udf ̂ ))) ld6/;Dd / tNnf] t/fO{ e]udf &% ld6/ ;Dd 

k'Ug] u/]sf] kfOPsf] 5 . lxpFbdf cw{–jo:sx¿ -k|hgg\  

gug]{_ tNnf] t/fO{ If]qx¿df /xG5g\ .

tNnf] e]ult/ kfpg] c? lu4x¿n] ?vdf u'F8 nufpF5g\ 

eg] lxdfnL lu4x¿n] cUnf–cUnf s8f r§fgL kxf8sf]  

vf]kfdf u'F8 nufpF5g\ .

logLx¿n] v'Nnf :yfgsf] Ps ld6/ nfdf] l;gf]nfO{ rf/ dfOn 

6f9}af6 x]/]/ kQf nufpg ;S5g\ . 6f9}af6 s'g} Pp6fn] l;gf]  

b]lvxfn] eg] s]xL ;do;Dd v'Nnf cfsf;df l;gf]sf] dfly 

3'ld/xG5g\, h;n] ubf{ c? ;fyLx¿n] klg vfgfsf] :yfg yfxf 

kfpF5g\ / vfg cfOk'Ub5g\ . o:tf] k|s[ofnfO{ …PNnL Ok]mS6Ú  

elgG5 . of] r/f ;d'bfodf a:g, vfg tyf p8\g ?rfpF5 . lolgx¿sf] 

!)) 6fsf] Pp6f ayfgn] %) lsnf] ;Ddsf] l;gf]nfO{ tLg b]lv  

kfFr ldg]6d} ;vfk kfg{ ;S5g\ . c? lu4n] h:t} logLx¿n] klg  

cfˆgf] cfxf/fsf nflu lzsf/ u/L vfg] ub{}gg\ / d/]sf 

hgfj/x¿sf] l;gf]nfO{ dfq cfˆgf] cfxf/f agfpFb5g\ . t/ 

logLx¿n] 3fOt] tyf lgs} sdhf]/ d/0ff;Gg hgfj/nfO{ klg  

slxn]sfFxL cfˆgf] cfx/f agfpg] ub{5g\ . logLx¿sf] k]6df lgs} 

s8f cDn x'g] ePsf]n] h:tf];'s} k'\/fgf], ;8] un]sf], /f]usf 

ls6f0f' ;lxtsf] l;gf] vfFbf klg logLx¿n] ;lhn} krfpg ;Sb5g\ 

/ ladf/ klg kb}{gg\ .

pRr lxdfnL  tyf ltAatL k7f/lt/ lxdfnL lu4x¿sf] d'Vo cfxf/f 

3/kfn'jf rf}F/Lsf l;gf]x¿g} x'g\ . em08} ^$ k|ltzt cfxf/f d/]sf 

7"nf 3/kfn'jf rf}F/Laf6} k|fKt x'G5 . tNnf] lxdfnL e]ult/ logLx¿n] 

d/]sf 3/kfn'jf ufOj:t', uf]? Pj+ e]8f afv|fsf l;gf] klg vfg] 

ub{5g\ . df;'sf] k;nx¿af6 vf]nfsf] lsgf/df kmfn]sf v;L– 

af]sf tyf /fFuf–e}+;Lsf sfd gnfUg] efux¿af6 klg cfxf/f k|fKt 

ub{5g\ . ;fy} eL/ kfvfx¿af6 lrKn]/ n8]/ d/]sf jf k|fs[lts 

sf/0fn] d/]sf lsofª, lr?, gfp/, 3f]/n, tyf cGo hª\unL v'/

wf/L hLjx¿klg vfg] ub{5g\ . c? k/eIfL hGt'x¿ h:t} lxpFlrt'jf,  

ˆofp/f], AjfF;f]x¿n] vfP/ afFsL ar]sf e]8f–afv|fsf l;gf] klg 

logn] vfg] ub{5g\ .

st}st} lzsf/L r/fn] lxdfnL e]8fx¿ klg  p7fP/ nu]sf] b]lvG5, 

jf ;'lgG5 t/,| t/ Tof] lu4 geP/ ;'k0f{ dxfrLn h:tf] c?  

lzsf/L r/f x'g ;Sb5 . k|foM h;f] ufpFn]x?n] lu4n] cfˆgf] e]8f 

afv|f nUof] eGg] e|ddf kb{5g\ / obfsbf ufpFn]x¿n] lognfO{ 

n7\7L jf 9'ª\uf xfGg], d/]sf ufOa:t'df ljif xfNg] klg u/]sf] 

kfOG5 . ljif xfn]sf l;gf] vfP/ y'k}| lxdfnL lu4x¿, / c?  

k/eIfL hgfj/x¿ db{5g\  .

pkNnff] d':tfª tyf ltAatL e]ult/ ztfAbLof} k'/fgf] k/Dk/f lhljt 

/x]sf] kfOG5 hxfF dflg;sf] nfznfO{ sf6]/ lu4nfO{ v'jfOG5 

/ of] k/Dk/fnfO{ lhjGt /fVg lxdfnL lu4n] dxTjk'0f{ e"ldsf 

lgj{fx ub{} cfO/x]sf] 5 . ltAatL] k/Dk/f cg';f/ clxn] klg 

ltAat / pkNnf] d':tfªlt/ s'g} dflg;sf] d[To' ePdf nfdfx?n] 

;fOt h'/fP/ nfznfO{ 6'qmf 6'qmf kf/L lu4x?nfO{ v'jfpg]  

ub{5g\ . o;/L lu4n] d[tssf] cfTdfnfO{ :ju{df k'¥ofpF5  

eGg] wf/0f /xL cfPsf] 5 .

