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Ist record of ‘very rare’ Mahabharat
~ Torrent frog found in India

Shivani.Azad@timesgroup.com

: Dehradun: Scientists have
: claimed to have found “the very
: first record” of the Mahabharat
: Torrent frog (Amolops mahabha-
i ratensis) in India. The species is

¢ anextremely rare one, endemic to

i the Himalayas and spotted previ-

¢ ouslyonlyinNepal. Thediscovery

! wasmadeinahill stream in Naini-

i tal by researchers from Doon-

: based Wildlife Institute of India
i (WII), Laboratory of Animal Be-
i haviour and Conservation
: (LABC), Amphibian Specialist

: Group, IUCN and Biodiversity Re-

i search and Conservation Founda-

.ﬁy t.lon gBRCF) during a three-year
: pro

study on amphibians in
: the Himalayan region. The lead
: researcher from BRCF, Vishal Ku-
: mar Prasad, said, “This is a signif-
¢ icantfindas it’san extremely rare

UNIQUE TRAITS

> Mahabharat
Torrent frog is
endemic to the
Himalayas
» It was spotted
previously only
in Nepal

»itis found only in freshwater
streams of high-altitude mountains
» |t's an environmental indicator,
its presence means the ecosystem
is healthy

> The frog’s calls sound like a
whistling bird

species of frog, which is found on-
ly in freshwater streams of high-

altitude mountains. It'salsoanen-
vironmental indicator. Its pres-

ence means that the water quality
and ecosystem in the area is still
good.” The frog’s call pattern in-
cludes several types of calls,

which sound like a whistling bird.

The identity of the frog was
confirmed by using "a multi-inte-
grated taxonomic approach of
DNA barcoding, bioacoustics, bio-
geography and morphology tech-
niques", scientists said. The Hi-
malayas is a biodiversity hotspot
but rising anthropogenic pres-
sure (human interference) is de-
grading the habjtats of amphib-
ians, say scientists. The threat is
mainly due to agrochemical pollu-
tion; check dams, solid waste
dumped into streams, unplanned
urbanisation and mass tourism
and climate change. Like all am-

. phibians occurring in the Hima-

layanregion, the Mahabharat Tor-
rent frog is also highly vulnerable
to climate change. These amphib-
ians have relatively low dispersal
capability, endemism and adapta-
tiontohigh elevations.