lxdfnL lu4,  lxdfnL kof{j/0fsf] s"rLsf/
– lbSkfns[i0f sdf{rfo{
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lxdfnL kof{j/0fdf, k|s[ltsf s"rLsf/ – lxdfnL lu4 /  

lxdfnosf] zLif{ k/eIfL hGt' lxpF lrt'jf b'j} dflyNnf] txsf]  

df+;xf/L hGt'x¿ x'g\ . lxpFlrt'jfn] lxdfnL kof{j/0fsf 3/kfn'jf 

tyf hª\unL ;fsfxf/L hLjx¿sf] l;sf/ ub{5 eg] lxdfnL lu4n] 

lxdfnL kof{j/0fdf d/]sf hLjx¿sf] l;gf] vfO{ lxdfnL kof{j/0fnfO{ 

;kmf, b'u{Gw /lxt / :j:y /fVg ;xof]u k'¥ofpFb5 . slxn]sfxL lxpF 

lrt'jfn] l;sf/ u/L vfO/x]sf] :yfgsf] dfly v'Nnf cfsf;df lxdfnL 

lu4x¿sf ayfg} 3'ld/xg] ub{5g\ / lxpFlrt'jfn] vfO{ ar]sf l;gf]sf]  

z]if efux¿nfO{ klg lxdfnL lu4n] cfˆgf] cfxf/f agfO{ Ps–

cfk;sf] jf;:yfgnfO{ ;kmf /fvL lxdfnL kof{j/0fdf :yfgLo 

s'lrsf/sf] e"ldsf v]Nb5g\ . o; cy{df lxdfnL kof{j/0f, 

lxdfnL lu4 / lxpF lrt'jfsf] cfk;L ;DaGwnfO{ ;xhLj cyjf  

kf/:kl/s cf>osf] l;4fGtsf ?kdf lng ;lsG5 . b'j} lxdfnL 

kof{j/0fdf a:g] dflyNnf] txsf df+;xf/L hLj ePtfklg logLx¿ 

aLr cfk;df jf;:yfg tyf cfxf/fsf nflu åGå jf k|lt:kwf{ eg] 

x'Fb}g . a? lxpFlrt'jfx¿nfO{ dfg]{ x]t'n] dflg;n] l;gf]df ljifflbsf] 

k|of]u ul/lbgfn] Ps}rf]6L 7"nf] ;+Vofdf lxdfnL lu4x¿ klg  

dg]{ u/]sf] kfOPsf] 5 . 

hnjfo' kl/jt{gsf sf/0f lxdfnL lu4sf] jf;:yfgdf k/]sf] c;/af/] 

uxg cWoog eO/x]sf] 5 . t}klg hnjfo' kl/jt{gsf sf/0f udL{df 

cToflws udL{ / hf8f]df cToflws hf8f] x'g] u/]sfn] lxdfnL lu4x¿ 

To;;Fu cfkm"nfO{ cg's"n kfg{ hf8f] df clws ;do tNnf] e]ult/ / 

udL{df clws ;do dflyNnf] e]udf a:g] ub{5g\ . 

lxdfnL lu4x¿sf] lbuf] ;+/If0fsf nflu logn] dgk/fPsf] plrt 

jf;:yfgsf] uxg cWoog x'g h?/L 5 . ljs6 If]qx¿df cWoog 

cg';Gwfgsf nflu lxhf]cfh rngrNtLdf /x]sf cTofw'lgs  

:of6\nfO6 6]lnd]6«L tyf 8«f]g k|ljlwx¿ k|of]udf NofOg' kb{5 . lu4 

tyf c? l;sf/L r/fx¿nfO{ xfgL k'¥ofpg] kz'sf] lrlsT;fdf k|of]u x'g] 

k|ltalGwt cf}ifwL 8fOSnf]lkmg]ssf] lgoldt cg'udg x'g' h?/L 5 . 

logLx¿ cfjt hfjt ug{] ;Dk"0f{ If]qnfO{ ;DalGwt lgsfox¿af6 ljiffbL 

/lxt, lu4 ;'/lIft If]q agfpg h?/L 5 . ;fy}, pQm cf}ifwLsf] ljsNk 

;lxt ;d'bfodf r]tgfd"ns sfo{s|dx¿ ;+rfng ug{' cTofjZos  

5 . t/fOdf h:t} lxdfnL e]udf klg h6fo' -lu4_ /];\6'/]G6 tyf  

;'/lIft cfxf/f :ynx¿sf] la:tf/ / k|j4{g ug{ h?/L  5 . lu4sf] 

dxTj / ;+/If0fsf pkfo ;lxt ufpF–ufpFdf z}lIfs sfo{s|dx¿ ;+rfng 

ug{ h?/L 5 . :yfgLo :t/df, ufO{j:t'x?sf] l;gf]nfO{ gufl8sg 

dfgjLo j:tL eGbf 6f9f v'Nnf d}bfglt/ kmfnL lu4nfO{ cfxf/fsf] 

?kdf /fVg k|f]T;fxg ug{' h?/L 5 .

cGtdf, ljb\ofyL{ efOalxgLx¿ tyf :yfgLo ;a}n] olb cfˆgf] jl/

kl/ st} lu4 jf ltgsf u'8Fx¿ b]Vg' ePsf] 5 eg] To;sf] hfgsf/L 

;+/If0fsdL{ jf ;/f]sf/jfnf lgsfodf t'?Gt} u/fOlbg' ePdf To; 

jf;:yfg ;DaGwL cem j9L cWoog cg';Gwfg u/L ;+/If0fdf 6]jf 
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